MAGAZINE OF AMERICAN HISTORY 








Vou. III FEBRUARY 1879 No. 2 





WASHINGTON’S 
OPINION OF HIS GENERAL OFFICERS 


HIS valuable and curious document, now for the first time printed, 
is the property of the State of New York, and is included among 
the treasures of the State Library at Albany. It is one of a num- 

ber of memorial relics of Washington purchased by Act of the Legislature 
passed April 26, 1871, from Mrs. Ella Bassett Washington, the widow of 
Col. Lewis W. Washington, who was the sole surviving son of George 
Custis Washington, who was the son of William Augustine Washington, 
the eldest of the five nephews of Washington. This memorandum was 
uninterruptedly in the possession of the Washington family until its 
purchase by the State of New York. 

Dr. H. A. Homes of the Library gives the following account of its 
origin and purpose in his description of these memorials: 

This paper was prepared by Washington in the winter of 1791-2, 
after the defeat of Gen. Arthur St. Clair, by the Indians, in the autumn of 
1790, near the Miami, in Ohio, and in anticipation of the necessity of the 
appointment of some one to succeed him in the command of the army. 
It was intended to serve as a memorandum of the various characters 
and claims to the office, of the Generals of the revolution then living, both 
for his personal use and for the deliberations in council with his cabinet. 
As the result of these deliberations, Gen. Anthony Wayne was 
appointed St. Clair’s successor in April, 1792, and Otho H. Williams and 
Rufus Putnam, First, and John Brooks and James Wilkinson, Second 
Brigadier Generals. Twenty-three officers are mentioned in the series, 
and Washington gives his opinion of the qualifications of sixteen of them 
for the office in question, viz.: of Generals Lincoln, Steuben, Moultrie, 
McIntosh, Wayne, Weedon, Hand, Scott, Huntington, Wilkinson, Gist, 
Irvine, Morgan, Putnam, Pinckney and Gov. H. Lee. 

The paper is not signed, but is entirely in the autograph of Wash- 
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ington. It bears an early endorsement which will serve for its title. 
The proof has been carefully compared with the original manuscript, 
and minutely follows variations in the spelling and punctuation. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON’S OPINION OF THE FIELD OFFICERS 
OF THE REVOLUTION ALIVE IN I79I 


The following list contain the names of all the General officers now 
living & in this country, as low as actual Brigadiers inclusively.— 
Except those who it is conjectured would not, from age, want of 
health—& other circumstances, come forward by any inducements that 
could be offered to them—& such as ought not to be named for the 
important trust of Commander in Chief. 


MAJOR GENERAL LINCOLN. 


Sober, honest, brave and sensible, but infirm, past the vigor of life—& 
reluctantly (if offered to him) would accept the appointment.— 


MAJR GENERAL BARON DE STEUBEN. 


Sensible, sober & brave, well acquainted with Tactics & with the 
arrangement & discipline of an army.— High in his ideas of Subordina- 
tion—impetuous in his temper—ambitious—and a foreigner.— 


MAJOR GENERAL MOULTRIE. 


Brave, & it is believed accomodating in his temper—Served the whole 
of last war; & has been an officer in the preceeding one, at least had 
been engaged in an Expedition against the Cherokees; having defeated 
them in one or two considerable actions— What the resources, or 
powers of his mind are—how active he may be, and whether temperate 
or not, are points I cannot speak to with decision, because I have had 
little or no opportunities to form an opinion of him.— 


BRIGADIER (BUT BY BREVET MAJR GENERAL) MC INTOSH. 


Is old and inactive ;—supposed to be honest and brave.— Not much 
known in the Union, and therefore would not obtain much confidence, 
or command much respect ;—either in the community or the army. 


MAJR GENERAL (BY BREVET) WAYNE. 


More active & enterprising than Judicious & cautious.— No ceconomist 
it is feared :—open to flattery—vain—easily imposed upon and liable to 





WASHINGTON’S OPINION OF HIS GENERAL OFFICERS 83 


be drawn into scrapes. Too indulgent (the effect perhaps of some of 
the causes just mentioned) to his Officers and men.— Whether sober— 
or a little addicted to the bottle, I know not. 


MAJR GENERAL (BY BREVET) WEEDON. 


Not supposed to be an Officer of much resource, though not deficient of 
a competent share of understanding—rather addicted to ease & pleasure 
—& no enemy it is said to the bottle—never has had his name brot. 
forward on this acct. 


MAJOR GENERAL (BY BREVET) HAND. 


A sensible & judicious man;—his integrity unimpeached ;—and was 
esteemed a pretty good officer.— But if I recollect rightly, not a very 
active one.— He has never been charged with intemperance to my 
knowledge ;— His name has rarely been mentioned under the present 
difficulty of chusing an officer to comm’d, but this may, in a great 
measure be owing to his being at a distance.— 


MAJR GENERAL (BY BREVET) SCOTT. 
Brave & means well; but is an officer of inadequate abilities for 
extensive command ;—&€, by report, is addicted to drinking.— 
MAJR GENERAL (BY BREVET) HUNTINGTON. 


Sober, sensible and very discreet Has never discover’d much enter- 
prise; yet, no doubt has ever been entertained of his want of spirit, or 
firmness. 





BRIGADIER GENERAL WILKENSON. 


Is, by brevet Senr. to those whose names follow—but the appointment to 
this rank was merely honorary,—and as he was but a short time in 
service, little can be said of his abilities as an Officer— He is lively, 
sensible, pompous and ambitious, but whether sober or not, is unknown 
to me. 


BRIGADIER GENERAL GIST. 


Little has been said of his qualifications as a General Officer— His 
activity & attention to duty is somewhat doubtful, tho’ his spirit, I 
believe, is unimpeached.— 
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BRIGADIER GENERAL IRVINE 


Is sober, tolerably sensible and prudent. It is said he is an ceconomist; 
and supported his authority whilst he was entrusted with a seperate 
command; but I have no recollection of any circumstance that marks 
him as a decidedly good, or indifferent officr. 


BRIGADIER GENERAL MORGAN.— 


Has been fortunate, & has met with eclat.— Yet there are different 
opinions with respect to his abilities as an Officer— He is accused of 
using improper means to obtain certificates from the soldiers—It is said 
he has been (if the case is not so now) intemperate: that he is troubled 
with a palpitation which often lays him up; and it is not denied that he 
is illiterate. 


BRIGADIER GENERAL WILLIAMS.— 


Is a sensible man, but not without vanity. No doubt, I believe, is 
entertained of his firmness :—and it is thought he does not want activity, 
—but it is not easy, where there is nothing conspicuous in a character, 
to pronounce decidedly upon a Military man who has always acted 


under the immediate orders of a superior officer, unless he had been seen 
frequently in action.— The discipline, interior ceeconomy and police of his 
Corps is the best evidence one can have of his talents in this line, and 
of this, in the case of Genl Williams I can say nothing; as he was 
appointed a Brigadier after he left the Northern to join the Southern 
army.— But a material objection to him is delicate health (if there has 
been no change in his constitution),—/or he has gone to the Sweet Springs 
two or three years sucessively in such bad health as to afford little hope 
of his ever returning from them. 


BRIGADIER GENERAL RUFUS PUTNAM.— 


Possesses a strong mind—and is a discreet man.— No question has ever 
been made (that has come to my knowledge) of his want of firmness. 
In short, there is nothing conspicuous in his character—and he is but 
little known out of his own state, and a narrow circle. 


BRIGADIER GENL (BY BREVET) PINCKNEY.— 


A Colonel since Septr. 16th, 1776; but appointed a Brigadr. by brevet, 
at the close of the War, on/y.— In this Gentleman many valuable qualities 
are to be found.— He is of unquestionable bravery— Is a man of strict 
honor, erudition & good sense: and it is said has made Tactics a study— 
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But what his spirit for enterprise is—whether active or indolent ;—or 
fitted for arrangement, I am unable to say—never having had any 
opportunity to form a judgment of his talents as a military character.— 
The capture of Charleston put an end to his military services: but his 
Junr. Rank, and being little known in this part of the Union, are the two 
considerations most opposed to him,—particularly the latter, as it is 
more than probable his being a prisoner prevented his promotion : 
which ought not to be any bar to his ranking as a Brigadier from the 
time that others of his standing as a Colonel, were promoted. 


The above and foregoing closes the list of a// the General Officers 
who as has been observed from age—want of health—disinclination, or 
peculiar circumstances, can be brought into view; from whom to chuse 
an officer to command the Troops of the U. S. 

If from either of the three Major Generals, which have been mentioned ; 
—or from those made so by drevet, the Commander of the Troops should be 
taken, no Junior Officer can decline serving on the score of Rank; 
although he may desire, and have had expectations of being—first in 
command—himself. 


Under this idea, and upon the principle of distribution, the arrange- 
ment of the Commanding officer, and those next in grade to him, may 
be placed in the following points of view. 


COMMANDER. 


LINCOLN ..... or MOULTRIE. 
Under either of these Major Generals might serve as Brigadiers. 


WAYNE.... unless by being a Majr. Genl. by brevet & seeking 
the command himself he should recoil at it. 


MorGan ...{ for one of the above reasons would also revolt 
( viz—command or Williams or Darke. 
WILKINSON 
* PICKENS 
* BROOKS 
* If Lincoln commands, Brooks cannot be appointed: and if Moul- 
tree commands the same will happn to Pickens. 


If Pennsylvania gives the Commanding Officer and he is of the Rank 
(by brevet) of Majr Generl; the above arrangement is equally applicable 
on the principle of distribution, & as unexceptionable on the score of 
rank. But if, in the first case, Wayne, Morgan and Williams refuse to 
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serve, and in the second, the two last do it, unless it be as Commander,— 
then some others Junr. in dates of Commission, or of inferior rank, 
must be resorted to. 

If upon a full view of characters, and circumstances, General Pinck- 
ney should be deemed the most eligable for the command, it would be a 
fruitless attempt, & a waste of time to propose to those officers who 
have been his seniors, to engage again subordinately ; especially if they 
have been his seniors in the line of Colonels: and here I would draw a 
line which I think is a just one—and that is—that his Colonel’s, & not 
his Brigad’rs Commission, ought to decide his Rank as a Generl Officer, 
because it would be hard upon him to suffer in it, on acc’t of his captivity ; 
when motives of policy and not demerit suspended (as may fairly be 
presumed) his promotion during that period:—but why, when it did 
take place, Rank was not (to a certain antecedent date) restor’d, I am 
unable to conceive. 

If this be fair reasoning (and I really think it is), neither Morgan nor 
Williams would have ground to object against serving under Pinckney : 
but as it is more than probable they will look to what is, rather than to 


what ought to be; a difficulty would be made on the subject of Rank— 
especially if there is any dereliction in them to the service in any other 
character than that of commanding it—and therefore it would be expe- 
dient perhaps to look for officers of Junr Rank,—& in that case may 
come inas.... 


BRIGADIERS. 
WILKENSON, whose rank is very questionable 
DARKE—or HOWARD 
WILLET—or SMITH 
BROOKS. 


If Governor Lee should be prefered to the command, then Officers 
of lower grades than any that have been mentioned in the preceeding 
pages must be sought after, as all of those are greatly his seniors—& 
their being, in my opinion but little ground to hope, that either the 
military talents which he has displayed in the course of the War, or his 
present dignified station, would reconcile any of them to act a subordinate 
part, except it be Wilkenson, who, as has been observed before, from hav- 
ing been but a short time in service, & quitting it at an early period of the 
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war, would have but little or no cause to complain.— As also Pickins, 
who has never been in the Continental line— The arrangement w’d 
then be, in this case.— 
Govr. LEE—COMMANDER 
BRIGADRS. 
WILKENSON 
PICKENS 





The authorities for the following brief biographical memoranda are 
Drake’s Dictionary of American Biography and Gardner’s Dictionary 
of the Army of the United States. The memoranda of the officers are 
given in the order of their mention in the document. 

Major GENERALS.—Benjamin Lincoln, born at Hingham, Massachu- 
setts, 23 January, 1733; died there, g May, 1810. Baron Frederick 
William Augustus Steuben, born at Magdeburg, Prussia, 15 November, 
1730; died at Steubenville, New York, 26 November, 1794. William 
Moultrie, born South Carolina, 1731 ; died at Charleston, South Carolina, 
27 September, 1805. Lachlan McIntosh, born near Inverness, Scotland, 
17 March, 1725; died at Savannah, 20 February, 1806. Anthony Wayne, 
born in Chester County, Pennsylvania, 1 January, 1745; died at Presqu’ 
Isle, 15 December, 1796. George Weedon, of Fredericksburg, Virginia; 
date of birth and death unknown. Edward Hand, born at Clyduff, 
Kings County, Ireland, 31 December, 1744; died at Rockford, Lancas- 
ter County, Pennsylvania, 3 September, 1802. Charles Scott, born in 
Cumberland County, Virginia, 1733; died 22 October, 1820. Ebenezer 
Huntington, born at Norwich, Connecticut, 26 December, 1754; died 
there 17 June, 1834. 

BRIGADIER GENERALS.—James Wilkinson, born near Benedict, 
Maryland, 1757; died near Mexico City, 28 December, 1825. Mordecai 
Gist, born at Baltimore, Maryland, 1743; died at Charleston, South 
Carolina, 2 September, 1792. William Irvine, born at Fermagh, Ireland, 
3 November, 1741; died at Philadelphia, 29 July, 1804. Daniel Morgan, 
born at Hunterdon County, New Jersey, 1736; died at Winchester, 
Virginia, 6 July, 1802. Otho Holland Williams, born in Prince George 
County, Maryland, 1749: died 16 July, 1794. Rufus Putnam, born at 
Sutton, Massachusetts, 9 April, 1738; died at Marietta, Ohio, 4 May, 
1824. Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, born at Charleston, South Caro- 
lina, 25 February, 1746; died there, 16 August, 1825. 
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COLONELS.—William Darke, born in Philadelphia County, Pennsyl- 
vania, 1736; died in Jefferson County, Virginia, 26 November, 1801. 
Andrew Pickens, born at Paxton, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, 13 Sep- 
tember, 1739; died in Pendleton District, South Carolina, 1817. John 
Brooks, born at Medford, Massachusetts, 1752; died 1825. John Eager 
Howard, born in Baltimore County, Maryland, 4 June, 1752; died there, 
12 October, 1827. Marinus Willett, born at Jamaica, Long Island, 31 
July, 1740; died in New York City, 22 August, 1830. William Stephens 
Smith, born, New York, 1755; died at Lebanon, New York, 10 June, 
1816. 

The Governor Lee referred to was Henry Lee, Governor of Virginia, 
1791-1794, born in Westmoreland County, Virginia, 29 January, 1756; 
died at Cumberland Island, Georgia, 25 March, 1818. 
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WASHINGTON’S HEADQUARTERS AT POMPTON 


After the brilliant affairs of Trenton and Princeton, in the last days 
of 1776 and the first week of 1777, Washington established his head- 
quarters at Morristown, where he remained in an attitude of quiet expec- 
tation, watching the movements of General Howe. In June, aftera feint 
which caused Washington to summon the Continental troops at Peekskill 
to join him in New Jersey, Howe suddenly changed ground, and on the 
28th fell back from the firm position he had taken, between Brunswick 
on the Raritan and Somerset Court House on the Millstone river, to 
Amboy. 

The withdrawal on the 30th of June of Howe with his army to 
Staten Island, wholly evacuating the Jerseys, satisfied Washington that 
a junction with Burgoyne, then beginning his operations against 
Ticonderoga, was the real purpose of Howe, and caused an instant 
change in his plans. The camp, which had been moved from Morris- 
town to Middlebrook on the 28th May, was removed to its old 
quarters on the 4th July. Here Washington again waited to see 
whether Howe would attack the New York defences at the Highlands 
or move against Philadelphia by water. 

On the morning of the 11th July Washington, by the advice of his 
officers, moved his army towards the North River, whence he could 
operate to oppose either movement. On the 12th he was at Pompton 
Plains, where he established his Headquarters on the 13th and 
was detained two days “by the badness of the weather,” as he himself 
notes in a letter of that date. Onthe 15th he was at the Clove, a narrow 
passage leading through the Highlands, about eighteen miles west of 
the Hudson, in which the army was constantly in motion, as the skillful 
commander led his forces behind the curtain of the New Jersey Hills 
from King’s Ferry to Morristown, and from Morristown to King’s Ferry, 

sto meet the enemy advancing on Philadelphia or threatening the 
defences of the North River. 

Pompton Plains, from which Washington wrote the letter already 
quoted, is described as lying between the Pompton Mountains and the 
Preakness Hills, and is nearly twenty miles in circumference, with a 
variable breadth seldom exceeding four miles. The Pequannock, Ring- 
wood and Ramapo rivers uniting at the head of the plains form the 
Pompton River, which flows along its eastern side to the Passaic, about 
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eight miles. The southern and much of the western side of the plains 
are marshy, and embrace about fifteen hundred acres of peat ground. 
The village of Pompton is at the head of the plain, and distant about 
eighteen miles from Morristown, which was the principal base of the 
army operations in the Jerseys. The abundance of water and fuel and 
the shelter afforded by the hills made this a favorite camping ground. 
It is to-day one of the most charming spots in New Jersey. 

The New Jersey Brigade went into winter quarters at Pompton the 
30th November, 1780. The New York Brigade, under the command of 
Brigadier-General Philip Van Cortlandt, passed the winter of 1781-2 in 
huts at Pompton. It was here that the eccentric divine, Doctor Gano, 
exhorted the men to enlist for the war, telling them that the Lord and 
Saviour had no nine or six-months men in his service. In the spring 
General Van Cortlandt moved his men “ to the flat field, and there exer- 
cised and manceuvered to great advantage in the presence of Baron 
Steuben, who was delighted with their performances during his visit of 
a few days.” While still in the huts the General had a visit from 
Washington with his lady, who remained “ in his humble station from 
Saturday evening until Monday morning.” 

Whether the house, a view of which accompanies this sketch, is that 
which was occupied by the Commander-in-Chief on his march in June, 
1777, is not certain. There is, however, a tradition that at some time 
during the war his headquarters were here. It stands at the bend of a 
cross road leading from the Ryerson Furnace to the Passaic County 
Hotel, a tavern kept by the Posts and Thompsons since the beginning 
of the century; on the opposite side of the main road is the old 
Ryerson house; at the other side of the cross road runs the little stream 
of Wynockie. The house belonged to Captain Arent Schuyler in the 
revolutionary days. Judge M. J. Ryerson occupied it from 1783 to 
1815, and his descendants until 1870, when it was sold to Miss Harriet 
Mills, who now owns it. It is said that the beams still show the prints 
made by the bayonet points of the soldiers who were quartered there. 

The building is of frame, painted yellow, and overrun with bushes and 
shrubs in picturesque wildness. Remains of the army occupation are 
constantly found in this neighborhood ; during the past summer, 1878, a 
silver spur was dug up in the garden of the house, which probably 
belonged to one of the French officers who passed through the valley 
in 1781, with the allied forces of Washington and Rochambeau, on 
the campaign which closed with the surrender of Cornwallis. 
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TABULATED STATEMENT OF 
WASHINGTON’S HOUSEHOLD EXPENSES 1789 


From the original in the Library of the State of New York 
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Cash advanced Mr. Frauncis between the 24th of April—the day on 
which the President arrived in New York and the 17th of May the 
day on which the above accounts commenced and which com- 


pleats the third of a year 


Horses—at livery from the 24th of April until May 27th £40, and 
from May 27th until Aug. 24th, completing 4 months—£85.9.3 


together 


Sundry Expences which have accrued for repairing carriages—making 
and repairing saddles—covers for horses—Netts &c. £95.14.3, but 
not more than $ of this can be properly ch’g’d to the 24th of Aug. 
as these expences may not occur again in a year 

Wages to Servants viz—5 men @ 7 Dollars per month—4 months £56. 


Mr. Frances @ 25 Dollars per ditto, 4 months £40. 


Mrs. Reed 


@ 8 Dollars, and 3 other Women @ 5 Dollars each per month—4 


months £ 36.16. 


Valet de Chambre @ 35 Guineas per ann., 4 of 


Liverys for 5 white servants @ £11.12.0 each amounts to £58, one 


third of which is £ 19.6.8. 


Annual cloaths of 5 bla. Servts. viz. 


Will, Austin, Giles, Paris and Christopher @ £18.8 each per ann. 


£92, $ of which is £30.13.4. 
ann., $ is £12.5.3. 


Two black maids @ £36.16 per 
Boots, 4 pair, 24 Dollars, 4 £3.4.0........4. 


65.19. 3 


Salaries of Secretary, assistant and three aids per ann. £800, one third 


of which comes to £266.13.4...... 


266.13. 4 


4 months.... 1741. 9. 





Note.—In the descriptive notes upon 
the Memorial Relics of Washington in 
the New York State Library, prepared 
by Dr. H. A. Homes, the custodian of 
the institution, an account is given of 
the above document. 

This MS., on one sheet, forty-two 
inches long by eight inches wide, in the 
handwriting of Washington, is a view 
of his household expenses in New York 
for three months, from May 24 to Aug. 
24, 1789, at the commencement of his 


first term of office as President. Wash- 
ington, in his first inaugural address, 
expressed his unwillingness to receive 
any money from the public treasury 
beyond his actual expenses, and in pur- 
suance of this principle had his accounts 
carefully kept by his steward, and here 
reduces them in a table in a manner to 
show how much had been spent for 
each item during this period, so as 
to be able to calculate his probable 
expenses for a year. 
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THE WASHINGTON FAMILY OF 
HOLLAND AND GERMANY 


PRELIMINARY Note. — The family 
register of the German-Dutch branch of 
the Washington family, now for the first 
time printed, was communicated to the 
New York Historical Society by the 
Honorable Frederick Kapp, long a resi- 
dent of New York, where he was a dis- 
tinguished member of the Bar, and held 
important public offices. He is now 
returned to Berlin, whence he was exiled 
for his participation in the revolutionary 
movement of 1848. 

Mr. Kapp accompanied the gift with 
the following account of the manner in 
which he became interested in it : 

“When on a visit to Germany in the 
summer of 1862, I met at the office of 
William W. Murphy, our Consul at 
Frankfort-on-the-Main, a young gen- 
tleman who was desirous of coming to the 
United States, and entering her volun- 
teer army. He called at that office in or- 
der to obtain information about the con- 
ditions of his joining our forces, and of 
obtaining a commission therein as offi- 
cer. He had been, if my memory serves 
me right, a lieutenant in the Bavarian 
army, and showed by his accent and 
manner that he was a Southern German. 
For some cause or other he finally gave 
up his intention. At the above interview 
he mentioned, as an inducement for his 
acceptance, that he was a namesake and 
distant relative of the greatest American. 
When asked his name, the young man, 
not quite twenty years of age, called 
himself Baron de Washington, and to 
prove his claims to that name produced 
a pedigree, written partly in Dutch and 
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partly in German, of that branch of the 
Washington family to which he belonged. 
This pedigree was given to me by Mr. 
Murphy at my request, for the purpose 
of presenting it to our Society, as one of 
the oldest and most efficient institutions 
of its kind. I did not lay it before you 
sooner, on account of the great crisis 
which the country has undergone since 
my return. Ata time when the fate of 
a great nation rests on the point of the 
sword, the mind of the patriot is not dis- 
posed to move in historical by-ways, and 
pick up trifles ; but now after a glorious 
and honorable peace has been secured, 
it does not appear to me improper to en- 
joy even the smallest relics, unimportant 
in themselves, which however become of 
some consequence by their connection 
with the name of a great and good man. 
The pedigree of the Dutch -German 
branch of the family goes back to the 
middle of the seventeenth century to 
James Washington, brother of General 
Washington’s great-grandfather, John. 
James as early as the year 1650 went to 
Holland, while John, with his brother 
Andrew, emigrated in 1656 to Virginia. 
James Washington settled in Rotterdam, 
where he married Clara van der Lanen, 
daughter of the burgomaster of that 
port. He had five children, the oldest 
and youngest of whom were males. The 
oldest (Samuel) died unmarried, while 
Jacob, the youngest, had a son of the 
same name born in 1689, and who in 
1724 intermarried with Maria Wynantz, 
from whom the continental Washington 
descended, It will be tedious to enu- 
merate the descendants of Jacob. The 
particulars will form the pedigree itself, 
prepared, as you will perceive, from the 
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family register. I will make in relation 
to it but a few general remarks. 

While it may be taken as a general 
rule that families, after having flourished 
for three generations, subsequently de- 
cline, an exception appears in favor of 
the European branch of the Washington 
family; for it improved with every suc- 
ceeding generation. Thus, Jacob was 
a justice of the peace at Rotterdam, his 
three sons became civil and military offi- 
cers in the service of the Government 
of the Netherlands, and one of his 
grandsons, also called Jacob, born in 
1778, and who died in 1848, was made 
a lieutenant-general in the Bavarian 
army, and having been created a baron, 
married a titled lady of Bavaria. The 


youngest of his sons, born in 1833, is 


the young man from whom this informa- 
tion is derived. His brother Max mar- 
tied the Duchess of Oldenbourg, and in 
this way became connected with one of 
the oldest sovereign families of Europe. 
The House of Oldenbourg, as you are 
aware, is the main branch of the Hol- 
stein-Gottorp stock, and has given em- 
perors to Russia and kings to Denmark, 
and is now connected with the English 
throne by the Princess Alexandra, lately 
married to the Prince of Wales. Al- 
though the Dutch branch is not so highly 
connected, it nevertheless occupies a 
prominent position in its country. Ja- 
cob Washington, another great-grandson 
of the first Jacob, died in 1845 at Sura- 
baya while a first lieutenant in the Dutch 
navy; and his sister Johanna Cornelia 
married Cornelius L. Keurenaar, a 
wealthy banker at the Hague, both of 
whom are still living, and hold possess- 
ion of the family register, and to them 
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we are referred for further information. 

In conclusion permit me to direct your 
attention to the fact that the Dutch 
Washingtons, as late as the middle of 
the last century, were consistent mem- 
bers of the English Church at Holland, 
but that the German branch, in conse- 
quence probably of the marriage of 
Jacob to a Bavarian lady of the Catholic 
faith, adhered to that church.” 


FAMILY REGISTER 


JAMES WASHINGTON, having in the 
middle of the seventeenth century left 
England, which was then agitated by 
civil wars, settled in Rotterdam. His 
brother departed for the English Col- 
onies in America, settled there as planter, 
and was the grandfather of the founder 
of the American Union, George Wash- 
ington. 

James Washington married in the year 
1650 at Rotterdam Clara van der Lanen, 
daughter of the Burgomaster at that 
time. 

From this marriage were born : 

Samuel—died single. 

Elisabeth—died single. 

Miria—was married at Rotterdam to 

P. Konigh. 

Johanna. 

Jacobus. 
1687—Dec. is Johanna married to 

Robert Millingh, minister of the 

English Church at Leyden, and sub- 

sequently at the Hague, 

1689—Dec. is born at Rotterdam Jaco- 
bus Washington. 

1711— July 13. the said Jacobus was 
promoted and appointed advocate, and 
further justice of the peace in the City 
of Rotterdam. 
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1712—July 13. Died at the Hague, Jo- 
Johanna Washington, wife of Robert 
Millingh. 

1724—Oct. 24. Jacobus Washington mar- 
ried Catha. Maria Wynantz. 

1725—Aug. 25. Asonborn,named Ja- 
cobus, baptised in the English Church 
at Rotterdam. 

1728—Vov. 20. 

1730—Aug. 26. 


A son named Jan. 

A son named Daniel. 

1737— Sept. 19. A son named Robert. 

1738— June 1. Died the said Robert. 

1749—May. Jan appointed as clerk in 
ordinary in the office of the High 
Mighty (the States General), 

1749—Oct. Jacobus, Cornet in the 
military service of the Country, mar- 
ried Catharina de Blanche at Campen. 

1750—Aug.1. Isborna daughter Cath- 
arina Maria. 

1752—Dec. 21. Is born a son, Jan. 

1755—Dec. 21. Is born a daughter, 
Suzanna Cordelia. 

1756— June 30. Is born a son, Pieter 
Antonie. 

2756—Dec. 12. Jan, clerk in ordinary, 
married Maria Petronella Steal, at 
Amsterdam. 

1757—Jan. 
Cordelia. 

1757—/an. 24. Died, Jacobus Wash- 
ington, fully 68 years old. 

1758—Feb, 11. Died, Mrs. Catharina 
Maria Wynantz at the Hague. 

1758— June 25. Died, Mrs. Maria Pe- 
tronella Steal at the Hague. 

1758—/July 1. Died, Pieter Antonie 
Washington at Filburg. 

1760—Nor. 16. Jan: Washington re- 
married with Elisabeth Wagener at 
Amsterdam. 


Died, the said Suzanna 
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1762—Dec. 25. Died, Jacobus Wash- 
ington, under Lieutenant in the serv- 
ice of the country, at Leerdam, fully 
37 years of age. 

1762—Dec. 28. A son born to Jan 
Washington and Elisabeth Wagener, 
Jacobus; baptized in the English 
Church, 

1763—Dec. 7. Died, Mrs. Elisabeth 
Wagener at the Hague. 

1764—Oct. 28. Daniel Washington mar- 
ried Maria Elisabeth Ter at the 
Hague. 

1765—March 17. Jan Washington con- 
tracted marriage, for the third time, 
with Levina Johanna Styger at Am- 
sterdam. 

1767—Vov. 24. Born, a son to Jan 
Washington and Levina Johanna Sty- 
ger at the Hague, Johannes; baptised 
in the English Church. 

1768—Aug. 21. Married Miss Catharina 
Maria Washington with Johs. Albs. 
Schlosser, Med.-Doctor, Amsterdam. 

1769—March 2. Died, the same, and 
on the 2oth following also her husband. 

1769—March 3. A son born to Jan 
Washington and Levina Johanna Sty- 
ger, named Daniel, baptised in the 
English Church, who died on the 15th 
of the second month of 1770. 

1770— July 21. A daughter born to Jan 
Washington and Levina Johanna Sty- 
ger, Suzanna Cornelia, baptised in the 
English Church. 

1772—Aug. 25. Again born to them a 
son, also called Daniel, baptised in 
the English Church in the Hague. 

1775—/une 10. Again born to them a 
daughter, Elisabeth Cornelia, baptised 
in the English Church at the Hague. 





ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS 99 


1775 ——Vov. 28. Died, Mrs. Maria 
Elisabeth Fer, wife of Mr. Daniel 
Washington, Military Solicitor at the 
Hague, without leaving issue. 

1777—eb. 2. Daniel Washington re- 
married with Elisabeth Cornelia Hoog- 
stad at the Hague. 

1778— Jan. 26. Born to them a son, 
Jacobus, baptised in the great church 
at the Hague. 

1781— July 27. Born to them asecond 
son, Daniel, baptised in the great 
church of St. Jacob at the Hague. 

1781— Sept. 28. Jacobus Washington ap- 
pointed as clerk in ordinary of the office 
of the High Mighty (States-General). 

1782—Oct. 15. Jan Washington ap- 
pointed a Receiver of Fines and Ex- 
cise duties, etc, ; 

Jan Washington, Junr., 


1785—Fed, to. 
placed at the office with his father. 


1786—Oct. 10. Died, Daniel Washing- 
ton, advocate and military solicitor at 
the Hague, fully 57 years old. 

1786—Oct. 10. Jan Washington, son of 
Jacobus, became proprietory Captain 
of a Company of Infantry in the 
Regiment Poeltardy. 

1788—April 28, Thesaid Jan married Ja. 
Cu. van Bommel at Bergen op Zoom. 

1789— Sept. 25. Died at Noordwyk and 
buried there, Mrs. Elizabeth Cornelia 
Hoogstad, widow of the said Daniel 
Washington, leaving two sons under 
age, Jacobus and Daniel. 

1789—Vov. 9. Died here, Miss Suzanna 
Cornelia Washington, aged 1g and 
about 4 months; buried in the great 
church, in the grave of Mrs. E. C. 
van Hoogstad ; she was on the point 
of being married to Pieter van den 
Swet, merchant at Amsterdam. 


1790—Vov. 9. Ason born to Jan Wash- 
ington, son of Jan, and J. C. van Bom- 
mel, named Jacobus Gerrit Hille- 
brand. 

1791— June 12. Jan Washington, Junr, 
married Anna de Lange at Zaandam. 

1793—March 13. Died here at the 
Hague, Elizabeth Cornelia Washing- 
ington, aged 17 years, 9 months, and 
buried by her sister. 

1797—Dec. 12. Died at the Hague, Mrs. 
Anna de Lange, wife of Jan Washing- 
ton, son of Jan, without issue. 

1800— Sept, 27. Died at the Hague, Jan 
Washington, about 72 years. 

1801—May 7. Died at the farm Nieu- 
wenhowen, near Halsteren, Jan Wash- 
ington, son of Jacob, at the age of 
nearly 49 years. 

1802—May 20. Remarried, Jan Wash- 
ington, son of Jan, with Maria Kruel 
at the Hague. 

1802—Oc?t. 17. Married. Daniel Wash- 
ington, son of Jan, Johanna Cornelia 
van de Polder, at the Hague. 

1803—May 23. Born to them a daughter, 
Levina Johanna, baptised in the Con- 
vent Church. 

1804—March 24. Born, a son to Jan 
Washington and Maria Kruel, bap- 
tised in the Convent Church, named 
Jan. 

1805—March 2. Born, a second daught- 
erto Daniel Washington and J. C. van 
de Polder, Cornelia Margaretha Jo- 
hanna. 

1805—April 26. Died, the child of Jan 
Washington and Maria Kruel, fully 13 
months old. 

1806—March 14. Born to them, a sec- 
ond son, baptised in the Convent 
Church, named Jan. 
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1806—March 22—Died at Rotterdam, 
Mrs. Levina Johanna Styger, widow 
of the late Jan Washington, at the age 
of nearly 70 years. 

1806—Vov. 5. Born to Daniel Wash- 
ington and Ja. C. van de Polder, a 
son, baptised in the Convent Church, 
and named Jacob. 

1807— Sept. 25. Died at Bergen op 
Zoom, Mrs. Johanna Catharina van 
Bommel, widow of the late Capt. Jan 
Washington, son of Jacob. 

1808—Sept. 4. Daniel Washington, son 
of Daniel, married Caroline Julie 
Dorothea Marcard te Stade. 

1809—April30. Married, Jacobus Wash- 
ington, son of Jan, Johanna Sprong te 
Leerdam. 


1809—May 10. Born to Daniel Wash- 


ington and Joh. Corn. van de Polder, 


athird daughter, baptised in the church 
at Amsterdam, and named Johanna 
Maria. 

1810— Jan. 22. Born to Jan Washington 
and Maria Kruel at the Hague, a 
daughter, baptised in the Convent 
Church, and named Levina Petronelle 
Johanna. 

1810—.Sep/. 18. Born to Daniel Wash- 
ington, son of Jan, and J. Corn. van 
de Polder (a daughter), baptised at 
Amsterdam, and named Suzanna Jo- 
hanna Cornelia. 

1811—Oct.10. Died, the little daughter 
of Daniel Washington and J. C. van 
de Polder, named Johanna Maria, 

* born ro May, 1809. 

1811—Oct, 30. Born to Jan Washington 
and M. Kruel at the Hague, a second 
daughter, baptised in the Convent 
Church, aad named Johanna Cornelia. 
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1811—Vov. 23. Mrs. J. C. van de Polder, 
wife of Daniel Washington, was con- 
fined with a dead son. 

1811—Dec. 9. Died, the little daughter 
of Daniel Washington and J. C. van 
de Polder, named Cornelia Marga- 
retha Johanna, born 2d March, 180s. 

1812—Feb.17. Died, the little daughter 
of the foregoing, named Suzanna Jo- 
hanna Cornelia, born 18th Sept. 
1810. 

1812—Sep?. 2. Born to Jacobus Wash- 
inton, son of Jan and Johanna Sprong, 
at Amsterdam, a daughter, born say 
baptised in the Amstel Church, 
and named Elizabeth Frederica Jo- 
hanna. 

1813—March 22. Born to Jan Wash- 
ington and Maria Kruel at the Hague, 
a third daughter, baptised in the Con- 
vent Church, and named Cornelia 
Elisabeth. 
1813— Sept. 6. Died, Daniel Washing- 
ton, Daniel’s son, fully 32 years old. 
1814—Vov. 17. Died, Levina Petro- 
nella Johanna, born 22d Jan., 1810. 
1814—Dec. 13. Died, Cornelia Elisa- 
beth, born 11 March, 1813. 

1815—May. Married, Jacs G. H. Wash- 
ton at the Brielle, to W. D. Lux of 
that place, 

1816—March 25. Born to them, a son, 
named Joan Hendrick. 

1816—Sept. 10. Born to Jan Washing- 
ton and Maria Kruel at the Hague, a 
fourth daughter, baptised in the Con- 
vent Church, named Johanna Petro- 
nella Elisabeth. 

1817—Aug. 27. Bornto J.G. H. Wash- 
ington at the Brielle, a daughter, 
named Johanna Cathrina Juliana. 
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1818—Sep?. 1. Born to Jacobus Wash- 
ington, son of Jan, and Juliana Sprong, 
at the Hague, a daughter, baptised in 
the Convent Church, and named Al- 
leta Amilia Jacomina. 

1819— Sept. 18. Born to J. G. H. Wash- 
ington, a daughter, named Jacoba 
Dorothea (N. B. at the Brielle). 

1822— July 28. Married, Jacobus Wash- 
ington, son of D. G. Chamberlain, 
Colonel and aid de camp of H. M. the 
King of Bavaria, Commandeur and 
Knight of sundry orders, A. C. M. A. 
T. M. G., Dowager van Lochner at 
Huttenbach, born Baroness de Verger, 
Lady of the order of Sta Anna. 

1823— July 21. Died, Levina Johanna 
Washington, born 23d May, 1803.- 

1825—F¢d. 12. Died, Joan Hendrick, 
born 25 March, 1816. 

1825—Sept.14. Born to J. G.H. Wash- 
ington at Brielle, a second son, Joan 
Hendrick. 

1827—Feb, 28. Died, Mrs. Johanna 
Cornelia Washington, born. v. d. Pol- 
der. 

1827—Vov. 11. 


Born to Jacobus Wash- 
ington, son of Daniel, and A. C. M. 
S. M. G. de Verger, a son, named 
Louis Charles Auguste Maximilian 


Gebhart. 
father. 
1829— July 23. Died, Daniel Washing- 
ton, son of Jan, at the age of 57 years. 

1829—Aug. 3. Born to Jacobus Wash- 
ington, Daniel’s son, and A: C, M. A. 
S. M. G. de Verger, a second son, 
named Maximilian Emanuel Willi- 
bald Jan Bernhart Gebhard. 

1832— June 5. Jan Washington, son of 
Jan Washington, son of Jan and Ma- 
ria Kruel, promoted to an officership 
in the Netherland Camp. 


H. M. the King stood god- 
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1832—Vov. 21. Married, Johanna Cor- 
nelia Washington, daughter of Jan 
Washington and Maria Kruel, to Cor- 
nelis Lodewyk Keurenaar at the 
Hague. 

1836— Jan. 3. Died, Jan Washington, 
son of Jan, at the age of fully 68 years. 

1836—Agri/ 26. Born to Cornelis Lo- 
dewyk Keurenaar and Johanna Cor- 
nelia Washington, a daughter, named 
Anna Maria. 

1837—May 26. 
tioned infant. 

1838—Sept. 17. Born to Cornelis Lo- 
dewyk Keurenaar and Johanna Cor- 
nelia Washington at the Hague, ason, 
Jan August. 

1840— July 22. Died at the Hague, 
Maria Kruel, widow of the late Jan 
Washington, son of Jan, at the age of 
55 years. 

1843—Dec. 11. Died at Gouda, Mrs. 
Wilhelmina Dorothea Washington, 
born Lux, at the age of 56 years. 

1845—March 25. Died, at Surabaya, 
Jacob Washington, Lieutenant at Sea, 
1st Class, Knight of the military or- 
der of William, at the age of about 
39 years, son of the late Daniel Wash- 
ington and J. C. van de Polder. 

1846— Jan. 17. Died at Gouda, Jan 
Hendrick Washington, aged fully 20 
years, only son of J. G. H. Washington 
and Wilhelmina D. Lux. 

1846— Jan. 19. Born to Cornelis Lo- 
dewyk Keurenaar and Johanna Cor- 
nelia Washington at the Hague, a 
daughter, called Johanna Maria. 

1846 — June 17. Died at Rotterdam, 
Jacobus Washington, son of Jan, at the 
age of 84 years. 

1847—Oct. 8. Died at the Hague, Jo- 
hanna Maria. born roth Jan., 1846. 


Died, the last men- 
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1848— June 29. Married, Johanna 
Catharina Juliana Washington, eldest 
daughter of Jacobus Gerrit Hilde- 
brand Washington and W. D. Lux, 
with J. Lux. 

1849— June 9. Born to Cornelis Lo- 
dewyk Keurenaer and Johanna Wash- 
ington, a daughter, named Johanna 
Cornelia Louisa. 

1851—Sepft. 24. Died, the last men- 
tioned infant at the Hague. 

1853—Dec. 3. Born to Cornelis Lode- 
wyk Keurenaer and Johanna Cornelia 
Washington at the Hague, a daughter, 
named Johanna Cornelia. 

1858—Sept. 27. Died at Bergen op 
Zoom, Johann Jacobus, eldest son of 
J. Lux and J. C. J. Washington. 

1860—Oct. 14. Died at the Hague, Jo- 
hanna Petronella Elisabeth Washing- 
ton, at the age of 44 years, youngest 
daughter of Jan Washington and Ma- 
ria Kruel. 

1861— Sept. 10. Died, at Oecstgeest, 
Cornelis Lodewyk Keurenaar. 


ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS 


Furnished by Carl Theodor von 
Washington 


1830—Died, the wife of Jacob, Baron 
von Washington. 

1833—24 Jan. Married, Jacobus Baron 
von Washington, Caroline Baroness 
Segesser of Brunegg. 


1833—27 Oct. Born Carl Theodor Ba- 
ron von Washington. 

1840—13 April. Died, Caroline Baron- 
ess Washington, born Baroness Se- 
gesser of Brunegg. 
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1848—7 April. Died, Jacobus Baron 
von Washington, Chamberlain and 
Adjutant General of His Majesty the 
King of Bavaria. 

1851—1 Fed. Died, Ludwig Baron von 
Washington, Lieutenant in the 3d 
Regiment of Infantry. 

1855—15 Aug. Married, Maximilian 
Baron von Washington, Frederica, 
Duchess of Oldenburg. 

1856—2 Aug. Born, George Baron of 
Washington. 

1858— June. 
Washington. 
N. B.—All further information re- 

specting the family of Washington is to 

be obtained from Mr. Jan Keurenaar, 

Banker at the Hague. 

SUPPLEMENTARY NoTe.—The manu- 
script of the register, partly in the Ger- 
man and partly in the Dutch language, 
is preserved in the collections of the 


New York Historical Society. 
EDITOR 


Born, Stephan Baron von 


COUNCIL OF WAR 


AT A BOARD OF GENERAL OFFICERS 
CONVENED AT NEW WINSDOR 
THE 1I2TH DAY OF 
JUNE 1781 
PRESENT 
His Excellency the Commander in Chief 
Majors General Brigadiers General 

Lord Stirling Knox 
Genl. How Patterson 
Genl. Parsons Hand 
Genl. McDougall Huntington 
Du Portail 


The Commander in Chief informed 
the Board that the principal reason of 
his calling them together was to make 
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them acquainted with the plan of opera- 
tions concerted between His Excellency 
The Count de Rochambeau and him- 
self, at their late meeting at Wethers- 
field— He requested that they would, 
at all times in the course of those oper- 
ations, give him their advice and opin- 
iors, individually, without hesitation or 
reserve—assuring them, that he should 
ever receive them with thankfulness, and 
that, although circumstances or other 
considerations might sometimes lay him 
under the necessity of taking measures 
different from what might be proposed, 
he hoped that would be no impediment 
to their still continuing to communicate 
to him their ideas. 

The Commander in Chief urged to 
the Board the necessity of economising 
provisions, and recommended to the 
Generals, particularly the Brigadiers, the 
necesssity of inspecting the Returns 
made by their Commissaries upon every 
drawing day, in order to see that the 
quantity of Rations drawn did not ex- 
ceed the number to which the Brigade 
was strictly entitled, assuring them that 
he should, in future, look upon them as 
answerable for any irregularities upon 
this head. He here took occasion to 
state to the Board, generally, the present 
System of the departments of Commis- 
saries General of Purchase and Issues, 
and shewed the impossibilty of their 
being, upon their present plan, a check, 
as was intended, upon each other, and 
wished the Board to take the matter into 
consideration and report any method 
which appeared to them more likely to 
answer the end proposed— 

He also desired them to take the fol- 
matters into consideration and report 
upon them accordingly. 
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1st. A plan for the regular inspection of the 
Magazines of provision—that the state of the 
provision may not only be constantly known but 
that the Commissaries may be called to account 
for any damage which may appear owing to 
their negligence. 

2d, Whether the number of Issuing post to 
the Northward of Virginia (agreeable to a return 
which will be laid before them by the Comm’y 
Genl.) appear to them necessary. If they do 
not, pointing out which, in their opinions, ought 
to be abolished. 

3d. A plan for baking for the Army drawn 
up by General Knox. 

4th. The proportion of Women which ought 
to be allowed to any given number of men, and 
to whom Rations shall be allowed. 

5th. What Officers of the Staff shall be al- 
lowed to draw Waiters from the line of the 
Army. 

6th. Whether it will be safe during our ad- 
vance toward New York and while we are oper- 
ating against that place, to trust the posts at 
King’s Ferry and West point to the following 
Garrisons — composed of the weakliest and 
worst Men, but who are to remain in the Works 
assigned them. 
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7th. How far will it be advisable to encamp 
the Army—and what place will be best to draw 
them together in the first instance. 


NOTE.—Ms. communicated by John Davies. 





104 
LETTERS OF WASHINGTON 


" SEVENTY 
NOW FOR THE FIRST TIME 
PUBLISHED 
1754 ro 1780 
I 
Communicated by Joseph J. Cooke 
Alexandria, 22d, [March] 1754 
Dr. Sir 
I wrote to you in Frederick not know- 
ing your Intention of going to Stafford, 
desiring that all your Men &c. might be 
in readiness to march by the middle or 
last of next week at furthest for 
Ohio: I have just receiv’d the Gov- 


ernor’s Orders (which was sent upon the 
arrival of Captn Trents express) to dis- 


patch with all expedition thither, with 
the men already raiz’d and such Officers 
as I see proper: therefore, I shall do 
myself the Honour of callling upon you 
for one ; I expect several others up this 
Day, together with three Sloops from 
York James River, and Eastern Shore 
with recruits; those who cannot be in 
readiness to go, are to stay and march 
with Coln. Frye who is to bring out the 
remainder of the Men Artillery &c. I 
shou’d be glad you wou’d repair to 
Alexandria imediately upon the receipt 
of this in your way to Winchester that 
we may consult on proper Means. 
I am Dr. Sir 
Yr Aff. Hble Servt 
Go, WASHINGTON 

William Fairfax, Esqr 


[On the reverse of the same leaf is :] 


P. S. I suppose you have read or 
heard of the Governor’s comand requir- 
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ing all officers to be and appear at Alex- 


andria the 2oth inst. 
W: Fairfax 


22d March 
II 


Communicated by Simon Gratz 
Mount Vernon 
Saturday morning [1756] 
Dear Madam, 

Letters which I have just received 
from the President and others from 
Winchester render it necessary for me to 
set out for Williamsburg to morrow. If 
you or any of the young Ladies have 
Letters to send, or other commands 
that I can execute, I should be glad to 
be honored with them, and you may 
depend upon my punctuality—please to 
accept my Compliments yourself, and 
offer them to the young Ladies and be- 
lieve that I am with great truth and 
sincerity 

Dr Madam 
yr most obedt & obliged 
Go. WASHINGTON 


III 
Communicated by T. Bailey Myers 
Fort Loudon, July 12, 1757 

Sir 

I received yours of the roth Inst. 
Covering the Drummers Deposition 
about the Enemys Motions and Designs 
which will I hope prove as favorable to 
us as the last Intelligence from that 
Quarter. I have transmitted Governor 
Dinwiddie a Copy of it and would have 
sent another to Colo. Stanwix, did not the 
Bearer assure me that there could be no 
doubt of your Expresses reaching him 
in due time. If you should at anytime 
hereafter have occasion to send an Ex- 
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press here you need not beat the Trouble 
of sending it further than Pearsalls 
whence Captn McKenzie will immedi- 
ately forward it here. The bearer seems 
unfit for the Service he is now on being 
a drunken dilatory Fellow. 
I am Sir 
Your Most Obedient 
Go. WASHINGTON 


IV 
Communicated by C. W. Frederickson 


Alexandria Novr. 13th 1757 
Reverend Sir 
Necessity—and that I hope will apol- 
ogize for the trouble I must give you— 
obliges me to ask the favour of a visit— 
that I may have an opportunity of con- 
sulting you on a disorder which I have 
lingered under for three Months past— 
It is painful for me to write—Mr. Car- 
lyle will say the rest—I shall only add, 
that I am with great esteem 
Yr most Obedt. Hble Sevt, 
Go. WASHINGTON 
To the Reverd Mr. Charles Green 


. Vv 
Communicated by Joseph W. Drexel 


Mount Vernon, July 14th, 1761 
Gentn. 

This serves to address a copy of my 
last, and at the sametime to inform you 
that I have just received advice from 
Imy Steward of the Tobacco which he 


has put on Board the Argo, amounting 


in the whole to seventy Hhds; Thirty 
of which belongs to me, and the rest to 
my Ward Jno. Park Custis. You will 
please to make a proper Insurance there- 
on, and as you may readily perceive how 
much the usual Consignments have been 
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exceeded, for this year or two past, so I 
hope you will likewise exert your best 
endeavors in the Sales of our Tobacco’s, 
that by a carefull attention in this 
necessary point, our corrispondance 
may be continued with mutual advan- 
tages. 

I have not sufferd any alterations as 
yet to be made in the marks of my York 
River Tobacco; but so soon as you 
think it can be done with safety please to 
advise me thereof, that the proper distinc- 
tions may be made to avoid confusion 
hereafter.— The present Crop in Boyce, 
will be readily enough distinguishd by, 
the Marks and Numbers in the Bills of 
Lading (if my directions are attended to) 
because it is to be observd that none of 
of my D. P C, nor IC Tobacco, have the 
same numbers or Letters as my Wards, 
my D P C Leaf beginning with the No 15 
and ending with 27, and the Stemd with 
the Letter H, ending with M.— The IC 
Leaf begins with 12, and ends with 19 
and the Stemd with I ending in M.— 
This particularity I have been causd to 
run into here, least the Captn thinking 
it unnecessary to give separate Bills of 
Lading contrary to my directions to Mr 
Valentine shoud Include the whole To- 
bacco in one Sett, and by that means 
render it impossible to distinguish one 
from the other 

Johnston is at length safe anchord in 
the River, but I have neither got my 
Goods nor Letters yet which came by 
him; however as he is expected up 
every Tide I dont doubt but I shall 
soon receive both. 

I am Gertn 
Your most Obedt Hble Servt 
Go. WASHINGTON 
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VI 
Communicated by C. W. Frederickson 
The Warm Springs 
26th Aug 1761 
Revd Sir 

I shoud think myself very inexcusa- 
ble were I to omit so good an oppor- 
tunity as Mr. Douglass’s return from 
these Springs, of giving you some Ac- 
count of the place, and of our ap- 
proaches to it. 

To begin then,—We arriv’d here yes- 
terday, and our journey as you may 
imagine was not of the most agreeable 
sort, through such weather & such 
Roads as we had to encounter; these 
last for 20 or 25 miles from hence are 
almost impassible for Carriages, not so 
much from the Mountainous Country 
(but this in fact is very rugged) as from 
Trees that have fallen across the Road, 
and render’d the way intolerable. 

We found of both Sexes about 200 
People at this place, full of all manner 
of diseases & Complaints; some of 
which are much benefited, while others 
find no relief from the waters—Two or 
three Doctors are here, but whether at- 
tending as Physicians or to Drink of 
the Waters I know not. 

It is thought the Springs will soon be- 
gin to lose their virtues, and the weather 
get too cold for People not well pro- 
vided to remain here. They are situ- 
ated very badly on the East side of a 
steep Mountain, and Inclo’d by Hills on 
all Sides, so that the afternoon’s Sun is 
hid by 4 o’clock and the Fogs hang 
over us till 9 or 10 wch occasion’s great 
Damps and the Mornings and Evenings 
to be cool. 

The Place I am told, and indeed have 
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found it so already, is supply’d with 
Provisions of all kinds—good Beef & 
venison, fine veal, Lamb Fowls & &c. 
may be bought at almost any time, but 
Lodgings can be had on no terms but 
building for them, and I am of opinion 
that numbers get more hurt by their 
manner of lying, than the waters can do 
them good, had we not succeeded in 
getting a Tent & marquee from Win- 
chester we shoud have been in a most 
miserable situation here— 

In regard to myself I must beg leave 
to say, that I was much overcome with 
the fatigue of the Ride and weather to- 
gether—however I think my fevers are 
a good deal abated, altho’ my Pains 
grow rather worse, and my sleep equally 
disturb’d; what effect the waters may 
have upon me I cant say at present, but 
I expect nothing from the air—this cer- 
tainly must be unwholesome—I purpose 
to stay here a fortnight & longer if ben- 
efitted— 

I shall attempt to give you the best 
discription I can of the Stages to this 
place, that you may be at no loss, if 
after this acct. you choose to come up. 
Toulston I should recommend as the 
first, Majr Hamilton’s or Israel Thomp- 
sons the 2d, ye one abt 30, the other 35 
miles distant from thence you may reach 
Henry Vanmeters on Opeckon Creek or 
Captn Paris’s 4 miles on this side, which 
will be ab’ 35 miles; and then your 
journey will be easy the following day 
to this place. 

I have made out a very long, and a 
very dirty Letter, but hurry must apolo- 
gize for the latter & I hope your fond- 
ness will excuse the former,—please to 
make my Complimts acceptable to Mrs. 
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Green and Miss Bolan & be assured 
Revd Sir that with a true respect 
I remain Yr most obed & obliged 
Go. WASHINGTON 

[Revd Charles Green] 

P.S. If I coud be upon any cer- 
tainty of yr comg or coud get only 4 
days previous notice of yr arrival I 
woud get a House built such as are here 
erected very indifferent indeed, they are 
tho. for yr. receptn. 

30 Augt 

Since writing the above Mr. Douglass 
lost his horse and was detain’d, but I 
met with a Fairfax man returng home 
who is to be back again immediately for 
his wife. This Person I have hird to 
carry some Letters to Mrs. Washn. und 
whose cover this goes; by him you are 


furnish’d with an oppertunity of honor- 
ing me with yr commands, if you retain 
any thoughts of com’g to this place—I 
think myself benefitted by the waters, 
and am now with hopes of their making 
acure of me, little time will shew now. 


VII 
- Communicated by Simon Gratz 
[1763] 
Monday Evening 
Dear Sir, 

I will take the best care I can of your 
Letters, that for Mr. Waite shall be sent 
to him, and an answer got, if he works 
for Mr. Page near Fredericksburg. 
Anthony and I have examined your 
Wheels, and find one of them so decayed 
in the knave that it would sink under 
the first load. I have therefore forbid 
his wasting time in making an axle, but 
to get a pair of wheels from one of my 
Plantn Carts, and fix to the Tumbrel 
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he is making for you ’till a new pair can 
be provided. I have also directed 
Miles to call for my Waggon Harness 
[Cart Harness I have none, but what are 
at my Plantns used with the Plows] 
which will answer your purpose very 
well, as it is for a single Team. 

I directed a man to you on Saturday 
last with shells, they were not very good, 
but I did not know how far they might 
be necessary ; my Boat will beat your 
service whenever you choose to call for 
her, and I shall enquire as you desire 
where Paint & Oil may be had, for I be- 
lieve I shall want of them myself, es- 
pecially of the latter. 

I shall beg leave to say a little now 
in regard to Jno Askew. ‘That he went 
to work at your House, was not only 
with my knowledge but by my express 
desire, and had he stayd there ’til this 
time it would have been perfectly agree- 
able to me; but as you know when he 
left your work, so I can assure you that 
he never came to mine until Wednesday 
or Thursday last. I then asked him if 
he did not think himself one of the 
most worthless and ungrateful fellows 
that lived for his treatment of me—for 
you must know Sir that so small a job 
as making the Front Gate in my yard 
was left him to do when I went to Wil- 
liamsburg abt the roth of May last, and 
was found undone at my return, altho I 
urged him in the strongest manner I 
could to get it finished for this very prev- 
alent Reason namely, that I might In- 
close my Chariot Horses in a Pasture 
round the House secured by a Post & 
Rail fence and by that means prevent 
them from breaking into a field where I 
had about 10 acres of Peas, that is now 
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by his Idlenes and there letting in my 
sheep entirely rooted out. This as I 
before said he neglected, and I was from 
that time untill a day or two before Mr. 
Carlyle asked for him to go to Belvoir, 
e’er I coud get him to work ‘again; so 
that you may partly judge from this of 
the provocation he has given me, but 
you will be more convinced of it when 
I tell you that the Ball’e he owes me is 
for Tools Imported for him, and money 
actually lent to keep him from starving 
and froma Goal, from whence [at least 
the Sheriffs Custody] I have once or 
twice redeemed him—and lent him 


money to cloath & by necessaries for 
his Family. This is the real truth of 
the case, and it is so far from my want- 
ing to keep him [longer than he will 


finish the Gate, and repays 7 days 
work due to my Carpenters, and how 
about] that I never desire to see his 
Face again, if he can fall upon any 
method of paying what he owes me in 
money. 

I have made an exchange of Planta- 
tions with old Saml Johnson, giving the 
place where Clifton lived for the Lots 
he held in the Neck, otherwise I shd 
have been glad to have obliged Doctr 
Cockburne. 

Mrs. Washington will be very glad to 
see Mrs, Fairfax &c. at Mount Vernon, 
as I shoud have been—to whom please 
to tender our Complimts & believe me 
to be 

Dr Sir 
Yr Most Obt Hble Servt 


Go. WASHINGTON 
Geo. Wm. Fairfax, Esq. 
at 
Belvoir 
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VII 
Communicated by Simon Gratz 
Mount Vernon 17th July 1763 
Dear Sir, 

We were a good deal disappointed in 
the promised visit—A constant watch 
was kept until the accustomed Bell gave 
the signal for Dinner, and said it was 
time to look no more. We do not 
readily comprehend the cause of the 
disappointment, but as Water seems not 
to be the element favourable to our 
wishes, we hope you will no longer trust 
to so uncertain a conveyance, but give 
us the pleasure of securing a visit at the 
next appointment. I am under a neces- 
sity of going to Frederickburg early in 
next week [i. e. about the 26th] for a 
week’s stay, to which place if you have 
any commds I shoud be glad to execute 
them—Our compliments, I mean Mrs. 
Green’s, he is at Church, Mr. & Mrs. 
Fairfax’s and Mrs. Washington’s, are 
tendered along with those of, Sir. 

Yr Most Obedt Hble Servt 
Go. WASHINGTON 
George William Fairfax Esqr 
IX 
Communicated by Simon Gratz 
Fredk. Warm Springs 
18th Augt [17]69 
Dr Sir, 

About a fortnight ago I came to this 
place with Mrs. Washington and her 
daughter, the latter of whom being 
troubled with a complaint, which the 
efficacy of these waters it is thought 
might remove, we resolved to try them, 
but have found little benefit as yet from 
the experiment; what a week or two 
more may do, we know not, and there- 
fore are inclined to put them to the Test 
—it was with much pleasure however i 
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heard by Mr. Clingan that you stand in 
no need of assistance from these Springs 
which I find are applied to in all cases, 
altho there be a moral certainty of their 
hurting in some. Many poor miserable 
objects are now attending here, which I 
hope will receive the desired benefit, as 
I dare say they are deprived of the 
means of obtaining any other releif, 
from their Indigent Circumstances. 

Give me leave now Sir to thank you 
for the polite & friendly assistance you 
gave to the affair I took the liberty (in 
March last) of recommending to your 
notice—Captn Crawford, from whom I 
have since heard, informs me, that your 
Letter procured him a free, and easy 
admission to the Land office, & to such 
Indulgences as coud be consistently 
granted ; consequently his work became 
much less difficult, than otherwise it 
would have been. 

Some confident reports of Indian dis- 
turbances at Fort Pitt, drove many 
famlies in from Redstone, and gave 
some alarm to the Female Visitors of 
these waters; but upon a stricter scrut- 
iny into the causes of the reports, we 
find that mis-representation & ill 
grounded fears, gave rise to the whole; 
& that our own People more than the 
Indians are to blame for the little mis- 
understandings which have happened 
among them. 

My best respects attend Mrs, Arm- 
strong, in which Mrs. Washington joins, 
& I am with very great esteem 

Dr Sir Yr Most Obedt & 
obliged Hble Servt 
Go. WASHINGTON 
Colo. Jno. Armstrong In Carlyle 
By favour of Mr. Clingan 


x 
Communicated by Joseph W. Drexel 
Mount Vernon, May 13th, 1770 
Sir, 

Your favour of the 9th came to hand 
last night, but I do not think myself 
prepared at this time to give any con- 
clusive answer to the question you pro- 
pounded, respecting Mr Custis’s travel- 
ling to perfect his Education. 

It is a matter of very great conse- 
quence and well deserving of the most 
serious consideration especially one 
who stands in the degree of Affinity to 
him that I do— A natural Parent has 
only two things principally to consider, 
the Improvement of his Son, and the 
Finances to do it with: if he fails in the 
first (not through his own neglect) he 
laments it as a misfortune; if exceeded 
in the Second, he endeavours to correct 
it as an abuse unaccountable to any, 
and regardless of what the World may 
say, who do not, cannot suspect him of 
acting upon any other motive than for 
the good of the Party; he is to satisfy 
himself only : but this is not the case in 
respect to Guardians: they are not only 
to be actuated by the same motives 
which govern in the other case, but. are 
to consider in what light their conduct 
may be viewed by those whom the con- 
stitution hath placed as a controuling 
power over them; because a faupas 
committed by them often incurs the 
severest censure, and sometimes punish- 
ment; when the Intention may be 
Strictly laudable. 

Thus much Sir I have taking the lib- 
erty of saying to shew you in what light 
I consider myself (generally) as the 
Guardian of this youth: But before I 
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coud adopt the measure fenally, upon 
the extensive plan you seem to propose, 
and give a definitive answer; it would 
be incumbent on me (as the person who 
is to acct for his Worldly concerns as 
well as personal accomplishments) to 
have some regular System proposed ; 
that it may be seen at one view how the 
expence and his Income are proportioned 
to each other, for tho’ I am far, very far, 
from harbouring any distrust of your 
being influenced by any sinester views, 
or that you woud be unreasonable in 
your expectations as his Governor, yet 
some plan shoud be pointed out, some 
estimate formed, by which I am to be 
guided ; otherwise were I hastily to de- 
termine that a year or two hence (or as 
his Education and Judgment ripened) 
he was to travel, and when that period 
arrivd it was found to be upon a plan 
too enlargd for his fortune and a stop 
thereby put to it, it might be a disap- 
pointmt to you which I shoud be sorry 
for, as I make it a point, at least endeav- 
our to do so, not to deceive any one. 
From what I have said, you may pos- 
sibly conceive that I am averse to his 
Travelling, for the completion of his 
Education ; but be assured Sir I am not ; 
there is nothing, in my opinion, more 
desirable to form the manners and en- 
crease the knowledge of observant youth 
than such a plan as you have sketchd 
out; and I beg of you to believe, that 
there is no Gentleman under whose care 
Mrs. Washington and myself woud sosoon 
entrust Mr Custis as yourself (after he is 
sufficiently instructed in Classical know- 
ledge here) It may be depended on 
therefore, that the gratification of this 
passion in him, will never meet with any 
interuption from me, and I think I may 
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venture to add from his mother, pro- 
vided he is disposed to set out upon 
such a Plan of Improvement as your 
good sense is capable of dictating to 
him; & provided also that you will 
undertake to accompany & guide him in 
the pursuit of it: Add to this, that he 
will be content with such an allowance 
as his Income can afford; for here it is 
also necessary to observe, that tho he is 
possessd of what is called a good Estate 
it is not a profitable one— His Lands 
are poor, consequently the Crops short; 
and tho’ he has a number of slaves, 
slaves in such cases only add to the Ex- 
pence— About 60 and from that to 80 
Hhds of Tobo. is as much as he gener- 
ally makes of a year; and if this is 
cleared, it is as much as can be expected 
considering the number of People he 
has to Cloath and the many incident 
charges attending such an Estate. 

This Sir is all the answer I am capa- 
ble of giving you at present, if you will 
do me the favour to be more explicit on 
this subject in another Letter, I will not 
only think of the matter with the best 
attention to it I am master of, but 
advise with some of his, and my friends, 
whilst I am in Williamsburg as a Justifi- 
cation of my conduct therein,—and as 
to his being Innoculated for the Small 
Pox previous to such an Event, the pro- 
priety of it is so striking, that it cannot 
admit of a doubt. In truth my opinion 
of this is, that it ought to happen wheth- 
er he travels or not as this disorder will 
in the course of a few years be scarce 
ever out of his own Country. 

With very great esteem I remain 

Rev'd Sir Your most Hble Servt 
Go. WASHINGTON 
The Revd Mr Boucher in Caroline Co. 
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XI 
Communicated by Thomas Addis Emmet 
Mount Vernon, Dec’r 3d, 1772 
Dear Brother, 

I was in great hopes to have met with 
you at Fredericksburg, or seen you at 
this place on your way up but it would 
almost seem as if you had foresworn this 
part of the Country. 

I have taken the liberty of troubling 
you with the Inclosed Letter to Doctr 
Briscoe & beg that you will take a copy 
of it, and serve him with the criginal 
when it happens to suit your convg- 
ience— I have also by Colo Fairfax 
wrote to Colo Stephen respecting our 
‘Lands over the Mountains, desiring the 
former if he should not see the latter 
himself to send the Letter to your care 
which I beg may be contrived to him by 
a safe hand. 

If you have heard what is done in 
Kennedy’s Replevy please to let me know 
as I fancy the three months must have 
expired— I was glad to hear by Charles, 
that you still entertain’d some thoughts 
of coming down this Winter, but as I 
have met with so many disappointments, 
I shall never expect till I see you; My 
love in wch Mrs. Washington &c. joins 
is offer’'d to Yr self, my Sister & 
Family & I am Dr Sir 

Yr Most Affec Br 
Go. WASHINGTON 
To Colo Saml Washington 


XII 
Communicated by Simon Gratz 
Mount Vernon April 2oth, 1773 
Dear Sir 
As it would be very inconvenient to 
to me to set out for New York as soon 
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as I returned from Williamsburg, I have 
resolved to postpone my journey to the 
last mentioned place, & of course to 
give you the trouble of doing my busi- 
ness there; I have therefore by the 
bearer, Inclos’d you some Bonds, and 
orders for money, which I beg the fa- 
vour of you to receive for me. The ac- 
count against Mr. Mattw. Whiting Mr. 
Mongomerie is to pay, as you may see 
by my Letter to him, left open for your 
perusal— Should Mr. Montgomerie con- 
trary tomy expectation, refuse to allow for 
the loss I sustaind by my Brothr. Charles’s 
receivg 340 Dollars at 6/. please to 
take care of the papers which contains a 
List of the different kinds of money in 
his own handwriting, as it was paid, for 
I am determined not to submit to it; as 
Mr. Montgomerie, after neglecting to 
pay the money in Williamsburg, had no 
right to impose Dollars at that value— 
Whatever sum you receive from him, on 
acct. of Mr. Whiting’s Bond, willl go 
towards lessening my claim upon Arm- 
istead’s Estate, which you may see by 
the Inclosed Acct. & Protest, & which I 
beg the favour of you to endeavour to 
receive for me. Messrs. Buckner’s Bond 
(Inclosd) is accompanied by a Letter 
to them, pressing payment of the money 
to you, as I have very urgent occasion 
for what money I can collect— You also 
have a Letter to Colo. Bannister request- 
ing him to pay you £32-10—& I have 
wrote to young Mr. Edmd. Pendleton, © 
& also to Colo. Carter Braxton (one of 
Colo. Bernd. Moore’s Trustees) and to 
Mr. Armistead for £401-11-0-sterlg. 
due from the said Moore’s Estate for 
Intt. of the Bond to which Colo. Baylor 
was Security ; and hope that it will be 
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paid, as I have informd them that the 
Bond will be put in Suit without— I 
have some hopes likewise, that Mr. John 
Fry (or Mr. John Nicholas in his behalf) 
will pay you the sum of £31-0-4 which 
he stands indebted to me for his propor- 
tion of the expenses of Patenting the 
Ohio Lands, and I should be obliged to 
you to ask Mr. Norton if Mr. Thruston 
has not desired him to pay £12-1-9 on 
the same acct., & to receive it if he did. 
Mr. Thruston informs me that he has 
desired Mr. Norton to pay this sum to 
me at this Court. Should you go over 
to Gloucester—or, if there is any Body 
that does business in Wmsburg for your 
Brother, please to know if it will be con- 
venient to pay the £40 due last October 
for the Interest of his Bond, and ask 
Mr. Hill for what money he collects for 
me— Out of which several Sums please 
to pay the following Drafts, which I ex- 
pect will be there against me (or you in 
my stead), Mr. Hodge for a servant 
(Gardner) bought of him £35 Cy., Mr. 
Robt. Washington £60 in part for the 
two Negroes mentioned in my last, 
bought of him. The rest of the money 
be so good as to bring up to me, as I 
shall be a good deal distressed to com- 
ply with my wheat, and other engage- 
ments, if I meet with a disappointment 
in these several payments to you. As 
soon as matters in respect to them are 
reduced to a certainty, be so good as to 
write me from Wmsburg by the Post 
(preferable to any other conveyance, as 
I know where to send for these Letters) 
what it is I have to rely on; and, as 
soon as you return home, advise me 
thereof, that I may send for the needful. 
I had like to have forgot that it is possible 
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Captn. Page (or Mr. Carr in his behalf) 
may demand £14-14-0 Sterig, which I 
promised to pay in Apl.;—if it is de- 
manded of you, please to discharge it; 
if not, take no notice of it yourself— 
and be so good also as to receive the In- 
closed small acct. at the Treasury. I 
have left all my Letters open, that by 
perusing them you may be the better 
acquainted with my expectations, and 
of course transact it with greater ease, 
Inclos’d you have a List of the Several 
Sums which I expect to receive, and 
pay, agreeable to the several orders; 
and in case I should recollect any other 
business, I should be obliged to you 
whilst in Williamsburg, to enquire at the 
Post office on Saturdays, for Letters, as 
I shall write to you by the Post if I do. 

I am Dr. Sir with our best wishes 

Yr. Most Affecte Hble Servt. 
Go. WASHINGTON 

Col. Fielding Lewis 

P.S. Please to let me know by the first 
Post if this Letter & Papers have got safe. 

N. B. I wrote the foregoing Letter 
in much haste, expecting to send it by a 
Person who, I was inform’d, would take 
Fredericksburg in his way to Williams- 
burg, a few days ago ; wishing it to get 
to hand before you sat of on the 18th as 
advis’d. I now forward it by Mr. Hen- 
derson, to be delivered in Williamsburg, 
being disappointed in my first expecta- 
tion; and have to request that, after 
being satisfied of the collection you will 
make on my acct., if the amount (when 
the several sums of £35 £60 £14-14 
Sterl. and a further sum of £50 as- 
sumd to Wm. Crawfords order, in favr. 
of John Hite are paid) falls short of 
£300. that you will make up that sum 
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as near as you can, by selling the Inclosd 
Bills, and remit it to me by Mr. Hen- 
derson ; as I shall not, otherwise, receive 
it before my departure to New York, 
which is now fixed to about the 8th of 
next month; if you can on the other 
hand collect, or find you can collect, as 
much money as will make those pay- 
ments, and furnish me with £300 be- 
sides, then, and in that case, please to 
return the Bills to me again— if you 
could contrive to provide half Joes for 
me (but remember there are a great 
number of forged ones in circulation) it 
would suit my present purposes best— 
Let me know to whom each of the 
within Bills are sold, if you dispose of 
them at all, that I may know to give 
advice properly. 
I am as before 
Yrs &c 
G. W—N 
XIII 
Communicated by Joseph J. Cooke 
Cambridge, 30th Oct., 1775 

Dear Sir, 

After you left this yesterday Mr Tudor 
presented me with the Inclosed — as 
there may be observations worthy of 
notice I forward it to you, that it may 
be presented to the Congress; but I 
would have his remarks upon the fre- 
quentcy of General Courts Martial con- 
sidered with some degree of caution, 
for although the nature of his office af- 
fords him the best opportunity of discov- 
ering theimperfection of the present Rules 
and Regulations for the Army, yet a desire 
of lessening his own trouble may induce 
him to transfer many matters from a 
Genl Court Martial where he is the prin- 
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cipal actor, to Regimental Courts where 
he has nothing to do— Ido not know 
that this is the case, but as it may be, I 
think it ought not to be lost sight of. 

In your conference with Mr Bache be 
so good as to ask him whether the two 
Posts which leave Philadelphia for the 
Southward both go through Alexandria, 
& if only one, which of them it is, the 
Tuesdays or Saturdays, that I may 
know how to order my Letters from this 
place. 

My letter to Coll. Harrison on the 
subject we have been speaking of, is in- 
closed, and open for your perusal,—put 
a Wafer under it, and make what use 
you please of it— Let me know by the 
Post ordr what the World says of Men 
& things :— My Compliments to Mrs 
Reed & with sincere regards I remain 
Dr Sir 

Yr affect Humble Ser 
Go. WASHINGTON 
Joseph Reed Esqr. 


XIV 
Communicated by Joseph J. Cooke 


Cambridge 15 November 1775 


Sir 

Enclosed you have a Copy of instruc- 
tions given to Genl Sullivan on his de- 
parture for Ports-mouth New Hamp- 
shire. As it is now very apparent that 
we have nothing to depend on in the 
present Contest but our own strength, 
care firmness & union, should not the 
same measures be adopted in yours and 
every other Government on the Conti- 
nent? Would it not be prudence to 
seize on those Tories who have been, 
are & that we know will be active 
against us? Why should persons who 
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are preying upon the vitals of their 
Country be suffered to stalk at large, 
whilst we know they will do us every 
mischief in their power? these Sir are 
points I beg to submit to your serious 
Consideration. 

I congratulate you on the surrender 
of St Johns which hope will soon be 
followed by the reduction of the rest of 
Canada. I have the honor to be with 
great respect 

Sir Your Most H. Servt 
Go. WASHINGTON 
The Honble Governor Cooke 


XV 
Communicated by Joseph J. Cooke 
Cambridge, 27th Novr, 1775 
Dear Sir. 
Your Letter of the 16th by Post now 


lyes before me, & I thank you for the 
attention paid tomy Memorandums ; the 
arrival of Money will be an agreeable 
Circumstance. 


I recollect no occurrance of moment 
since my last, except the taking posses- 
sion of Cobble Hill on Wednesday night, 
this to my great surprize we did, and 
have worked on ever since, without re- 
ceiving a single shott from Bunkers Hill 
—the Ship—or Floating Batteries—what 
all this means we know not, unless some 
capitol strike is meditating.— I have 
caused two half Moon Batterries to be 
thrown up for occasional use, between 
Litchmore’s Point & the mouth of Cam- 
bridge River ; and another Work at the 
Causey going on to Litchmores point to 
command that pass & rake the little 
Rivulet which runs by it to Patterson’s 
Fort.— besides these I have been, & 
mark’d out, three places between Sewell’s 
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point, & our Lines on Roxbury Neck for 
Works to be thrown up, and occasionally 
mann’d in case of a Sortee, when the 
Bay gets Froze. 

By order of Genl Howe, 300 of the 
poor Inhabitants of Boston were landed 
on Saturday last at point Shirley, desti- 
tute almost of everything ; the Instant I 
got notice of it, I informed a Committee 
of Council thereof that proper care might 
be taken of them— Yesterday in the 
Evening I received information that one 
of them was dead, & two more expiring; 
& the whole in the most miserable & 
piteous condition— I have order’d Pro- 
vision to them till they can be remov'd 
but am under dreadful apprehensions of 
their communicating the small Pox as it 
is Rief in Boston— I have forbid any 
of them coming to this place on that 
acct.— 

A Ship well fraught with Ordinance, 
Ordinance Stores &c is missing & gives 
great uneasiness in Boston, her Convoy 
has been in a fortnight— I have orderd 
our Arm’d Vessels to keep a good look 
out for her— the same reasons which 
restrained you from writing fully, also 
prevent me. I shall therefore only add 
that I am 

Dr Sir Yr Affect Hble Serv 
Go, WASHINGTON 

If any Waggon should be coming this 
way, Pray order a qty of good writing 
Paper to head Quarters, & Sea’g Wax. 
Joseph Reed Esqr. 


XVI 
Communicated by Joseph J, Cooke 


Cambridge, Dec. 14, 1775 
Sir 


Your favor of the 11 Instant was 
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handed me by the two French Gentle- 
men, for which I am ‘exceedingly obliged 
to you— I have heard their proposals 
and plan for supplying the Continent 
with Arms & Ammunition, which ap- 
pears plausible and to promise success ; 
But not thinking myself authorized to 
enter into any contract respecting the 
same, and being not fully acquainted 
with the measures Congress have adopted 
for procuring these articles, I have pre- 
vailed upon them to go to Philadelphia 
and recommended them and the consid- 
eration of their plan to that Body, where 
the matter will be finally agreed upon or 
rejected— I must pray the favour of you 
to furnish every neccessary for accomo- 
dating them & Carriages with all ex- 
pedition for carrying them as far as 


Governor Trumbulls. ‘They are to Travel 
at the Continental expence, and whatever 
charge you may be at, on their account, 
you will be pleased to transmit to me and 
It shall be immediately reimbursed. 
I am Sir With great esteem 
Your Hble Servt 


Go. WASHINGTON 
Honr Governor Cooke 


XVII 
Communicated by Edward E, Sprague 
[Cambridge, 22d March, 1776] 
The General presents his best respects 
to Doctr Morgan— Upon enquiry of 
Colonel Mifflin, concerning the Horse 
(the Doctr very kindly made a tender of 
to him) he is given to understand, that 
this Horse did not belong to the King or 
any of his officers ; but was the property 
of a Doctr Loyd, an avow’d Enemy to 
the American Cause— 
As the Genl does not know under 


115 


what predicament the property of these 
kind of People may fall; In short, if 
there was no kind of doubt in the case, 
as the Horse is of too much value for 
the General to think of robbing the 
Doctr of, he begs leave to return him ; 
accompanied with sincere thanks for the 
politeness with which he was presented, 
and this request, that the Doctr will not 
think the General meant to slight his 
favors. 

He is sorry to hear of Mrs Morgan’s 
Indisposition, hopes she is better to day. 

Friday Morning 22d March 1776 

To Doctr Morgan 

D. Genl Hospital 


XVIII 
Communicated by Joseph J. Cooke 
Cambridge, 28th March, 1776 

Dear Sir 

General Howe has a grand Manouvre 
view—or—has made an inglorious re- 
treat.—Yesterday Evening the remains 
of the British Fleet left Nantasket 
Road & (except an Arm’d Vessel or 
two) hath left the Coast quite clear of 
an Enemy—Six more Regiments will 
instantly march for New York—two 
days hence another,—and a day or two 
after that our whole force, except about 
3 or four Regiments to erect such works 
as shall be adjudged necessary for the 
security of this place—In three or four 
days from this date I shall follow my- 
self—In other words, the moment I can 
put things upon such a footing as the 
exigency of Affairs may require, I shall 
depart.— 

I have receiv’d your favor of the 15th 
Inst but hurried as you may well sup- 
pose me to be (in sending expresses to 
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one and another) upon this occasion I 
shall only add that I am with sincere 
regard and affection 
Your most obedt Servt 
Go. WASHINGTON 
Joseph Reed Esqr. 


XIX 
Communicated by Joseph J. Cooke 
New York, 23d April 1776 
My Dear Sir 

I have been favourd with several of 
your Letters since I came to this place, 
some of them indeed after getting pretty 
well advanced on the Road towards 
Boston—My extreame hurry with one 
kind of business and engagement or 
another, leaves me little more than time 
to express my concern for your Indis- 
position, and the interposition of other 
obstacles to prevent me from receiving 
that aid from you which I have been 
wishing for & hourly expecting. 

Your Letter of the 18th descriptive 
of the jealousies and uneasinesses which 
exist among the Members of Congress 
is really alarming—if the House is di- 
vided, the fabrick must fall, and a few 
Individuals perish in the Ruins.—For 
the occurrances of this place I shall 
beg leave to refer you to Mr. Palfrey, 
who at the particular request of Mr. 
Hancock comes to Philadelphia. 

The sooner my Camp Equipage is 
sent to this place the better, that it may 
be ready for any Service I may be sent, 
or find necessary to go upon—If you 
could hire Horses to bring the Waggon 
&c to this place and could conveniently 
and readily, sell those two you bought 
I would now rather wish it as the use 
for them is uncertain, and the expense 
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of keeping them (Provender being both 
scarce and dear) great—to which may 
be added that I have not the same oc- 
casion now as when I first required 
them, having taken four of the Troop 
Horses which were found in Boston 
and which answered the purpose ex- 
ceeding well from Cambridge here to 
fit out my Baggage Waggons. I do not 
mean however by what I have said that 
you should with-hold the Horses if you 
cannot immediately & readily dispose 
of them without loss. 

Inclosed is a letter to Mr. Hancock 
for payment for the whole. I am with 
sincere esteem and regaid 

Dr Sir 
Yr Most Affecty Hble Ser, 
Joseph Reed Esqr. 
Go. WASHINGTON 


XX 
Communicated by Frank Moore 
Head Quarters June 14th 1776 
Sir 

You are to repair to Fort Montgom- 
ery and take upon you the comm. of the 
Posts in the Highlands — use every 
means in your power to provide your 
Regiment with arms fit for service—one 
step towards which endeavour to Im- 
ploy an armourer or two or more as the 
case may require— 

Use every possible diligence in for- 
warding the works at Forts Montgomery 
& Constitution, agreeable to late direc- 
tions given Mr. Bullow, who will furnish 
you with the same as it is pro [posed] by 
the Provincial Congress of New York to 
recall their Commissioner [from charge] 
of those posts and leave the care of them 
altogether to the Commanding officer of 
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the Continental Forces and his orders. 

As these are or may become Posts of 
infinite importance, especially the lower 
one, I can not sufficiently Impress 
upon you the necessity of putting them 
into a fit Posture of Defence without 
delay— I have desired that a Battalion, 
of at least five hundred of the New 
York Militia, may be ordered to rein- 
force those Garrisons, as well for the 
purpose of defence as to assist in the 
work—these are also to be under your 
command. 

The whole are to be kept close to 
duty & not suffered to be absent on 
Furlough, but in cases of real necessity, 
and then not more than two at a time 
are to be absent, from a Company at 
once. 

Review the men, Inspect the arms 
&c & make Reports of the state of them, 
so soon as you get to these Posts 
Lieut. Col. Livingston is to be sent 
from this place in order to proceed to 
long Island to take charge of the remain- 
der of your Regiment toward the East 
end thereof— 

Inform me if there are Barracs or 
Houses convenient to the Forts Mont- 
gomery & Constitution in which the 
Millitia ordered there may be lodged— 
make daily returns of your strength and 
advise [Manuscript defaced] 
and of Importance 


Given under my hand 


Head Quarters near the city of New 
York, this 


14th day of June 1776 
Go. WASHINGTON 
To Colo. [James] Clinton 


XXI 
Communicated by Joseph J. Cooke 
Head Quarters 


New York 15th July 1776 
Dear Sir 

Since my last Two of the Enemies 
Ships, One of Forty the other twenty 
Guns, taking advantage of a Strong 
Wind and Tide pass’d us notwithstand- 
ing a warm fire from all our Batteries, 
they now lie in Taapan Sea, between 
Twenty and thirty Miles up Hudsons 
River, where no Batteries from Shore can 
molest them, their Views no doubt are to 
cut of all Communication between this 
and Albany by Water, which they effect- 
ually will do—If the Gundaloes Row 
Gallies &c, from Providence and Con- 
necticut were here I should think of 
making their Station uncomfortable. If 
possible I must request they may be 
sent on, as soon as conveniently may 
be, I have wrote Governor Trumbull 
requesting the same of him, ’tis not un- 
reasonable to suppose these Ships have 
a number of Small Arms on Board 
which are intended to put into the 
hands of the disaffected on the North 
River and in the back parts of this 
Province when a favorable opportunity 
may offer for their making use of them 
against Us. I am sorry to say their 
numbers by the best information I can 
get are great. 

We have one large Row Galley com- 
pleate and another which will be ready 
by the time those arrive from Provi- 
dence and Connecticut, the whole when 
collected will be sufficient to Attack the 
two Ships up the River,—if no mater- 
ial alteration between this time and 
their arrival, the channel they now lie 
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in is so narrow they cannot work their 
Guns to Advantage.—Lord Howe ar- 
rived on Fryday last—his fleet cannot 
be far of—I have the Honor to be with 
Esteem Sir 

Yr Most Huml Servt 

Go. WASHINGTON 

The Hon’ble Nicholas Cooke Esqr 

att Providence 


XXII 
Communicated by James E, Mauran 


Morristown Jan 11, 1777 

Whereas the Honourable Congress by 
a resolve of the 27th ulto have ap- 
pointed Sixteen Battallions more to be 
raised in addition to Eighty Eight 
Noted in September last & have author- 
ized me to nominate & Commission 
Officers for the same— Know you that 
I reposing the utmost Confidence in 
your Abilities & attachment to the 
United States of America—by Virtue of 
the power aforesaid, do Constitute and 
appoint you, a Colonel of one of the 
said Battalions, giving and granting you, 
by & with the Advice of your other 
Field Officers, to appoint all Officers 
(under the Rank of Field Officer) 
necessary for the same. Nevertheless 
reserving to myself the right of Ratify- 
ing or Rejecting such appointments, and 
as many good Officers may have been 
Overlooked in the New appointments 
by the Committees of the several States 
Assigned for the discharge of that Busi- 
ness—it is my wish that you give a 
preferrence to such of them as you 
know to be deserving of Notice. 

I do hereby require & enjoin you 
forthwith to take Measures for Recruit- 
ing such Battalions in the most expedi- 
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tious manner to serve for the Term of 
Three years or During the Continuance 
of the War with Great Brittain & upon 
such pay, bounties & allowances as 
have been resolved on by Congress for 
these Eighty Eight Battalions Aforesaid. 

Given at Head Quarters Morris Town 
this Eleventh day of Januy, 1777 

Go. WASHINGTON 
To Henry Sherburne Esqr. 


XXIII 
Communicated by Joseph J. Cooke 
Head Qrs. Morristown 


12th Janr 1777 
Dear Sir 


Yours of the eleventh is come to 
hand. If the account the prisoners give 
be true it isa very agreeable and im- 
portant one. 

The order you sent to Colonel Winds 
has interfered with a plan, concerted by 
Generals Sullivan & Maxwell. When- 
ever you have occasion to order a move- 
ment of any part of the army, it will be 
best to apply to the Commanding offi- 
cer, lest it may, as it has in the present 
instance, interfered with some other 
object. I wish you had brought Van- 
horne of with you, for from his noted 
character, there is no dependance to be 
placed upon his Parole,—nothing new 
here but the arrivall of Genl. Stevens 
with the baggage of the Army. Genl. 
Putnam is or soon will be at Princeton. 
Heath is moveing towards Kingsbridge, 
a Detachment from that quarter are at, 
Ramapa. 

Iam 
Dear Sir your affcte H. St 
Go, WASHINGTON 
Colonel Reed 
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XXIV 
Communicated by James E. Mauran 
Morris Town, January 12th 1777 
Sir 

Instructions Recruiting Orders—and a 
Warrant for 6000 Dollars to Recruit 
with, are now Inclosed to you—Copies 
of the Recruiting Orders are to be given 
to the Officers so soon as they are nom- 
inated, & I should think if only part of 
the bounty was given to the Men at the 
time of enlisting them and the residue 
when they join their Regt. it might be 
a means of preventing Desertion. 

You are to fix upon some Central 
place for the Rendezvous of your Re- 
cruits where you are to attend in order 
to receive—form—Cloath—Discipline 
and provide necessaries for your Regi- 
ment—the Recruits with proper Offi- 
cers are to be Assembled at that 
place as fast as they are Inlisted—and 
you are once a week to advise me of the 
State of your Regiment & how you pro- 
ceed in the Recruiting of it— 

The short time allowed us for the 
most Vigorous Exertions which I am 
persuaded Render Arguments unneces- 
sary to stimulate you to the speedy 
Completion of your Regiment and pre- 
paring it for the Field. 

In this Business I heartily wish you 
success & am Sir yr most Obt Servt 

Go. WASHINGTON 

Eleazar Oswald, late with Genl 

Arnold is to be yr Lt. Col. 
Bradford—is to be your Major. 
Henry Sherburne Esq 


XXV 
Communicated by Joseph J. Cooke 


Morris Town Jany. 14, 1777 
Dear Sir. 


I very much approve of your visiting 
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Genl. Putnam, as I cannot acc’t for 
his remaining at Crosswicks instead of 
removing to Princeton, as I have de- 
sired in several of my Letters.— 

I would have him keep nothing at 
Princeton (except two or three days 
provisions) but what can be moved off 
at an hours warning.—in that case, if 
good Scouting Parties are kept con- 
stantly out, no possible damage can 
happen to the Troops, under his Com- 
mand ; who are to retreat, in case they 
are compelled to leave Princeton, to- 
wards the Mountains, so as to forma 
junction with the army under my im- 
mediate Command.—This will serve as 
a direction to him in removing the stores 
if any yet remain at Princeton. 

I would have no time lost in drawing 
the Flour from the Mills on Millstone, 
least the Enemy should attempt, & avail 
themselves of it.—I would also have 
Genl. Putnam draw his Forage as much 
as possible from the Vicinity of Bruns- 
wick, that the Enemy may thereby be 
distressed. The inhabitants of that dis- 
trict should be compelled to bring it in.— 

The two Companies under Command 
of Col. Durkee, aided by the militia in 
that Quarter should be constantly 
harassing the Enemy about Bound 
Brook and the Westward side of Bruns- 
wick (Rareton I mean)—I have directed 
Genl. Sullivan to do the like on the 
quarter next him. 

Particular attention should be paid 
to the Surgeon sent by Lord Corn- 
wallis (by my consent) to take charge 
of their wounded at Princeton.—He 
will more than probably, convey a true 
acct. of your numbers (which ought to 
be a good deal magnified) at Princeton; 
and give other useful knowledge of your 





120 


Situation —If therefore, the wounded 
are in acondition to remove, would it 
not be best to send them to Brunswick 
with the Surgeon? If any of them, or 
their attendants, have been considered 
and properly were Prisoners to us, for an 
equal number to be demanded in lieu.— 

I have inclosed Genl. Howe a copy 
of Mr. Yates’s declaration, and have re- 
monstrated sharply on the treatment of 
our Prisoners—What have you done 
with the Negro you apprehended ? The 
waggon with the ammunition and watch 
coats, I am obliged to you for taking 
care of.—It is not yet arrived —In what 
manner did Col. Quick’s militia leave 
the Rangers ?—In the Field ?—run- 
‘away ? If so, they ought to be punished, 
or sham’d. 

I recollect my approving of Wind 
way laying of the Roads between Bruns- 
wick and Amboy.—I must beg the favr. 
of Colo, Cox, in your absence, to con- 
tinue the pursuit after Intelligence.— 
Would it not be well for the Militia 
under Colo. Malcolm to unite with the 
Rangers for the purpose of keeping out 
constant scouts to annoy and harass the 
Enemy in manner before mentioned ?— 
I ask for information, as I would not 
suffer a man to stir beyond their Lines, 
nor suffer them to have the least Inter- 
course with the Country.— 

I am Dr Sir Yr obed. & affec 
Go. WASHINGTON 
[To Colonel Joseph Reed] 


XXVI 
Communicated by Joseph J. Cooke 
Morris Town Jan: 15th, 1777 
Dear Sir 
The enclosed was intended to have 
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gone by the Express who brought me 
your last Letter—He came in the Even- 
ing of the 13th, was desired to call 
early next morning, & I have never seen 
or heard of him since. 

Many days ago I wrote to Genl. Put- 
nam supposing him to be at Princeton 
to have the stores rescued from the 
hands of the Militia who had borne 
them off, and had no doubt but he had 
done it.—What in the name of Heaven 
he can be doing at Crosswicks I know 
not, after my repeated wishes to hear 
of him at Princeton.—Surely he is 
there by this time.—In that case desire 
him from me, to use every possible 
means to recover the stores and bring 
the authors to punishment; especially 
Colo. Chambers to whom I have written 
on this subject. 

I will speak to the Quarter Master 
Genl. for a Person to be sent on this 
business but apprehend from what I 
heard him say yesterday, that he has 
nobody to spare not being able to carry 
on his business here for want of Biddle 
& Mifflin who are both absent [and] 
sick, 

If the Militia cannot be prevail’d upon 
to restrain the Foraging parties & to 
annoy and Harass the Enemy in their 
excursions & upon a march they will 
be of very little use to us, as I am sure 
they can never be brought fairly up to 
an attack in any serious matter. 

When you see Genl. Mercer be so 
good as to present my best wishes to 
him—®& congratulations (if the state of 
his health will admit of it) on his re- 
covery from death.—You may assure 
him that nothing but the confident as- 
sertion to me that he was either dead- 
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or within a few minutes of dying, and 
that he was put into as good a place as 
Icould remove him to, prevented my 
seeing him after the action, & pursuit at 
Princeton. 

My Complim’ts also if you please to 
Colo. Coxe, from whom I shall expect a 
continuation of such Intelligence as 
occurs & he is able to procure. 

Yrs &c 
Go, WASHINGTON 

P.S. The letter to Colo Chambers 
you will have sent—it is open for your 
perusal. 

[Colonel Joseph Reed] 


XXVII 
Communicated by James E, Mauran 
Head Qrs Morristown, 
Feby roth 1777 
Sir—I yesterday evening received 
your Letter of the 4th Inst: and in 
answer thereto, inform you that I have. 
not the least objection to your appoint- 
ing Major Meigs your Lieut. Colo. in 
the room of Mr Oswald, his character 
as a Soldier and an Officer being good 
and such as deserves notice ; However, 
previous to this measure I wish 
you to Consider the prospect you 
have of raising your Regiment, for tho 
it is my desire to promote men of Credit 
to office and to rank, yet a regard to 
publick interest will not authorize their 
promotions without they can be of ser- 
vice afterwards, and multiplying the 
number of, Officers without Regiments, 
will not be answering the end proposed, 
viz adding to our strength, but will be 
incurring a heavy and large expence. 
I regret much the policy of the New 
England States which has given rise to 
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so many difficulties and which I fear 
will be severely felt. I Cannot give 
directions for an Extra bounty, that 
would be approving a measure which I 
have always Condemned, and which so 
far from being justifiable has been repro- 
bated by Congress as impolitick & in- 
jurious to the publick Cause. If the 
Gentlemen appointed in those Govern- 
ments to a part of the Sixteen addi- 
tional Battallions cannot make up their 
Corps, the truth of these observations 
will be verified, and happy will it be, if 
the measure should not extend its bane- 
ful influence elsewhere. 

I am Sir Yr Most Obedt Servt 

Go. WASHINGTON 

To Col. Henry Sherburne— 

by favor of Maj. Meigs 


XXVIII 
Contributed by Simon Gratz 


Head Qrs Morristown 


Feby 14, 1777 
Gentn 


I have now before me your two Letters 
of the 29th Ulto. and the 8th Inst. with 
which you have been pleased to honour 
me. The disputes subsisting about 
Rank in Colo. McCoy’s Regiment, I 
will try to settle and accommodate 
agreeable to your request, should I hear 
anything more upon the Subject. I have 
not yet seen the Colo.— 

In respect to the return of Lt. Roble 
& Ensigns Hoffour and Sneider with 
the privates they have, I cannot see any 
necessity for it. It is true their number 
is but small, yet as every aid at this 
time is wanted, and their presence at 
Philadelphia not necessary to facilitate 
the levying, or the arrangement of the 
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Regiment, I think their return should 
be dispensed with. 

I am much obliged by your attention 
to my several Letters. The collection 
of the public arms, is a subject that 
requires much of our care—The utmost 
of our industry, I am apprehensive, will 
not entirely relieve us from difficulties 
& embarrassments on that Head. Our 
demand for Artillerists will make the 
arrival of Captn Courtnay’s company 
seasonable and of importance. 

I have the Honor to be 
with much esteem yr most Obedt St. 
Go, WASHINGTON 
[Committee of Congress] 


XXIX 
Communicated by Joseph J. Cooke 
Morristown Feby 23d, 1777 
Dear Sir 

Your Letters of the 13th and 18th 
inst. are both to hand—the last in date 
arrived first,—the first this morning 
only. 

I am sorry, upon the footing you have 
put it, and under the apprehensions you 
seem to be, that I did not accept your 
Commission as Adjt. Genl. when you 
offered it, tho’ your fears cannot be 
realized, because at that time it was 
mentioned in Genl. Orders, that you 
having resigned, Colo. Weedon was ap- 
pointed Pro. Tem; your having the 
Comn, in possession therefore can be no 
argument against your Resignation— 
but I am willing to accept it at any time. 

I am sorry the Cartel settlmt by Genl. 
Conway withthe French cant be found 
—I have lately wrote to Gen]. Gates for 
it, who I think told me he had it.—I 
would by no means wish you to come 
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up merely on that acct; especially as 
I have not, as yet, got any answer from 
Congress relative to my recommenda- 
tion of you to the Command of the 
Horse.—If they should listen to my 
wishes in this appointment,—if a sepa- 
rate Quarter Master is necessary for the 
Horse, & Colo. Coxe Inclines to accept 
it, I can have no possible objection to it, 
but how far the Rank of Colo. can be 
annexed to the office I cannot under- 
take to say. I would wish to think of 
it a little 

I believe all the Prisoners from the 
Eastern States are now gone in.—that 
they did not do it long ago is not my 
fault.—this I thought Colo. Miles had 
been satisfied of when he was out—& 
what method I could devise to furnish 
their pay, except in a currency that 
would not pass, I am sure I know not,— 
allthe hard money that could be had 
he must know was sent in.— 

I am not a little surprised at what you 
mention concerning Colo. Griffin.—Be- 
fore Christmas I offered him a Regi- 
ment, & the nomination of his own 
officers—this he refused.—Since that he 
has been offered the Leiutenant Colo- 
nency of a Regiment of Horse, & this 
he has refused.—If his expectations are 
higher than that of a Regiment, which 
he was offered (even before I was vested 
with full Powers to do it) the Congress 
are alone competent to the gratification 
of them, as I have no authority to go 
beyond what I have already offered him. 

If you should have the Command of 
the Horse, it will be quite agreeable to 
me that you should have one of those 
that was bought at Boston.—if you have 
not, as they were got for that particular 
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service by Express order of Congress 
and I have already refused Genl. Green, 
I could not with propriety consent to it, 
as I mean, after choosing a couple, or 
three, for my own use, to throw the rest 
into some of the Troop, or let them go 
among the officers. 

I wish your leisure would permit you 
to digest a proper plan for the preven- 
tion of Desertion, and apprehension 
of Deserters that would have a general 
operation throughout all the United 
States.—I have, in general terms recom- 
mended to Congress, and to all the 
States Individually, the absolute neces- 
sity of adopting some efficatious mode 
to accomplish the latter, but each will, 
unless some method can be adopted by, 
or recommended from Congress, or the 
Commander of the Army, have some 
newfangled, or inadequate schemes of 
their own.—In like manner, if you can 
give any assistance to Genl. Mifflin in 
an arrangement of waggons I shall be 
glad of it-—One Snickers, a Gentlem. 
on or near Shanondoah in Fredk Coun- 
ty, Virginia has offered to buy a num- 
ber. He is a person well acquainted in 
this business, and may be depended on. 

I think the Congress ought not, under 
the present appearance of things by any 
means to return to Philadelphia—I 
think we are now in one of the most 
critical periods wch America ever saw, 
& because the Enemy are not in actual 
motion (by the by I believe they are 
not far from it) every body seems to be 
lulled into ease and Security.— 

Would Colo, Coxe accept the ap- 
pointment of Comy of Prisoners ?—if 
he will, I wish to God he would repair 
hither immediately—I want a shrewd 
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sensible man exceedingly for this busi- 
ness & obtaining Intelligence which 
offices are very corrispondent—Let me 
hear from you on this point as quick as 
possible—the Pay may, I presume be 
equal to that of Colonel.— 

I am Dr Sir Yr most Obect Ser 


Go. WASHINGTON 
[Colonel Joseph Reed] 


XXX 
Communicated by Edward EB. Sprague 
Camp near Clove July 24th 1777 
My Lord 

Since my last to you; dated at Gal- 
laways in the Clove, I have march’d 
one division of the Army to this place 
whilst two others proceeded to Chester, to 
be ready to march by a back road to 
Philada (if need be) or to cross at New 
Windsor, if the Enemy, contrary to our 
present expectation, should attempt to 
operate up the North, or East River— 

I have to request, that your Lordship 
would apply to Genl. Putnam to have 
Boats ready to throw your division (and 
such other Troops, as occasion shall re- 
quire) across the North River with the 
utmost expedition, upon notice given, 
which if at all, will be sudden—or, how 
would it answer if your Lordships divi- 
sion was to come over to this side, and 
wait orders? Could you recross being 
on the spot, and Boats ready, before the 
communication could be stopped ?—and 
which is of consequence, could your 
men get comfortably covered in the 
Neighbourhood of Kings Ferry ? 

My last advices, which can be de- 
pended upon, are that the Enemy’s 
Fleet except 40 Sail (which are at New 
York) have fallen down to the Hook, 
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that it consists of 170 Sail of Topsail 
vessels, and abt 50 or 60 smaller ones— 
this, with the Report of the Pilots being 
Southern ones & some other Circum- 
stances have led to a belief that Phila 
is the object—Was this certain no time 
shd be lost in drawing both yours and 
Genl. Sullivan’s divisions (with other 
Troops) over—under the probability 
of it, however, it is I have suggested 
the idea of your recrossing, and do fur- 
ther suggest the propriety of Genl. 
Sullivan’s taking your ground at Peeks 
Kill; for if there is no appearance of 
the Enemy in the Sound his moving 
Easterly towards Crum pond is alto- 
gether useless— 

I do not give these as orders, but wish 
you to consult Genl. Putnam, and the 
other General officers on that side, & 


see how my ideas corrispond with theirs 
& such certain Intelligence as you may 
have and act accordingly—If the Enemy 


are destined for Philadelphia these 
moves will facilitate the March of the 
Troops thither—if to the Eastward, 
they will be retrograde.—but such is the 
disadvantage we do, and such we must 
labour under, if the Enemy have Cun- 
ning enough to keep their own Coun. 
cils, whilst they have shipping to move in, 
and the absolute Command of the water. 

I am with great regard yr Lordships 
most obedt Hble Servt 

Go. WASHINGTON 

Majr Genl. Lord Stirling, Peeks kill 


XXXI 
Communicated by Edward E. Sprague 
Near Pottsgrove 24th Sept. 1777 
4 after 5 oclock P. M. 
My Lord 
Since I have seen Captn Faulkner, and 
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by him learnt the situation of Genl. 
McDougal, I am really uneasy to find 
how low he is down & near to the Enemy 
(if they continue in the same position 
they were this morning) 

Captn Faulkner says your Lordship 
proposed to send an officer to conduct 
him by some upper Road, but lest any 
other business should have withdrawn 
your attention from this matter, I send 
to inquire, & if it is not done, to beg 
that not a moments time may be lost 
in doing of it.—To do this expedi- 
tiously is, in my judgment a matter of 
great Importance, as I conceive they 
will if they can get any Intelligence of 
his situation and numbers (this night) 
aim a stroke at him.—Besides the officer 
that may have gone, I also beg that a 
few light horse with a good guide or two, 
may be sent to Patrole between him and 
the Enemy with orders to give him 
notice of any movement which may ap- 
pear towards him this night 

After expressing my uneasiness on 
this head I shall rely upon yr. Lordships 
care &c. to guard against the stroke 
which I think (if the Enemy have 
knowledge of McDougals Situation) 
may be aimed—Your Lordship will 
please to forward any accts which may 
come to your hands of the Enemy’s 
Situation or movements. 

I am my Lord Yr Lordships Most Ob 

Go. WASHINGTON 
[Major General Lord Stirling] 


XXXII 
Contributed by John Davies 
Head Quarters Sept 25th 1777 
11 Oclock A.M. 
My Lord 
I have your favor of 8 Oclock now be- 
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fore me, and am surprised to find the 
Enemy in the same situation after the 
movement which they appear’d to be 
making according to the Information 
given by Genl. Reed.— 

I am sorry the Picquets march’d from 
hence yesterday, & I am still more con- 
cern’'d that Genl. Armstrong with the 
militia moved to the Trap, as it was 
owing to a mistake they were not halted 
along with the other Troops at this place, 
the countermand of the march being 
intended for the whole, tho, I presume 
it never reached Genl. Armstrong.— 

Under these circumstances, and the 
present appearance of the weather 
(which has induced me to pitch our 
Tents, and see what the clouds have in 
charge) I mean to Halt here, at least 
to day especially as I find Genl Wayne 
will not be up till night (if then) and 
Smallwood not till to morrow, I should 
be glad therefore if your Lordship 
would consult Genl. Armstrong & the 
other Genl. officers with you, and deter- 
mine whether it will be best for you to 
march back the Picquets, & for Max- 
wells Corps to join their respective Bri- 
gades immediately or wait till to mor- 
row.— 

That you may be the better enabled 
to determine this feint I am to inform 
you, that I have directed Genl. McDou- 
gall to Halt at a place mark’d in the 
map Markeys, on the Skippack Road, 
between Welgers & Pennebakers Mill 
(at a star in the Fork of Perkiomy) 
and officers are gone out to view the 
ground thereabouts, to see if it w’d be 
aconvenient situation to assemble our 
Troops at & form a Camp; at the same 
time I must add that the Curr’t Senti- 
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ment of the Genl. Officers here, is, that 
it is too near the Enemy till we are in a 
better condition to meet them on any 
ground than we seem to be at present.— 
I shall only add that the reason for halt- 
ing McDougal there, is to save him the 
fatigue of a Counter March if we should 
move that way, as his Troops must be 
greatly fatiegued by the length, & (of 
late) the rapidity of his march to form 
a junction with us.—How far his situa- 
tion there may be eligable, a few hours, 
with the Intellegence they may bring, 
will probably determine,—your Lord- 
ship will as before desired take the sen- 
timents of the Officers with you on these 
matters & let me know the result—I am 
yt Lordships most Obed, 
Go. WASHINGTON 

[Major General Lord Stirling] 


XXXII 
Communicated by Frederick E. Gibert 


Head Qrs. Philad. County 
15th Octob 1777 
Dear Sir 

NoTE. — This letter is printed in Sparks’ 
Writings of Washington [Vol. V, 91], the follow- 
ing postscript te it being omitted. 

P S. By sundry concuring accounts of 
persons out of Philadelphia and from De- 
serters, the Enemy’s loss in the action 
of the 4th was very considerable. The 
lowest say it was 1500 killed and 
wounded, others 200 & some as high as 
2500. Perhaps the two last are exag- 
gerated, but there are many reasons to 
believe that the first cannot much ex- 
ceed the mark. For they were com- 
pleatly surprized and drove in great 
disorder for a long time & for a consid- 
erable distance at every point of attack. 
Had it not been for the extreme foggi- 
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ness of the day which prevented our 
several Columns discovering each other’s 
movements and from improving the ad- 
vantages which they separately gained, 
in all probability the day would have 
been amost fortunate one—But owing 
to that circumstance they got confused 
and retreated at a moment when there 
was every appearance of victory in our 
favor The Enemy lost some valuable 
officers, among the slain Genl. Agnew 
& it is said another Genl. officer was 
dangerously wounded. We were not 
without on our part Brigadr Nash was 
wounded by a Cannon Ball & is since 
dead—We had also several other officers 
of inferior rank wounded & some killed 
—This crude, undigested account I dont 
mean for publication—I hope all will 
yet end well. 
To Governor Clinton 


XXXIV 
Communicated by Joseph J. Cooke 
White Marsh, Decr 2d, 1777 

Dear Sir 

If you can with any convenience let 
me see you today I shall be thankful for 
it—I am abt fixing the Winter Canton- 
ments of this Army and find so many & 
capitol objections to each mode pro- 
posed, that I am exceedingly embar- 
rassed, not only by the advice given me, 
but in my own judgment, and should be 
very glad of your sentiments on the 
matter without loss of time.—In hopes 
of seeing you, I shall only add that 
from Reading to Lancaster Inclusively 
is the general Sentiment, whilst Wel- 
mingtod and its vicinity, has powerful 
advocates—this however is mentioned 
under the rose—for I am convinced in 
my own opinion, that if the enemy be- 
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lieved we hed this place in contempla- 
tion they would possess themselves of 
it immediately.—I am very sincerely 
Dr Sir Yr affecty 
Go. WASHINGTON 
[Colonel Joseph Reed] 


XXXV 
Communicated by S. H. Shreve 
[Dec 1777] 
To THE OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS OF THE 

Miuitra in the Counties of Hunter- 

don, Burlington, Gloucester, Salem 

and Cumberland. 

Friends and Fellow Soldiers: The 
enemy have thrown considerable force 
into your State with intent to possess 
themselves of the post at Red Bank 
and after clearing the obstructions in 
the Delaware make incursions into your 
country—To prevent them from effect- 
ing either of these purposes I have sent 
over such a number of Continental 
Troops as I trust will, with the spirited 
operations of the militia totally defeat 
their designs and oblige them to return 
to the City and suburbs of Philadelphia 
which is the only ground they possess 
on the Pennsylvania Shore, in which 
they cannot subsist cut off from the 
supplies of the plentiful State of New 
Jersey. I therefore call upon you, by 
all that you hold dear to rise up as one 
man and rid your country of its unjust 
invaders. To convince you that is to 
be done by a general appearance of all 
its freemen armed and ready to give 
their opposition, I need only to put you 
in mind of the effect it had upon the 
British Army in June last who laid 
aside their intention of marching 
through the upper part of your State 
upon seeing the hostile manner in which 
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you were prepared to receive them. 
Look also at the glorious effects which 
followed the spirit of the union which 
appeared among our brethren of New 
York and New England, who, by the 
brave assistance they afforded the Con- 
tinental Army obliged a royal one, flushed 
with their former victories to sue for 
terms and lay down their arms in the 
most submissive manner. Reflect upon 
these things and I am convinced that 
everyman who can bear a musket will 
take it up and without respect to time 
or place give his services in the field 
for a few weeks, perhaps only a few 
days. 

Iam your sincere friend and coun- 
tryman 

G. WASHINGTON 


XXXVI 
Communicated by John Davies 
Valley Forge 30th Decr. 1777 
My Lord, 

The bearer presents the horse to you 
which I offered in exchange for your 
black— In the Summer when I first got 
him, he had the appearance of a fine, 
and handsome horse—at present (by ne- 
glect at Bethleham) his appearance is 
altered. He was purchased for me by 
Col. Moylan as a horse of Six yrs old, & 
I believe him to be sound, knowing 
nothing to the contrary.— he goes 
rough equal I believe to your black, and 
has no bad qualities that I know of ; 
however, as I have no oppertunity of 
sending the black to my home at pres- 
ent, your Lordship may try the other, & 
judge from the experiment of the eligi- 
bility of the swap— In the mean time 
yours may, or may not, as you choose 
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it, stand in my stable; as I design him 
for no other purpose than a stud horse 
for the use of my Mares in Virg,a. 
I am with sincere esteem & affecte 
Yr Lordships most ob,t 
Go. WASHINGTON 
[Major General Lord Stirling] 


XXXVII 
Communicated by Edward E, Sprague 
Valley Forge Jany 7th 1778 

Dear Sir 

Learning that the Captured Brig con- 
tains a great qty & variety, of officers 
baggage; and necessaries proper for 
them; many articles of which from the 
length of time I have been in the ser- 
vice & difficulty of procuring them at 
first, I stand much in need of—I shall 
be obliged to you for sending me, if to 
be had, the things contained in the In- 
closed memm _I will pay the appraised 
value, or come in as a common pur- 
chaser at a public auction as shall be 
thought best. With sincere esteem and 
regard I am 

Dr Sir Yrs Most obedt Servt 

Go. WASHINGTON 


FP. S: 
I shall refer you to another Letter of 
mine written since the above,—but still 
wish for the articles in the Inclosed 
List. 
To Brigr Genl. Smallwood, 
at Go. Washington, Wilmington 


XXXVIII 
Communicated by S. H. Shreve 
Head Quarters Valley Forge 
14th April 1778 
Sir: I received yours of the roth inst 
inclosing the proceedings of a Court- 
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Martial against William Seeds and Sam- 
uel Carter. I confirm the sentence of 
the former, and desire that he may be 
executed at such time and place as you 
may think most proper. I cannot con- 
firm the sentence against Carter until I 
have consulted Gov. Livingstone upon 
the matter. Introducing martial-law 
into this State was intended to remedy 
the weaknesses of the civil ; but in New 
Jersey where there is a law founded ex- 
pressly for the purpose of trying in- 
habitants taking arms on the side of the 
enemy, I think that such persons should 
be delivered to the civil power. When 
I have Governor’s determination upon 
this matter you shall hear from me— 
In the meantime secure the prisoner— 
I am Sir, your most obed Servant 
G. WASHINGTON 
Col [Israel] Shreve 


XXXIX 
Communicated by Thomas Addis Emmet 
14 July 1778 
MEMORANDUM 

Colo Laurens will suggest to his Ex- 
cellency Count de Estaign the advan- 
tages which would more than probably, 
result from a French ship of (sufficient) 
force getting into the sound, as far up as 
lyons tongue or somewhere thereabouts. 
A measure of this kind would clear that 
channel of the British armed Vessels 
wch now infest it, and cover the passage 
and landing of a party of men wch 
might be sent to long Island for the 
purposes of removing the cattle out of 
the way of the Enemy, destroying their 
Horses &ca and would afford supplies 
of Fresh provisions to the Fleet, Vege- 
tables and other comforts. 
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The Vessels belonging to the Har- 
bours of Connecticut would presently 
take of the fat cattle and other stock if 
the British cruisers were driven from 
the Communication between the Island 
and the Main. 

How far the enterprize upon Rhode Is- 
land is compatible with a watch of the 
Fleet in the harbour of New York, is 
wholly submitted to the Admirals supe- 
rior judgment— But, as an Imbarkation 
of the Army at that place cannot happen 
without notice being had of it, nor an 
evacuation of the harbour after it is begun 
in less than 48 hours, I would take the 
liberty of recalling the subject to his 
consideration as the destruction of 
the Fleet after it had passed the hook 
might be the consequence of the at- 
tempt.— 

he enterprize upon Rhode Island 
might be followed by an attempt upon 
Hallifax ; which if fortunate would be 
a deadly stroke to G. Britain as it is the 
only Dock on the Continent in which 
ships of large force can Career, and 
moreover abounds in Naval & Military 
stores of all kinds. 

Go. WASHINGTON 


Memorandum from Gen Washington 
to J. L. on military matters 


{ 2 Galleys 


East Channel 11 Sml Frigate 
W Chi 
Main Chl 


at Newport 


2 Sm Frigates 
2 Frigates 

3 Galleys 

2 or 3 Frigates 


Ld forces, 7000 


25th 20 gun sloop of war, passed pt 
Judith standing for Newport. 
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XL 
Communicated by Joseph W. Drexel 
White plains July 22d 1778 
Sir 
The Marquiss de la Fayette will 
command under the orders of Major 
General Sullivan, the detachment from 
this army consisting of Glover & Var- 
nums Brigades, and the detachment 
under the care of Colonel Henry Jack- 
son—You are, consequently, to obey 
his orders 
I am Sir Yr most obt Servt 
Go. WASHINGTON 


To Colonel Henry Jackson 
XLI 
Communicated by Joseph W. Drexel 
Head Quarters, White Plains 
Augt 12, 1778 
Sir, 


I have just received a second letter 
dated the roth, from General Maxwell, 
confirming the intelligence of the de- 
parture of the British fleet, from the 
Hook, which it may not be useless or 
unsatisfactory for you to know—an ex- 
tract from which I do myself the honor 


to enclose. The State of the winds for 
two or three days past, makes me hope, 
this communication may not arrive too 
late. With the most ardent wishes for 
your success and the sincerest respect 
I have the honour to be Sir 
Your most obdt Servt 
Go. WASHINGTON 
His Excellency 
Count D’Estain Vice Admiral &c &c 


XLII 
Communicated by T. Bailey Myers 
Head Quarters 4th October 1778 
My Lord 
It is now three days since I have 
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received any intelligence from your 
Lordship. This makes me the more un- 
easy as my movements depend alto- 
gether upon the indications of those of 
the enemy. It is of so much importance 
to me to be regularly informed that I 
must request that you will send expresses 
daily, acquainting me precisely with the 
enemys position, and communicating 
such intelligence as you may collect 
from spies deserters &c. It is often a 
satisfaction to know that nothing new 
has happened, although it may not ap- 
pear very interesting to make areport of 
it and your Lordship will at any rate be 
able to compensate the dearth of events 
by favoring me with your conjectures. 
I am with great regard 
Your Lordships most obdt Servt 
Go. WASHINGTON 
Major General Lord Stirling 
P.S. Lopen this letter to acknowl- 
edge the receipt of your Lordships favour 
of yesterday. I have also received two 
New York papers transmitted me by 
Mr Livingston at your desire. I have 
nothing to add but my thanks for the 
intelligence you communicate. Major 
Washington with Moylan’s Regt is on 
his way to join your Lordship. 


XLIII 
Communicated by Joseph W. Drexel 
Head Quarters 
Frederick bg 25 October 1778 
My Lord 
The intelligence communicated in 
yours of yesterday is confirmed by a 
Gentleman who has been into New York 
with a flag and is just returned. 
The mistake into which we have been 
led, as to the embarkation and sailing of 
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those transports which actually have the 
troops on board, has somewhat deranged 
us. Lest the enemy should take any 
advantage, be pleased to order Wood- 
fords Brigade to move immediately to- 
wards the Clove, and to take post in such 
a situation as to be able to occupy it 
should they move up the River. Instead 
of sending the parties to repair the Roads 
from Maxwells and Woodfords Brigades, 
they may, now, both go from Woodfords, 
which will lay in a conveniant situation 
for that purpose. 

Should the enemy, contrary to our ex- 
pectation, move up the River, you will 
take such measures to cooperate with us 
as shall seem to your Lordship most 
advisable. 

I will in my next give you an answer 
respecting Colo Burr. 

I am with great Regard 

Your Lordship’s Most obt Servt 
Go. WASHINGTON 
Maj Gen Lord Stirling 


XLIV 
Communicated by John Austin Stevens 
Head Quarters Dec 17, 1778 
Sir, 

I have the pleasure to transmit you 
the inclosed Commission and the copy 
of a Resolution of Congress that ac- 
companies it—I received the Letter 
which inclosed the Commission on my 
way from Fredericksburg; but being 
separated from my papers just after it 
came to hand—and not getting the Let- 
ter again till a day or two ago, I have 
been prevented from sending the Com- 
mission till now. 

In consequence of your Commission 
and the Resolution ot Congress—you 
are to join Colonel Lambs Regiment 
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and fill the vacancy, occasioned by the 
resignation of Lt Colo Oswald. 
I am Sir with esteem 
your most obed Servt 
Go. WASHINGTON 
Lieut Colonel Ebenezer Stevens 


XLV 
Communicated by John Davies 


[Head Quarters 21 Dec 1778] 


Sir, 

Congress having been pleased to re- 
quire my attendance at Philadelphia 
for a few days the immediate command 
of the Troops at this place will devolve 
upon your Lordship. 

The hutting the Troops in the most 
speedy and commodious manner, and 
the preservation of order and discipline, 
I doubt not will receive your Lordships 
particular attention—I must request 
that you will as much as possible avoid 
granting furloughs to officers, except in 
the manner and proportion heretofore 
specified in General orders, and will not 
deviate but where the circumstances of 
the case are of a very peculiar and 
pressing nature.—The frequency of ap- 
plications on this head induces me to 
particularize the caution. 

Your Lordship will give me the earl- 
iest intelligence of any thing of conse- 
quence that may happen. 

Given at Head Quarters 
this the 21st Day of Decr 1778 
Go. WASHINGTON 
[Major Genl Lord Stirling] 


XLVI 
Communicated by Joseph J. Cooke 
Head Quarters 3d March—79 
Sir. 
The President of Congress has trans- 
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mitted me the instructions of the As- 
sembly of your state to their delegates, 
founded on a representation of the dis- 
tresses of your western frontiers—and 
further the opinion of a Committee of 
the House on the subject of their de- 
fence—together with the two Resolves 
made in consequence. 

I am therefore to inform your Excel- 
lency that offensive operations against 
the hostile tribes of Indians have been 
meditated and determined upon—that 
preparations have some time since been 
making for that purpose—and will be 
carried into execution at a proper sea- 
son if no unexpected event takes place, 
and the situation of affairs on the Sea- 
board will justify the undertaking—But 
the profoundest secrecy was judged 
necessary to the success of such an en- 
terprise for the following reasons—That 
immediately upon the discovery of our 
design the Savages would either put 
themselves in condition to make head 
against us, by a reunion of all their 
force and that of their allies, strength- 
ened besides by succours from Canada 
—or elude the expedition altogether— 
which might be done at the expence 
only of a temporary evacuation of 
forests which we could not possess— 
and the destruction of a few settle- 
ments, which they might speedily re- 
establish— 

Tho’ this matter is less under the veil 
of secrecy than was originally intended 
—your Excellency will see the propri- 
ety of using such precautions as still 
remain in our power—to prevent its be- 
ing divulgated—and of covering such 
Preparations as might tend to announce 
it—with the most specious disguise that 
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the enemys attention may not be awak- 
ened to our real object. 

With respect to the force to be em- 
ployed on this occasion— it is scarcely 
necessary to observe that the detaching 
a considerable number of continental 
troops on such a remote expedition 
would too much expose the country 
adjacent to the body of the enemys 
Army. 

There must therefore be efficacious 
assistance derived from the States whose 
frontiers are obnoxious to the inroads 
of the barbarians—and for this I in- 
tended at the proper time to make ap- 
plication — Your Excellency will be 
pleased to acquaint me what force yours 
in particular can furnish in addition to 
the five Companies voted by Congress— 
and when you think those Companies or 
the major part of them will probably be 
raised— What proportion of the levies of 
your State might be drawn from those in- 
habitants who have been driven from the 
frontier—And what previons measures 
can be taken to engage them without 
given them an alarm—This Class of 
people besides the advantages of knowl- 
edge of the Country, and the particular 
motives with which they will be ani- 
mated—are most likely to furnish the 
troops best calculated for this service— 
which should be Corps of active Ran- 
gers, who are at the same time expert 
marksmen and accustomed to the irreg- 
ular kind of wood-fighting practiced 
by the Indians. Men of this descrip- 
tion embodied under proper officers 
would be infinitely preferable to a su- 
perior number of Militia unacquainted 
with this species of war—and who would 
exhaust the magazines of Ammunition 
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and Provision — without rendering any 
effectual service— 

It will be a very necessary attention 
to avoid the danger of short inlistments 
—the service should be limited only by 
the expedition or aterm amply com- 
petent to it—otherwise we shall be ex- 
posed to the evident ill-consequences of 
having the mens engagements expire at 
an interesting, perhaps a critical junc- 
ture— 

I have the honor to be with great re- 
spect 

Sir Yr most Obedt and 
most Hble Servt 


Go. WASHINGTON 
His Excellency President Reed 


XLVII 
Communicated by C. W. Frederickson 
Middlebrook March 2oth 1779 
Dear Sir 
I have received your favour of the 

14th Inst by Colo Morgan, and have had 
a good deal of conversation with him 
respecting our affairs to the Westward. 

I wish matters had been more pros- 
perously conducted under the command 
of Genl McIntosh. This Gentlemn was 
in a manner a stranger to me, but dur- 
ing the time of his residence at Valley 


forge I had imbibed a good opinion of . 


his good sense—attention to duty, and 
disposition to correct public abuses, 
qualifications much to be valued in a 
separate & distant command. 

To these considerations were added 
(and not the least) his disinterested con- 
cern with respect to the disputes which 
had divided & distracted the Inhab- 
itants of that Western world—and which 
would have rendered an officer from 
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either Pensa or Virga improper, while 
none could be spared from any other 
State with so much convenience as Mc- 
Intosh. 

He is now coming away, and the sec- 
ond in command, Brodhead (as there 
will be no military operation of conse- 
quence to be conducted) will succeed 
him—but, once for all, it may not be 
amiss for me to conclude with this ob- 
servation—That, with such means as are 
provided, I must /adour. 

I am Dr Sir Yr most obedt Servt 
Go. WASHINGTON 


XLVIII 
Communicated by J. C. McGuire 
Head Quarters 23d March 1779 

Dear Sir 

For the more speedy assembling of 
the Militia upon an emergency, I have 
agreed with the Field Officers in this 
and the next County to erect Beacons 
upon the most conspicuous Hills, the 
firing of which shall be Signals for them 
to repair to their different Alarm Posts— 
You will be pleased to have one erected 
upon the Mountain in the Rear of Pluck- 
emin, upon the place that shall seem 
most visible from the adjacent Country. 
The Beacons are proposed to be built 
of Logs in the form of a Pyramid ; 16 
or 18 feet square at the Base, and about 
20 feet in height, the inner part to be 
filled with Brush— Should there be oc- 
casion to fire it you shall have proper 
notice— Be pleased to send me one of 
the Copies of the last arrangement of 
the ordnance department— 

I am Dear Sir Your Obt Servt, 
G. WASHINGTON 

Brig Genl Knox 
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P.S. As the inclosed Resolve of 
Congress includes the Artillery I have 
transmitted to you and request you to 
order Returns to be made agreeable 
thereto. 

XLIX 
Communicated by Joseph J. Cooke 


Middle brook March 29th 1779 

Dear Sir 

Since mine of yesterday, I have re- 
ceived the inclosed extract of a Letter 
from General Maxwell at Elizabeth 
Town, which I send lest the suggestion 
contained in my letter may have made 
a deeper impression than I intended ; 
which was no more than to hint at the 
advantages which might result from a 
systematical plan of assembling the. Mi- 
litia at certain points, on any sudden 


exigency & with more expedition & less 
expence than it could be effected in the 


ordinary course of proceeding— Such 
a measure would, I am certain, be eliga- 
ble in one point of view, but how far it 
can be planned without giving an alarm 
to our friends, and setting the numerous 
speculators and stock jobbers to work, 
you can judge better of than I. 
I am with great esteem and regard 
Dr Sir Yr Most Obedt Servt 
Go. WASHINGTON 

His Excellency Jos Reed Esq 

Presidt Pensa 


L 
Communicated by Joseph J. Cooke 
Middle brook April 8th 1779 
Dear Sir, 

Your favor without a date, acknowl- 
edging the receipt of my letters of the 
28th, & oth ulto came to hand a day or 
two ago. 
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Colo Patterson (as he is called) was a 
stranger even in name to me, till he 
came here introduced by Colo Cox as a 
person capable of giving the best in- 
formation of the Indian Country be- 
tween the Susquehannah and Niagara of 
any man that was to be met with; and 
as one who had it more in his power 
than any other to obtain such intelli- 
gence of the situation, numbers and 
designs of the enemy in these regions as 
I wanted to enable me to form the Expe- 
tion against them— In this light, & as 
the Bror in law of Genl Potter who is 
known to be a zealous friend to America, 
I viewed & imployed Colo Patterson for 
the above purposes ; concealing as much 
as the nature of the case would admit 
my real design.— If I have been de- 
ceived in the Man Colo Cox is the author 
of the deception and is highly culpable, 
because he represented him to me as a 
person he was well acquainted with.— 
The Troops from Minisink were to be- 
gin their March for Wioming last Mon- 
day— ‘The bad weather all the Month 
of March and an accident to one of my 
Letters to Genl Hand occasioned a de- 
lay of some days. Orders also went 
(before the receipt of your Letter) to 
Genl McDougall to put the remains of 
Pattens & Malcolms Regiments in mo- 
tion for the same quarter—and the Board 
of War, some time since, has been ap- 
plied to for a relief to Rawling’s Corps 
that it might reinforce Brodhead for the 
purpose mentioned to you when at Camp, 
but what they have done in the matter 
is unknown to me— I shall be very glad 
to know from time to time what pro- 
gress is made in compleating the five 
independent Companies; and let me 
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beseech you my dear Sir while I am 
upon the subject of recruiting to give 
the most pointed orders to those who 
are engaged in this Service, for your 
Battalions, to take no Deserters —— They 
weaken instead of strengthen the Regi- 
ments and not only rob the public of 
the bounty money, arms, accoutrements 
and cloaths which they receive, but 
poison the minds of other Soldiers and 
carry many away with them to the en- 
emy— In Genl Potter’s letter (now re- 
turned) the propriety of offering Land 
as an encouragement to Men to enlist in 
the above Companies, is suggested for 
your consideration— I have long been 
of opinion founded in observation that 
if the State bounties are continually in- 
creased for every short & temperary 
Service & enlistment, that the price of 
Men another year will be far above our 
purchase; & a final end will be put to 
recruiting—the consequences of which, 
under present appearances, are well 
worthy of consideration. 

To hear that all party disputes had 
subsided, & that harmony (not only be- 
tween Congress & the States, but between 
the discordant parts of the State) was 
restored, wd give me very singular pleas- 
ure— If party matters were at an end, 
& some happy expedient hit upon to 
check the further depreciation of our 
money, we should soon be left to the 
enjoyment of that Peace and happiness 
which every good man must wish for & 
none but the viciated & abandoned tribe 
of speculators &c would be injured by— 

If propositions have not been made 
to Congress of the Court of G. Britain 
for negotiating a Peace on the terms 
which have been held out to the Com- 
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missioners upon what ground is the res- 
olutions you speak of founded ?— They 
surely do not mean to be the movers of 
a Negotiation, before they know the 
terms that will be offered, or which can 
certainly be obtained ?— In a word the 
whole matter (to me) is a mistery.— 
Iam with sincerity & truth 
Dr Sir Yr Most Obedt &c 
Go. WASHINGTON 

[President Joseph Reed] 
April 9th 

P.S. Since writing the foregoing I 
have spoke to Genl Green concerning 
Patterson— He says that Cox is not, 
nor was not unacquainted with the sus- 
picions harboured of him—that in ye 
early part of the War he got disgusted 
by some disappointment, withdrew from 
Public Service—& has conducted him- 
self in such a manner as to be suspected 
of favouring the back Settlers who have 
joined the Enemy—but nevertheless he 
will answer for his fidelity & the due 
performance of what he has undertaken 
if impediments are not thrown in his 
way.— 

I have accts of the Marching of Pat- 
tens & Malcolms Regiments —& that 
the Troops from Minisink will be at 
Wioming this night if no accident hap- 
pens to them. 

Yr &c 


LI 
Communicated by J. C. McGuire 


Head Quarters r2th April 1779 
Dear Sir 
Inclosed you have the last General 
Return of Ordnance and Military Stores 
which I have received from the Board of 
War, of which you will take a Copy. 


G. W——N 
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There appears to me a very great defi- 
ciency of many articles, particularly of 
Small Arms, powder and Lead. But 
you will be pleased to examine it critic- 
ally and report to me what are, in your 
opinion, wanting, that I may, without 
loss of time, lay the estimate before the 
Board of War. 

As you must be Sensible of the ne- 
cessity of keeping a Return of so disa- 
greeable a complexion as much a Secret 
as possible, be pleased to drop a hint of 
this kind to the person who copies it— 

I am Dear Sir 
Your Most Obdt Servt 
G. WASHINGTON 
Brig Genl Knox 


LII : 
Communicated by Joseph J. Cooke 


Head Quarters Middle Brook, 
19th April 1779 

Dear Sir 

I have been honored with yours of 
the 14th instant. I shall not fail to 
recommend to the Officer, who will com- 
mand on the Susquehannah, the culti- 
vation of a good understanding between 
the Settlers at Wyoming and the inhab- 
itants of Northumberland County. 

Upon estimating the Force necessary 
to be employed upon the intended Ex- 
pedition, so as to give the most proba- 
ble assurance of success, I find that it 
will require more troops than can possi- 
ble be spared from the Continental 
Army, without weakening our main 
Body to that degree, that it will be ever 
liable to be insulted, if not materially 
injured by the Enemy should they move 
out—I am therefore under the necessity 
of making application to the State of 
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Pennsylvania for the aid of Six hundred 
Militia including the companies of Rang- 
ers, to continue in service three Months 
from the 1st of June, if the Laws or 
any power vested in the Executive 
Council will authorize the calling them 
out for so long a time they must come 
provided with Arms, as from the ex- 
hausted State of the Continental Mag- 
azines they cannot be supplied from 
thence. You will oblige me by letting 
me know as early as possible whether 
this demand can be complied with fully 
in point of term of Service, and if not, 
for the longest time that the Men may 
be depended upon. They are to ren- 
dezvous at Sunbury by the roth of May. 
I imagine the Western Militia will be 
called out upon this Service. They are 
infinitely to be preferred on many ac- 
counts, but particularly from their being 
used to the Indian mode of War, which 
is apt to make very fatal impressions 
upon men not acquainted with that kind 
of Enemy. 

I would not presume to nominate the 
Officer who should take command of 
this Body of Men: but I hope I shall 
stand excused, when I mention Brig: 
General Potter. From my knowledge 
of his abilities, and his acquaintance 
with the kind of service upon which 
these Men are to be employed, I should 
be very happy should the State think 
proper to confer the command upon 
him. 

Upon the several hints given to me 
of the suspicions of Patterson’s charac- 
ter, I have taken measures to prevent 
him from being mischeivous should he 
be so inclined, and I have desired that 
Colo Cox may give him a caution against 
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making a needless parade of the em- 
ploy which he isin. He has nothing to 
do with the Quarter Masters depart- 
ment, 

If I may be allowed to form any judg- 
ment from the actual Returns and Re- 
ports of the Commissaries, of the 
quantity of Flour [manuscript destroyed] 
that of Virginia. 

I have the honor to be 
with the greatest Regard 
Yr Excellency’s 
Most obt Serv 


Gov. Reed Go. WASHINGTON 


P.S. By a letter which I have re- 
ceived from General McIntosh dated at 
Fort Pitt the 3d instant, I have the 
pleasure to find that he had returned to 
that place, after having relieved Fort 
Laurens and thrown a proper supply of 
provisions into it. He adds that he had 
found some of the Indian Tribes more 
friendly than he had expected. 

A cooperation of the troops at Fort 
Pitt and in that quarter not being 
deemed either very practicable or of 
much use, the Force, at present there, 
will remain. This I hope, with the as- 
sistance of the Militia, should there be 
occasion, will cover your Western Fron- 
tier and in the Middle department, I 
should suppose that the Army must be 
much destressed for the Article of 
Bread, should such an exportation, as I 
imagine the State of Massachusetts will 
require, be allowed. If the quantity 
wanted to the Eastward is ascertained, 
the Commissary General can better de- 
termine whether any or what part of it 
can be spared without injury to the 
Service, 
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LIII 
Communicated by J. C. McGuire 
Head Quarters Middlebrook 
4th May 1779 
Dr Sir 

I enclose you a return which I re- 
ceived a few days ago from General 
Parsons—of arms and accoutrements, 
wanted for the troops at Reading. 

I wish you to take the most immed- 
iate measures on this occasion in your 
department, to have them, and all the 
deficiencies, in the troops stationed on 
the other side of the North River sup- 
plied from Springfield; having respect 
at the same time to the Supplies which 
may be necessary for the other parts of 
the Army and proportioning the distri- 
bution accordingly. 

I am Sir Your Most Obdt 
and hble Servt 


G. WASHINGTON 
Brig Genl Knox 


LIV 
Communicated by Thomas Addis Emmet 
Middlebrook May 12th 1779 
Dr Sir 
The Inclosed letters respecting the 
rank of officers in Procters Regiment ; 
& Colo Fleming's pretensions, are this 
moment come to hand— I wish you to 
consider them attentively, and give me 
your sentiments in writing, fully, upon 
every matter & thing contained in them. 
— The amusements of Phila have such 
preferable claims to the dangers and 
hardships of the field, that I shall not 
be surprized at finding a thousand difii- 
culties innumerated by the above corps 
to prevent their Marching— I wish 
therefore as far as is consistent with the 
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rights of others, that every obstacle may 
be removed and complaints done away. 
The letter to the Council of the Mas- 
sachusetts bay is under a flying Seal for 
your perusal— Please to take the nec- 
essary and most speedy measure to bring 
on the Cannon therein required to the 
Posts in the Highlands. 
I am Dr S'r Yr most Obedt Sevt 
Genl Knox Go. WASHINGTON 
LV 
Communicated by Joseph J. Cooke 
Head Quarters Middle Brook, 


May 2oth 1779 
Gentlemen, 


A few days since I was honored 
with your favour of the 8th instant. 

It is my constant endeavour to culti- 
vate the confidence of the governments 
of the several states by an equal and 
uniform attention to their respective in- 
terests, so far as falls within the line of 
my duty and the compass of the means 
with which I am entrusted. With a 
consciousness of this, it is natural that 
my sensibility should be affected even 
by the appearance of distrust. The 
assurances of the Council that I have 
misconceived their former letters afford 
me pleasure proportioned to the pain 
which that misconception occasioned. I 
shall not at present trouble them with 
any remarks on the subject discussed in 
their last, respecting the degree of pro- 
tection which each state has a right to 
expect. I shall only beg leave to assure 
them, that I do full justice to the ex- 
ertions of the State of Pennsylvania, 
and to express my hope that if circum- 
stances will permit the execution of the 
immediate and ultimate projects of the 
campaign, effectual relief will be given 
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to our frontier in general. This is a 
favorite object with me, and nothing but 
necessity or more decisive prospects 
elsewhere will divert me from it. 

If the independent companies raising 
amount to the number the Council men- 
tion, they will answer my expectation 
of succour from the state, and will make 
it unnecessary to call out immediately a 
body of militia, I shall only request 
that measures may be taken to have 
them as speedily as possibly at the place 
of rendezvous, Sunbury or Wyoming, 
where they will receive orders from 
General Sullivan who commands the ex- 
pedition. 

I am happy to find that General Ar- 
nold’s trial is now put upon a satisfac- 
tory footing; and I regret that any mis- 
apprehension has happened— I shall 
endeavour to have the affair conducted 
[in its] future progress with unexcep- 
tionable propriety. The period now 
fixed for entering upon it relieves me 
from much embarrassment. 

I beg the Council to accept my warm- 
est thanks for the favourable sentiments 
of my conduct which they do me the 
honor in this new instance, to express— 
and I entreat them to be assured of the 
perfect respect and esteem with which I 


am 
Gentlemen Your most 


obed humble Servant 
Go, WASHINGTON 
[Council of State of Pennsylvania] 


P.S. To prevent any mistake I beg 
leave to repeat, that if there are any 
persons to be summoned as witnesses 
that fall within my province, I shall be 
obliged to The Council for a communi- 
cation of their names. 
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LVI 
Communicated by J. C. McGuire 
Head Quarters Middlebrook 
27th May 1779 
Dr Sir 


I herewith transmit you an extract 
of a letter from the board of War of 


the 24th inst by which you will perceive, 
that the factory at Philadelpha turns 
out 60 or 70 cartridge boxes per day ; 
and that the Armory is in a situation to 
enter upon the repairs of arms— You 
will be pleased to have the old cartridge 
boxes now in Store, and those returned 
on the distribution of new ones sent 
forward to Philadelphia for the purpose 
which the board mentions and such 
arms as want repairs to the Armory, 
agreeable to the recommendation of the 
board. 


Brigadier Gen : Clinton writes me the 
13th that “the ammunition I applied for 
at Fishkill by virtue of Gen Knox’s 
order could not be all procured, the 
small quantity which could be spared is 


on the wayup. Iam informed by let- 
ters from Col Chevers that it is not to 
be had at Springfield, but that he had 
sent to Boston for it, I have put an ex- 
press to hasten it up, tho I am afraid it 
will not arrive in time.” Ihave given 
you this extract, that you may take the 
proper steps to have a proper supply at 
fishkill or its vicinity to answer any ex- 
igencies that may arise in this quarter 

I am D Sir Your Most hble Servt 

G. WASHINGTON 

Brig Gen. Knox 

P.S. Itis not my intention that you 
should send all the arms out of repair; 
but retain what you think our camp 
armorers may be able to repair—Nor 


all the cartridge boxes. I wish to have 
a proportion of both for any occasional 
demand. In executing the order you 
will have reference to this restriction. 
G. WASHINGTON 


LVII 
Communicated by J. C. McGuire 
Head Quarters Middie Brook 
28th May 1779 
Sir 

The knowledge you have of the gen- 
eral situation of the enemy makes it 
unnecessary I should enter into any fur- 
ther detail than barely to inform you— 

That their number at New York, 
Staten and Long Island—Supposing the 
detachment which went to Virginia to 
consist of 2,000 men agreeable to the 
accounts I have received—amounts ac- 
cording to the best estimate I have been 
able to form to about 9,000 men—At 
Rhode Island their strength is about 5 
or6,ooo, ‘Their remaining force in these 
States is in Georgia and Virginia—In 
addition to these, their whole influence 
is exerted to Stimulate the Indians from 
one end of the Western frontier to the 
other against us, and reinforcements are 
expected from Europe. But what may 
be their precise destination or amount 
is uncertain—The current of intelli- 
gence points to New York and at least 
5,000 men, 

Our own force and present disposition 
are pretty well known to you, but to give 
you amore exact idea, I shall observe, 
that, beside the Pennsylvania, Maryland 
and Virginia troops now in this Camp 
and the North Carolina troops at Pa- 
ramus, there are three Brigades of Mas- 
sachusetts troops and one of Connecti- 





ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS 


cut on the North River—one of the 
latter at Danbury and about 2,500 Con- 
tinental troops at Rhode Island. You 
will be able to form a sufficiently ac- 
curate judgment of the collective 
strength of these Corps; but if you 
should wish for more precise information, 
you can obtain it by applying to me. 
The rest of our force except about 600 
or 700 on the Ohio will be imployed to 
the westward against the Indians. 

I can say scarcely anything of the 
reinforcements we have reason to ex- 
pect—The measures persuing by the 
several States to augment their bat- 
talions and the success with which they 
are attended have as yet come but par- 
tially to my knowledge—I fear our pros- 
pects are very inconsiderable. 

Under this concise account of mat- 
ters and taking a comprehensive view of 
our affairs in general—particularly the 
State of our supplies and the deprecia- 
tion of our currency—I am to request 
you will favor me with your opinion of 
the plan of conduct which it will be 
proper for us to pursue at this juncture 
for the advancement of the common 
cause and for the honor and interest of 
the American Arms, in doing which, I 
shall be obliged by a very free and full 
communication of your sentiments. 

Iam Sir Your Most Obt Servt 
G, WASHINGTON 
Brigadier Genl. Knox 
LVIII 
Communicated by J. C. McGuire 
Middlebrook May 30, 1779 
Sir, 

The situation of our affairs and the 
general prospects of the campaign re- 
quire that the army should divest itself 
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of every article that can be spared and 
take the field as light as possible—I am 
therefore of opinion, that not more than 
two light field-pieces ought to be at- 
tached to each Brigade and that the 
Park should be composed of a few 
pieces of the same sort. You will be 
pleased after reserving a sufficient num- 
ber for these purposes to send all the 
overplus to some convenient place from 
which they may without difficulty be 
drawn, if a particular occasion should 
call for them, Easton perhaps may 


answer, 
Given at Head Quarters 


Middle-Brook May 3oth 1779 
G,. WASHINGTON 
Brigadier General Knox 


LIX 
Communicated by J. C. McGuire 
Head Quarters Morris-Town 
June 4th 1779 
Sir, 

By a letter this moment arrived from 
General McDougall dated two o’clock 
yesterday, the enemy were advancing in 
force towards The Continental Village. 
The other part of their Army on the 
West side were to move the same day 
to invest the Ford, on reconsideration, 
as some heavy cannon in our future 
operations may become effective, if you 
can possible procure a sufficiency of 
horses to carry those at the Park with 
convenience and dispatch, I wish them 
to join the Army without delay—A care- 
ful officer will no doubt accompany 
them to avoid accidents on the route— 

I am Dr Sir Yr Most Obdt Servt 
General Knox G. WASHINGTON 

The moment you can be spared I will 
see you in front of West Point. 
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LX 
Communicated by J. C. McGuire 
Morristown 4th June 1779 
Dr Sir, 

On the 2nd instant a party of the 
enemy possessed themselves of the fort 
on Vir-planks point, by capitulation— 
they are now throwing up some works 
on the point on this Side—It would ap- 
pear from a number of circumstances 
that they mean to press their operations 
against the posts on the Highlands. 

The Militia are calling out for am- 
munition, and the supply for the army 
as you know, is far from being sufficient. 
I would therefore wish you to send on 
careful and active conductors to hasten 
forward to tlhe army,a competent supply, 
from the nearest magazines. 

I am D Sir your most hble Servt, 

G. WASHINGTON 


Brig Genl Knox 


LXI 
Communicated by J. C. McGuire 
Head Quarters Smiths Clove 


June 1779 
In Case of an Attempt on West Point. 


The alarm Guns or other Signals for 
calling in the Militia Suddenly are to 
be fired or given the instant the Enemy’s 
designs are discovered. 

The garrison is to attend principally 
to the defence of the Post, at the same 
time they are to spare all the men they 
can with safety to that object to harrass 
and dispute with the Enemy every inch 
of ground leading to the works or to 
the heights above them. 

The divisions on this ground are to 
move by different routes to the Furnace 
of Deane—Lord Stirling’s will take the 


road from June’s Tavern—Baron de 
Kalb the road which goes off at Earl’s 
Mill, and General St. Clair’s will make 
use of the one at the widow Van Am- 
broe’s ;—A Battalion from the right di- 
vision is to move on the road leading 
from June’s Tavern towards Haver- 
straw to prevent our right being turned 
undiscovered.— 

The remainder of that division is to 
endeavor to gain the Enemy’s left flank 
or rear if they should move on the road 
from King’s Ferry directly to the Fur- 
nace, by Doodlestown to the same place 
or from Fort Montgomery thither.— 

General St Clair in either of these 
cases is to attempt gaining the enemy’s 
right flank. 

Baron de Kalb under these circum- 
stances is to appose them in front.— 

If on the other hand the enemy should 
rely more upon water transportation, 
sending a part only of their force from 
Fort Montgomery by land along the 
river road, in that case Lord Stirling 
will endeavor to fall upon their rear, 
Baron de Kalb upon their left flank, 
while General St. Clair opposes them in 
front endeavoring to prevent them from 
taking possession of the heights back 
of our works on Stony hill & Fort Put- 
nam— 

Each division is to take especial care 
that they are not out flanked, and for 
this and other valuable purposes are to 
keep as extended a line, & their troops 
in as open order as they possible can to 
be under proper command : 

Each division is to keep a reserve for 
the purpose of giving Support, or in 
case of necessity to cover a retreat.— 

It is expected that the troops will 
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advance boldly upon the enemy and by 
no means and under no pretence what- 
ever throw away their ammunition at 
long shot. A musket had better never 
be discharged than fired in so wasteful 
shameful and cowardly a manner 

As the country is covered with wood 
is close and much broken it will be nec- 
essary for the Major General to fix upon 
certain beats or signals for advancing in 
the whole or part, retreating &c 

In case individuals or parties should 
get separated from the main body: to 
prevent which every possible care 
should be taken, Smith’s Tavern (pres- 
ent Head Quarters) is to be the first 
place of rendezvous, and Chester the 
second, if circumstances should so re- 
quire.— 

Go. WASHINGTON 

To Major General Knox 


LXII 
Communicated by Thomas Addis Emmet 
Head Quarters Smith’s Clove 
June 13th 1779 

Sir 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of 
your favor of the 11th and to return 
you my thanks for the news Papers 
which it inclosed 

Iam sorry you have not had it in 
your power to make any diversion in 
that quarter, so as to alarm or attract 
the attention of the enemy, nor indeed 
do I know the means that can be used 
at present to produce such an effect, 
unless the preparation of the flat bot- 
tomed boats, which are ordered on from 
Philadelphia on carriages will answer 
the end—The enemy will certainly hear 
of their arrival which will probable 
raise their suspicions, They will also 
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serve another purpose, should our situ- 
ation enable us to attempt anything ser- 
ious on the Island 
I am Sr Yr most obet Servant 
Go. WASHINGTON 
Col. John Neilson— 
at Elizabethtown 

P. S. You will be pleased to forward 
the inclosed—Mrs Delancy by whom it 
is written, expects a trunk from New 
York, when it arrives, I am to request 


your particular care of it. 
G. W. 


Col. Neilson 
LXIII 
Communicated by J. C. McGuire. 
Head Quarters New Windsor 
July r2th 1779 
Dear Sir, 

I perceive by the last returns, that 
there is still a number of men wanting 
arms— In addition to this I am in- 
formed we may shortly expect some new 
levies from Massachusetts and Connecti- 
cut particularly the latter. The men 
without Arms will be rather an incum- 
berance than a benefit. I request that 
you will take every measure in your 
power to have a supply ready, For this 
purpose you will hasten to the Army all 
such as are any where under your di- 
rection; and will write in urgent terms 
to the Board of War for a further sup- 
ply if to be had, I wish you to make 
this an object of particular attention, I 
shall be glad to hear how Mrs. Knox is— 
to whom I beg my respectfull compli- 
ments and best wishes for her health 

I am Dear Sir Yr Most Obdt Servt 

G. WASHINGTON 
Brigadier Genl Knox 
P.S. Since writing the above I have 
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received Information that the Massa- 
chusetts levies are Assembling at Spring- 
field & may soon be expected on 
G. W. 
LXIV 


Communicated by Frank Moore 


Head Quarters, West Point 
15th Augt 1779 

Sir 

In the letter which I had the honor of 
addressing your Excellency the 6th in- 
stant I promised a state of facts to 
shew that every thing in my power has 
been done to give success to the West- 
ern expedition. I am sorry to find in 


the appeal which General Sullivan has 
made to Congress that he has misstated 
several particulars of importance, and 
that in providing for his own justifica- 


tion in case of misfortune, he has left 
the matter upon such a footing as to 
place me in a delicate situation. In 
justice to myself I beg leave to make a 
few remarks on the different parts of his 
letter. 

He says in the first place “that the 
Plan for carrying on the expedition was 
nat agreeable to his mind, nor were the 
number of Men for it sufficient in his 
opinion to insure success. 

The Plan he proposed was to have two 
Bodies, each superior to the whole force 
of the Enemy to operate both on the 
Mohawk River, and by way of the Sus- 
quehanna.— This Plan might have 
been desirable if the number of our 
troops, the state of our finances, and of 
supplies had permitted its execution, 
but it was impracticable on all these ac- 
counts. The force actually detached 
left the Army so weak that I am per- 
suaded every officer of reflection in it, 
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who knew our true circumstances was 
uneasy for the consequences; and if a 
larger force had gone, we should have 
been absolutely at the discretion of the 
Enemy. This will immediately appear 
from a recurrence to the Returns of the 
Army at that time. Should we have 
endeavoured to make up the deficiency 
from the Militia, our experience of the 
success of the applications which were 
made will convince us that the attempt 
would have been fruitless ; to say noth- 
ing of the injury to Agriculture which 
would have resulted from calling out so 
large a Body of Militia. But if the 
Men could have been procured we should 
have failed in supplies. This is evi- 
dent from what has happened. If we 
have met with so many difficulties, dis- 
appointments, and delays in providing 
for the present force, how would it have 
been possible to have provided for dou- 
ble the number ? 

But though, if our resources had per- 
mitted, it might have been convenient to 
have had two bodies, each superior to the 
Enemy’s whole force to operate in dif- 
ferent directions for the sake of dis- 
patch, yet this does not appear to me 
on military principles to have been nec- 
essary to insure success: for, as the ob- 
ject was only the destruction of some 
Indian Settlements, all that could be 
requisite to its execution was to be able 
to march thro’ them, and this purpose 
was assured if there was at one capital 
point a force sufficient to beat their col- 
lective force. 

General Sullivan seemed to prefer the 
carrying on the principal operation by 
the Mohawk River. My reasons for 
preferring the other route are contained 
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in the letter No 3 to General Schuyler. 
General Schuyler was originally of the 
same opinion, as appears by his letters 
No.1 and 2, but he changed it upon 
hearing the reasons in favor of the Plan 
which has been adopted, as he acknowl- 
edges in his letter No. 4; where he also 
suggests an additional motive, the want 
of Provisions. General Sullivan re- 
linquishes the former Plan himself on 
this principle, nor did the deficiency 
arise from the want of previous disposi- 
tions, but from the difficulties in procur- 
ing supplies. It was my own idea at 


first, as will be seen by several letters 
herewith, to carry on the principal op- 
eration by the Mohawk, and directions 
were given very early to form Maga- 
zines for this purpose which it seems 


could not be executed. But if this ob- 
stacle had not existed, the reasons for 
penetrating by way of Susquehanna 
were then, and still are in my opinion, 
conclusive. The information on which 
the facts stated in my letter to General 
Schuyler were founded, is principally 
contained in the summary No. 16 Packet 
No, 7 the experiment hitherto hath con- 
firmed its truth. 

General Sullivan says that his letters 
to me produced no other effect than to 
change the route of Clinton’s detach- 
ment. There are only four points on 
which his letters turn. One is the hav- 
ing two Bodies of superior force to the 
whole strength of the Enemy to operate 
different ways.— I have assigned rea- 
sons to shew that a compliance with this 
was impracticable and General Sulli- 
van’s own concession on the score of 
provisions is an admission of its imprac- 
ticability. 
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Another is, the force necessary to 
compose the main body—this he esti- 
mates at three thousand—it will be seen 
by my letter No 3, Packet 1, that my 
opinion long before corresponded with 
his idea; and the calculations made at the 
time, of the Corps intended for the ser- 
vice, including the aid sollicited from 
Pennsylvania, induced me to believe 
General Sullivan’s force would have 
amounted to about this number. The 
situation of our troops continually 
mouldering in a variety of ways—the dis- 
appointment in the expected reinforce- 
ment from Pennsylvania, and the un- 
looked for demands from a want of 
hands in the Quarter Masters depart- 
ment have occasioned his force to be 
considerably less than was intended, or 
could have been foreseen: That he has 
not been gratified in this respect was 
not for want of my wishes or endeav- 
ours, and is as great a disappointment to 
meashim. He acknowledges that more 
Continental Troops could not be spared 
—the Militia applied for were not fur- 
nished. 

The next point is—a change in the 
route of the Troops under General 
Clinton. This he confesses happened 
as he desired: yet it would have been 
much against my judgment had his main 
Body been so large as it was intended 
to be. I feartooas matters have turned 
out, the most critical part of the expe- 
dition will be the junction of these two 
Corps. But it appears to me now from 
General Sullivan’s representation that he 
could not avoid giving the order to 
Clinton to march with a full supply of 
Provisions. 

The last point is—a change of the 
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Corps originally destined for the Expe- 
dition. In this also he was indulged. 
The precise Corps he requested are with 
him ; though I was not satisfied of the 
validity of his reason for desiring a 
change, as I believe very few more of 
the troops now with him have been ac- 
customed to the Indian mode of fight- 
ing than of those who were first intended. 
I had two motives for fixing on the 
Pennsylvania troops—one was, that I 
should have been happy an officer of 
General St. Clair’s abilities had been 
second in command to take direction of 
in case of accidents‘to the first— Gen- 
eral Sullivan by his change reduced his 
numbers four hundred Men, which could 
not be replaced without breaking in upon 
other Corps. 

On that part of General Sullivan’s 
letter which related to the Quarter Mas- 
ter and Commissaries department I shall 
only observe that there have no doubt 
been very great delays—whether these 
have proceeded in part from a want of 
execution, or wholly from the inavoid- 
able impediments which the unhappy 
state of our Currency opposes at every 
step, I have not sufficient information 
to determine ; but from the approved 
capacity, attention, & assiduity with 
which the operations of these depart- 
ments are conducted, I am inclined to 
make every allowance and to impute our 
disappointments to the embarrassments 
of the times, and not toneglect. General 
Sullivan’s well known activity will not 
permit me to think he has not done 
every thing in his power to forward the 
preparations— but however the delays 
may have happened I flatter myself no 
part of the blame can fall upon me. 
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The Papers contained in the Packet No 
2 will shew that the necessary orders 
were given by me, and that I was en- 
couraged to expect their timely accom- 
plishment. Besides what is upon Record, 
my pressing and repeated entreaties were 
employed with the Quarter Master and 
Commissary General in personal confer- 
ences. My attention was so much di- 
rected to this Expedition that I sus- 
pended at a very critical period the 
necessary preparations fur the main 
Army, to give the greater vigour and 
efficacy to these for that object— To 
this cffect were my instructions to the 
Quarter Master General when we had 
the strongest inducements to put our- 
selves in a moving posture. 

General Sullivan in the next place 
says, “having been taught by repeated 
disappointments to be cautious, I early 
gave orders to General Clinton to sup- 
ply his Troops with three months pro- 
visions, and wrote Governor Clinton for 
his assistance in April last— This has 
been done and they are supplied.” 

The idea here held up is really extra- 
ordinary—my letter to Ceneral Schuy- 
ler No 1 will shew that as early as the 
beginning of December Magazines were 
ordered to be formed in that Quarter 
for 10,000 men with a view to an expe- 
dition to Niagara— By the subsequent 
letters to him No 2 and 3 these were 
partly discontinued, and limited to the 
Plan of an Indian Expedition, the ex- 
tent of which was to be governmed by 
his judgment of the force necessary. 
This being 3000 men, the preparations 
were of course for that number. Sche- 
nectady was afterwards made the depos- 
itory by Genl Clinton, as appears by his 
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letter No 5—in answer to mine No 4. 
From the whole tenor of the corre- 
spondence on the subject, Congress will 
clearly perceive, that the Magazines 
which General Sullivan ascribes to his 
care and caution were formed in conse- 
quence of orders given several months 
before he was nominated to the com- 
mand, which did not take place till the 
6th of March, by letter; and that they 
would have been equal to the supply of 
3000 men had not the resources of the 
Country fallen short. 

General Sullivan states his force at 
2312 rank & file, which by a variety of 
deductions he afterwards reduced to 
938 which he holds up as his combating 
force.—I should be unwilling to over- 
rate the means of any officer, or to 


create a greater responsibility than is 
just—but at the same time I think it a 
duty I owe to the public and myself to 
place a matter of this kind in a true 


point of light. If almost the whole of 
the 2300 men are not effectually service- 
able in Action, it must be General Sul- 
livan’s own fault—nearly all the men he 
speaks of, as Pack Horsemen, Bat 
Horsemen &c. &c. may be to the full 
as useful as any others. The number 
he mentions is only necessary for the 
sake of dispatch on a march; in time 
of Action the Horses and Cattle may 
be committed to the care of a very few, 
and the rest may be at liberty to act as 
occasion requires. Should he even be 
attacked on a March those animals may 
be made a shelter, rather than an in- 
cumbrance—if the operations he is to 
be concerned in were the regular ones 
of the Field, his calculation would be 
better founded ; but in the loose irreg- 
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ular War he is to carry on, it will natur- 
ally lead to error and misconception. 
General Sullivan makes no account of 
his Drummers and Fifers, and other ap- 
pendages of an Army who do not com- 
pose the fighting part of it—I have too 
good an opinion of his judgment not to 
believe he would find very useful em- 
ployment for them. These and the few 
Drivers and Pack horsemen whom he 
acknowledges to have, will be nearly, if 
not quite sufficient with a small guard 
to take care of his Horses and Cattle in 
time of Action. But as I before ob- 
served, his rea/ force will be less than 
it ought to be, to put him out of the 
reach of contingencies ; but I hope with 
prudent management it will still suffice. 
The estimate made by General Schuyler 
of the Enemy’s force from every sub- 
sequent information was not too low; 
and it is to be hoped the want of Pro- 
visions will prevent its being exerted in 
a vigorous and formidable opposition. 
My chief solicitude is for General Clin- 
ton, if he effects the meditated junction 
there will in my opinion be nothing 
to fear afterwards. Notwithstanding 
what may be said of the expertness of 
Indians in the woods, I am strongly 
persuaded our Troops will always be an 
overmatch for them with equal num- 
bers, except in case of surprise or am- 
buscade, which it is at our own option 
to avoid. 

General Sullivan also makes the ap- 
plication to the State of Pennsylvania 
a consequence of his letters. My letter 
No. 1 to his Excellency the President 
will shew that this was a part of the 
Plan before General Sullivan was nom- 
inated to the Command; and my sub- 
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sequent letters will shew that I pressed 
a compliance in the strongest and most 
pointed manner. 

He mentions among other things that 
“one third of his Men are without a 
Shirt to their backs.”—The letters No. 
1 to 5 Packet 5th will make it appear 
that I took every step in my power to 
afford a competent supply, and I have 
the greatest reason to believe that the 
Troops with him had more than a pro- 
portion to the general wants and sup- 
plies of the Army. 

The Packet No.6 contains my in- 
structions from time to time to General 
Sullivan. No. 7 the intelligence re- 
ceived from first to last, and No. 8 
sundry Papers relative to the Expedi- 
tion which do not immediately affect 
the subjects of the present Letter, but 
all which may serve to shew that I have 
paid all the attention in my power to 
this important object, and made use of 
every precaution forits success. I hope 
the event may answer our wishes; but 
if it should not, my anxiety to~stand 
justified in the opinion of Congress has 
induced me to give them the trouble of 
this lengthy communication—I most 
sincerely thank them for the opportun- 
ity they have afforded me of entering 
ito this explanation by the transmission 
of General Sullivan’s letter, and I shall 
be much obliged by a similar indulgence 
upon every occasion of the same sort. 

I beg leave to conclude with one ob- 
servation. It may possibly hereafter 
be said that the Expedition ought not 
to have been undertaken unless the 
means were fully adequate, or that the 
consequences of a defeat ought not to 
have been hazarded when they were 
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found to be otherwise—The motives to 
the undertaking, besides the real import- 
ance of rescuing the Frontier from the 
Alarms, ravages, and distresses to which 
it was exposed and which in all proba- 
bility would have redoubled this year,— 
were the increasing clamours of the 
Country, and the repeated applications 
of the States immediately concerned, 
supported by frequent references and 
indications of the pleasure of Congress 
—the combined force of these motives 
appeared to me to leave no alternative. 

The means proposed to be employed 
were fully sufficient; the disappoint- 
ments we have met with, such as could 
not have been foreseen as we have no 
right to expect—so far as the business 
did not depend on me I had the strong- 
est assurances from those who were 
concerned, and who were to be supposed 
the proper Judges that my expectations 
would be fulfilled. 

After such extensive preparations has 
been made—so much expence incurred, 
the attention and hopes of the Public 
the apprehensions of the Enemy ex- 
cited—their force augmented—their re- 
sentments influmed—to recede, and 
leave the frontier a prey to their depreda- 
tions would be in every view impolitic 
when there is still a good prospect of suc- 
cess. To avoid possible misfortunes we 
must in this case submit to many certain 
evils—of the most serious nature, too 
obvious to require enumeration. 

I have the honor to be, with the high- 
est respect and esteem, 

Your Excellency’s most obedt Servant 

GEO. WASHINGTON 
His Excellency John Jay Esquire 
[President of Congress] 
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P.S. I inclose a return of General 
Sullivan’s whole force from the last par- 
ticular Returns to the Adjutant Gen- 
eral. This is exclusive of the Party 
under Colonel Pawling (amounting to 
300 Men) it will appear by this return 
that the Battalion officers are included 
in the number of Men present, with 
arms in their hands—this is done be- 
cause General Sullivan applied for, and 
obtained an Order for this purpose, but 
Icannot undertake to say whether he 
got them or not. 

LXV 
Communicated by J. C. McGuire 
West Point 20th Aug 1779 
Sir 

I have received the reports from 
Major General McDougal Brigadier 
Du Portail and yourself of this date on 
the subject of the batteries cannon and 
ammunition necessary for the defence 
of West Point. 

The motive there suggested concurs 
with others to make me desire there 
should be a speedy and ample supply of 
powder at this post and in the vicinity— 
We cannot now undertake any opera- 
tions however necessary, which may re- 
quire a considerable expenditure of this 
article—from the present absolute scarc- 
ity of it—I am informed the arrival of 
a large quantity is momently expected. 
You will therefore please to write to 
the Board representing our situation 
and requesting in pressing terms, 
that in case of such arrival, no time 
may be lost in forwarding what you 
deem a competent supply, as well for 
offensive opperations against the ene- 
my’s posts should they become advisea- 
ble as for the defence of this— 
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You will at the same time have a suf- 
ficient number of cannon ball of proper 
sizes prepared for the same purpose that 
we may be at no loss on this account 

I am with great esteem 
Sir yr most obedt Ser vt 


G. WASHINGTON 
Brig Genl Knox 


LXVI 
Communicated by T. Bailey Myers 
Head Quarters 
West Point 31st Augt 1779 

Sir 

Congress were pleased to come to a 
resolution on the 21st instant of which 
the inclosed is a copy. You will per- 
ceive it is their sense that Major Gen- 
eral Phillips should not be indulged with 
permission to send two officers into Can- | 
ada as he has requested In obedience 
to this signify to him that I counter- 
mand the directions contained in my let- 
ter to youof the 27thof July. Youwill 
give notice to General Phillips that I 
took that step uninformed that the ap- 
plication was before Congress and I am 
sorry to find it does not correspond 
with their wishes 

I am with great esteem 
Your most obedt Servt 


Go. WASHINGTON 
Col Bland 
LXVII 


Communicated by J. C. McGuire 
Head Quarters West Point 


12th Nov. 1779 
Dear Sir 


From present appearances & the Sea- 
son of the Year, there is little reason to 
believe, that a cooperation with the 
French Admiral, can possibly take 
place. In consequence of this opinion 
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and to avoid as much as possible a fur- 
ther increase of expence, I have to re- 
quest you to suspend such of your 
arrangements as were designed for this 
purpose, and which, unless this event 
were to take place, will be unnecessary. 
I reckon among these, particularly, the 
Business on which Col. Stevens has been 
ordered. Inyour measures on this sub- 
ject, which I wish to be immediate, 
although you stop the preparations, you 
will do it in such a manner as to pre- 
serve the Idea for which they were un- 
dertaken—I need not observe to you 
the expediency of preserving appear- 
ances till the determination of Congress 
is known, to whom I have written on 


the Subject— 
I am Dear Sir 


Sir Your Most Obdt. Servt 
Genl Knox. G. WASHINGTON 


General Greene desires that the per- 
son who goes to Col. Stevens may call 
upon him 


LXVIII 
Communicated by J. C. McGuire 
Head Quarters, 
Novemr 18th, 1779 

Dr Sir 

As the North Carolina Troops have 
orders to march immediately to the 
Southward, you will be pleased to direct 
the Company of Artillery belonging to 
that State to hold themselves in readi- 
ness to move with them— Their route 
will hereafter be made known— And 
with respect to their pieces you will suf- 
fer them to carry them or not, as you 
may see proper. 

I am Dr Sr Yr Most obdt Servt 

Genl Knox G. WASHINGTON 

P.S. Col Clark will give the route. 
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LXIX 
Communicated by J. C. McGuire 
West Point Nov. 23rd 1779 
Dr Sir 

The ordnance and ordnance stores 
necessary for Fort Arnold and its de- 
pendencies you will please have allotted 
agreeable to a report made to me by 
yourself and General McDougall and 
General Du Portail, And where the Ar- 
tillery can be planted with propriety and 
safety on account of the unfinished state 
of the out works to have it done accord- 
ingly. 

The posts at King-ferry should be im- 
mediately supplied with two pieces of 
cannon (one on each side of the river) 
to keep off the enemy’s row gallies which 
are beginning to appear there— When 
the works are in a more complete state 
of defence, such further aid of artillery 
as shall be judged absolutely necessary, 
may be added, tho it is not my intention 
to place many at this post—but my wish 
to have those which are there of the 
least valuable of their kind. 

The rest of the ordnance and ord- 
nance stores which the prospect of an 
extensive operation against New York 
had drawn to this place and in the vi- 
cinity of it, upon or very near the river, 
I would have sent to Albany on account 
of the easy & cheap transportation, and 
because it may be considered as a safe 
deposit for them. 

In a removal of this kind a proper 
attention must be had to the probable 
and contingent wants of the Army at its 
places of cantonment. 

You will please to direct (if it is not 
already done) the Company of Artificers 
at Fredericksburg commanded by Capn 
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Post to be withdrawn from that place as 
also all other small detachments of a 
similar nature and under similar circum- 
stances and have them more connected, 
as a number of small and separate de- 
tachments involve considerable expence 
with respect to the issues of provisions 
&c, while their labor possibly might be 
employed to greater advantage, if they 
were more compact and under a more 
general and frequent inspection. 
I am Sir 
Your Most Obdt Servt 
G. WASHINGTON 

Brigadier Genl Knox 


LXX 
Communicated by J. C. McGuire 
Morristown Dec. 8th 1779 

Sir 

From more particularly conversing 
with Col. Laurens, I find the Southern de- 
partment is not very amply supplied with 
field artillery and that a few pieces from 
hence will be very useful. I am there- 
fore to desire you will detail six six 
pounders to march with the Virginia 
troops which have orders to move imme- 
diately— If you cannot spare artillery- 
men to accompany them, you will at 
least write to Col Harrison directing him 
to send a proper number of officers out 
of those who lately went from the 
Army— The officers will repair to South 
Carolina and take General Lincoln’s or- 
ders— I wish to observe as much se- 
crecy as we can concerning the succour 
we are sending Southward. 

I am Dr Sir 
Yr Obdt Servt 


G. WASHINGTON 
Genl Knox 


LIST OF 
WASHINGTON’S LETTERS 


PRINTED IN THE HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


1753 Oct. 17—Winchester to Gov. Dinwiddie. 

1754 Jun. 3—Camp to Gov. Dinwiddie 

1774 Dec. 26—Mt. Vernon to Jas. Mercer .... 

1775 Aug.30—Camp at Cambridge to John 
Dickinson 

1775 Nov.17—Cambridge to Gen. Ward 

1776 Jun. 12—New York to Lund Washington. 

1776 Sep. 30—Heights of Harlem to Lund 
Washington 

1776 Dec. 1o—Falls of the Delaware to Lund 
Washington 

1777 Jan. 23—Headquarters, Morristown, to 
to Phila, Light Horse 

1777 Aug.2t—Buck’s Co. to George Clymer... 

1778 Jan. 1—Headquarters Valley Forge to 
Henry Laurens, Pres.... . 

1778 Feb. 8—Valley Forge to Hon. Thomas 
Pi xina caancenpouce's ee 

1778 Apr. 18—Valley Forge to Henry Laurens. 

1778 Sep. 12—White P'ains to Henry Laurens. 

1779 May 29—Headquarters, Middlebrook, to 
Lund Washington 

1779 Sep. 2g—West Point to Henry Laurens, 


1780 July 3:—Headquarters, Robinson House, 
to Nathanael Shaw 

1780 Sep. 26—Headquarters, Robinson’s, to 

. Gov. George Clinton 

1780 Oct. g—Bergen County, N. J., to Dr. 
Benjamia Franklin 

1781 Sep. 3—Philadelphia to Gov. Lee 

1782 Jun. s—Newburg to Maj.-Gen. Lincoln.. 

1782 Jun. 1o—Headquarters to Hon. John 
ee per eeee 

1783 Jun. 17—Newburg to Major Billings.... 

1783 Nov.26—New York to returned exiles 
from New York 

1783 Dec. 1o—Philadelphia to Dr. McHenry.. 

1787 Mar.15—Mt. Vernon to Gen, Jas. Mercer. 

1787 Oct. 1o—Mt. Vernon to Jas. Madison, Jr. 

1778 Jan. 22—Mt. Vernon to Dr, Stuart 

1791 Sep. 8—Philadelphia to Gen. Knox 

1793 Dec. 31—Philadelphia to Rev. Dr. White. 

1795 Aug.30—Philadelphia to Rt. Hon. Lord 
Landsdown 

1796 Aug.1o—Mt. Vernon to Gen. Jas. Mar- 


1798 Jan. 1o—Mt. Vernon to Sam, Williams... 
1798 July 30—Mt. Vernon to Sec. of War 

+798 Aug. 2—Mt. Vernon to Jas. McHenry. 
1798 Aug 15—Mt. Vernon to Rev. Mr, Bou- 


1789 Jun.25—Mt. Vernon to Jas. McHenry, 
Sec. of War 

1799 Nov.12—Mt. Vernon to Managers at 
Alezandria........ceecess. 


6 


iii, 283 


96 





150 


1799 Nov.12—-New York to Corporation of 
New York 
PRINTED IN THE HISTORICAL RECORD 
1775 Aug.2o—Camp at Cambridge to Lund 
Washington 
1778 Feb. 10—Valley Forge to Brig.-General 


viii, 65 


* Declared to be spurious, 
The above letters, none of which were 
included by Sparks in his Life and 
Writings of Washington, are all that 
have appeared in the American historical 
magazines. ‘The Magazine of American 
History continues the series. 
PRINTED IN NEW ENGLAND HISTORICAL AND 
GENEALOGICAL REGISTER 
1775 Aug.22—Cambridge to Joseph Palmer... 
1775 Aug.30—Camp at Cambridge to Caxsar 
Rodney and Thos. McLean 


1777 Oct. 9—Headquarters at Frederick— 
Wampoole's—to Brig.-Gen. 


xxx, 308 


XXX. 299 


1785 Oct. 1—Mt. Vernon to Gov. Trumbull.. xxviii. 198 
1789 Apr. 1—Mt. Vernon to Maj.-Gen. Knox, 


PRINTED IN HARPER'S NEW MONTHLY MAGAZINE 

1780 Jan. 8—Headquarters, Morristown, to 
Lt.-Col. de Hart 

1793 Apr. 7—Mt. Vernon to Samuel Hanson. 

1794 Sep. 28—Philadelphia to Col, William A. 
Washington 

1796 Apl. 7—Philadelphia to Betty Lewis.... 

1799 May 24—Mt. Vernon to Col. William A. 
Washington 


XXxi. 197 


xviii, 309 
Ivi. 589 


Ivi. 592 
Ivi. 590 


PRINTED IN SCRIBNER’S MONTHLY 
1796 Apr. 11:—Philadelphia to Mr. Stuart 


PRINTED IN THE PORTFOLIO 
1754 Apr.24—Wills Creek to His Excel- 
lency Jan. 1817 24 
1778 May 18—ValleyForge to Gouv.Morris, Aug. 1817 9 
177y Ang.12—West Point to Nov. 1816 380 
1780 Feb. 3—Headquarters, Morristown, 
to Col, M——n, ....... Apr. 1814 353 
Headquarters, near Passaic, 
Circular 
1783 Jun. 2—Headquarters to Maj.-Gen, 
PND 008s sescernne . July 1818 15 
1785 May 16—-Mt. Vernon to Franc’s Hop 
kinson, Esq 
New York to Emperor of 
Morocco 


1780 Oct, 18 
July 1812 479 


Jun. 1817 500 

w789 Dec. 1 

Aug. 1822 143 

PRINTED IN AMERICAN HISTORICAL AND LIT- 
ERARY CURIOSITIES 

Mt. Vernon to Afneas 


Lamont 


1785 Jan. 31 
ad Series, No. iii. 


REPRINTS 


1785 May 16—Mt. Vernon to Francis 
Hopkinson, Esq.... 2d Series, No. iii, 
The above comprise the letters of 
Washington not printed by Sparks which 
have appeared in magazines other than 
historical so far as known to the editor, 
by whom additions and corrections are 
respectfully invited. EpIror 


WASHINGTON’S FAREWELL 
TO HIS OFFICERS 
AT FRAUNCES’ TAVERN, NEW YORK 
4th December 1783 


From Contemporaneous Accounts 


Last ‘Thursday noon the principal 
officers of the army in town assembled 
at Frauncis’ tavern to take a final leave 
of their illustrious, gracious and much 
loved commander, General Washington. 
The passions of human nature were never 
more tenderly agitated, than in this inter- 
esting and distressful scene. His excel- 
lency having filled a glass of wine, 
thus addressed his brave fellow-soldiers: 

“ With an heart full of love and gratt- 
tude I now take leave of you: I most 
devoutly wish that your latter days may be 
as prosperous and happy as your former 
ones have been glorious and honorable.” 


These words produced extreme sensi- 
bility on both sides ; they were answered 
by warm expressions, and fervent wishes, 
from the gentlemen of the army, whose 
truly pathetic feelings it is not in our 


power to convey to the reader, Soon 
after this scene was closed, his excel- 
lency the Governor, the honorable the 
Council and citizens of the first distine- 
tion waited on the general and in terms 


most affectionate, took their leave. 





REPRINTS 


The corps of light infantry was drawn 
up in a line, the commander in chief, 
about two o’clock passed through them 
on his way to Whitehall, where he em- 
barked in his barge for Powles Hook. 
He is attended by general le baron de 
Steuben; proposes to make a short stay 
at Philadelphia; will thence proceed to 
Annapolis, where he will resign his Com- 
mission as General of the American ar- 
mies, into the hands of the Continental 
Congress, from whom it was derived, 
immediately after which his excellency 
will set out for his seat, named Mount 
Vernon, in Virginia, emulating the ex- 
ample of his model, the virtuous Roman 
general, who, victorious, left the tented 
field, covered with honors, and withdrew 
from public life, ofium cum dignitate— 
Rivington’s New York Gasette, Dee. 
6,and Pennsylvania Packet, Dec. 12,1783. 


On Thursday noon the principal offi- 
cers of the army assembled at Fraunce’s 
(alias Black Sam's) tavern to take a final 
leave of their much-loved commander 


in chief. After a while gen. Washing- 
ton came in, and calling for a glass of 
wine thus addressed them: “ With an 
heart full of love and gratitude I now 
take leave of you. I most devoutly wish 
that your latter days may be as prosper- 
ous and happy as your former ones have 
been glorious and honorable.” Having 
drank he said “J cannot come to each of 
Jou to take my leave; but shall be obliged 
fo you tf each will come and take me by the 
hand.” General Knox being nearest 
turned to him; Washington with tears 
rolling down his cheeks, grasped Knox’s 
hand and then kissed him: he did the 
same by every succeeding officer, and by 
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some other gentlemen who were present. 
The passions of human nature were 
never more tenderly agitated, than in 
in this interesting and distressful scene. 
The whole company were in tears. When 
Washington left the room, and passed 
through the corps of light infantry about 
two o'clock on his way to Whitehall the 
others followed, walking in a solemn, 
mute and mournful procession, with 
heads hanging down and dijected coun- 
tenances, till he embarked in his barge 
for Powle’s Hook. When he had en- 
tered, he turned, took off his hat, and 
with that bid them a silent adieu. ‘They 
paid him the same affectionate compli- 
ment, and the barge pushing off re- 
turned from Whitehall in like manner as 
they had advanced.—Gordon's History 
of the American Revolution, 1V., 383. 


Nore.— Major-General Heath in his memoir, 
Dr, Thatcher in his Military Journal, Marshall 
and Irving in the Life, and Custis in the Recol- 
lections of Washington repeat these accounts, 
Griswold, in his Re- 
‘*an officer 


with trifling variations, 
publican Court prints a letter from 
who shared the last march of the revolutionary 
army, to a friend in Albany,” in which occurs 
the passage; ‘‘ IIappy as was the occasion and 
prayed for as it was by him and all patriots 
when he might feel that there was not an enemy 
in America, it brought with it its sorrows and I 
could hardly speak when I turned from taking 
my last look of him, It was extremely affecting. 
I do not think there were ever so many broken 
hearts as there were that night.” 

Fraunces’ tavern, the place of this historic 
and affecting scene, is still standing on the 
southeast corner of Broad and Pearl streets, It 
was built early in the last century, and after 
occupation for some years as a dwelling and 
vendue house became the property of Samuel 
Fraunces, a noted publican, who opened a 
tavern called the Queen’s Head, under the sign 
of Queen Charlotte. 
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Sam Fraunccs or Black Sam, as he was famil- 
iarly called from his swarthy complexion, was 
a West Indian by birth. A romantic story is 
told of the saving of Washington's life by the 
innkeeper’s daughter, who served the General 
as housekeeper in 1776, and discovered a plot 
to poison him in a dish of green peas; but there 
is no historic warrant for its truth. Fraunces 
was a patriot, and left the city during the British 
occupation. After the war he was engaged by 
Washington as his steward, and had entire 
charge of his household. 

The long room in the tavern, which was for a 
quarter of a century the favorite resort of clubs, 
societies and convivial parties, still remains as it 
was on the memorable day which has been de- 
scribed. It has two fire-places and _ five 
windows on the street, beneath which was a 
piazza, since removed, from which tradition 
says that Washington waved his hand as fare- 
well to the crowds who gathered to witness the 
military cortege which escorted him to the 
barge at Whitehall, EDITOR, 





ITINERARY OF 
GENERAL WASHINGTON 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE ARMIES OF 
THE UNITED STATES 


15 Fune, 1775, to 23 December 1783 


1775 
June 15—at Philadelphia—chosen Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 
16—at Philadelphia in Congress— 
accepts his commission in writ- 
ing. 
21—leaves Philadelphia to 
command of the army. 
24—at Newark. 
25—at New York. 
26—leaves New York for the East- 
ward ; sleeps at Kingsbridge. 
29—at Wethersfield. 
30—at Hartford. 


take 


NOTES 


July 2—at Watertown; received by 
Mass. Prov. Cong.—at Cambridge 
camp. 

3—at Cambridge. Headquarters. 
—takes command of the army. 
5—at Roxbury camp, with Maj. 
Genl. Lee. 
13—at Cambridge camp. 
Aug. 30—at Cambridge camp. 


1776 
April 4—leaves Cambridge for 
York. 
5—at Providence. 
8—at Norwich. Meets Gov. Trum- 
bull. 
g—at New London. 
Hopkins. 
11—at New Haven. 
13—at New York. Headquarters. 
May 21—leaves New York for Philadel- 
phia with Mrs. Washington. 
22—at Amboy. 
24—arrives at Philadelphia ; Con- 
gress in session. 
..—leaves Philadelphia for New 
York. 
June 8—at New York. Headquarters. 
Aug. 29—at battle of Long Island. 
30—at New York—Headquarters. 
Sep. 4—at Kingsbridge. Visits Genl. 
Heath. 
16—at Harlem Heights. Headquar- 
ters, Col. Roger Morris’ house. 
Oct. 22—at Valentine’s Hill, Westches- 
ter. Headquarters. 
..—at White Plains. 
ters, 
28—at Battle of Chatterton’s Hill, 
White Plaias, 
Nov. 1o—at North Castle. Headquar- 
ters. : 


New 


Meets Com. 


Headquar- 





PARE ES 








THE LONG ROOM—FRAUNCES'’ TAVERN, 











NOTES 


Nov. 11—at Peekskill. Headquarters. 


11—at Fort Montgomery ; inspects 
Highland defences with his offi- 
cers. 

12—at the Gorge in the Highlands 
with General Heath. 

12—crosses the Hudson to the 
Jerseys. 

14—at Fort Lee, Gen. Greene’s 
quarters. 

16—at Fort Lee. Views the fight 
at Fort Washington from the 
Palisades. 

1g—at Hackensack ; on tour of in- 
spection. 

21—at Aquackanoc Bridge. 

24—at Newark. 

2g—at Brunswick. Headquarters. 

2—at Trenton. Headquarters: 

8—at Mr. Berkeley’s summer seat. 

1o—at Falls of the Delaware. 

12—Bucks’ County. Headquarters 
at Keith’s. 

18—in camp near Falls of Trenton. 

21—in camp above Trenton Falls. 

25—at battle of Trenton. 

27—at Newtown. Headquarters. 

29—at Bucks’ County. Headquar- 
ters, 

30o—at Trenton. Headquarters. 


1777 


2—marches from ‘Trenton. 

3——at battle of Princeton. 

5—at Pluckemin, on march. 
7—at Morristown. Headquarters. 


May 29—at Middlebrook. Headquarters. 
June 25—in camp at Quibbletown. 


28—in camp at Middlebrook. 


July 4—at Morristown. Headquarters. 


12—at Pompton Plains. Headquar- 
ters. 


153 


July 15—at the Clove. Headquarters. 


21—eleven miles in the Clove; on 
the march. 
24—at Ramapo. Headquarters. 
30—at Coryell’s Ferry on the Dela- 
ware ; on the march. 
1—at Chester. ‘ 
3—at Philadelphia. Headquarters. 
5—at Germantown, in camp. 
11—at Bucks’ County, in camp. 
16—at Cross Road, in camp 
17—at Bucks County. Headquar- 
ters 
19—at Neshanimy Bridge. 
zo—at Bucks’ County. Headquar- 


ters. 
21—at Neshanimy camp. 
22—at Bucks’ County. 
22—at Cross Road, in camp. 
23—six miles from Philadelphia, 


on march. 

25—at Wilmington. Headquarters. 

3—evacuates Philadelphia. 

8—at Newport, Bucks’ Co., Pa. 

g—eight miles from Wilmington. 

10—at Chester. 

13—at Germantown. Headquar- 
ters. 

15—at Buck’s Tavern. 

15—at Chads Ford, on the Brandy- 
wine. Headquarters; battle of 
the Brandywine. 


. 17—at Yellow Springs. 


19—at Parker's Ford,on the Schuyl- 
kill, in camp. 
2o—at Reading Furnace, in camp. 
23—near Pottsgrove, in camp. 
29—at Pennybeckers Mills. Head- 
quarters. 
g—at Frederick. Headquarters 
at Wampoole’s. 
11—at Skippach camp. 
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Oct. 11—at Toamensing. Headquar- 
ters. 
15—at Philadelphia County. 
16—at Headquarters at 
Peter Wintz’s. 
17—at Matuchen Hill. 
18—at Philadelphia County. 
27—on the Skippach road. 
27—at Philadelphia County. 
30—near Whitemarsh. Headquar- 
ters. 
. 47near the Gulf, a defile near the 
Schuylkill. Headquarters. 
14—near the Gulf Mill. 
17—at Gulf Mill. Headquarters. 
22—at Valley Forge. Headquar- 
ters. 


1778 


Feb. ro—at Valley Forge. 
May 18—at Valley Forge. 
June 21—at ten miles from Coryell’s 
Ferry. 
22—at Coryell’s Ferry. Headquar- 
ters. 
24—at Hopewell. 
15—at Cranberry. 
28—at Englishtown. 
1—Spotswood. Headquarters. 
3—at Brunswick. 
11—at Paramus. 
17—at Haverstraw Bay. 
quarters. 
21—at White Plains. 
ters. 
. 15—at White Plains, in camp. 
. Ig—at Fort Clinton; West Point. 
1g9—at Fishkill; visits Hospitals 
and stores. 
23—at Fredericksburg. 
quarters, 


Headquarters. 


Headquarters. 
Head- 


Headquar- 


Head- 


NOTES 


Oct. 3—at Fishkill, Col. Brinckerhoff’s. 
8—at Fishkill. Headquarters. 
1o—at Fredericksburg, Headquar- 
ters. 
2o—leaves Fishkill for Fredericks, 
burg. 
7—at Paramus. 
1z2—at Middlebrook. 
ters. 
22—arrives at Philadelphia. 
28—at Philadelphia. 
1779 
2—leaves Philadelphia for New 


Jersey. 
8—at Middlebrook. 


Dec. 
Headquar- 


Headquar- 


ters. 

4—at Morristown. 
ters. 

6—at Ringwood Iron Works. 


Headquar- 


1o—passed through Trenton on 
his way to camp. 
10o—Middlebrook. Headquarters. 
11—at Smith’s Clove. Headquar- 
ters. 
21—at West Point, with General 
Heath. 
25—at New Windsor. 
ters. 
15—at Fort Montgomery. 
16—at New Windsor. 
17—at Stony Point. 
19—at West Point. 
20—at New Windsor. 
25—at West Point. Headquarters. 
. 9—at Smith’s Tavern, in the Clove. 
12—at West Point. 
15—at West Point. Headquarters. 
29—at West Point. 
Nov. 29—at Peekskill. 
Dec. 7—at Morristown. 
ters. 


Headquar- 


Headquar- 





Jan. 


1780 


8—at Morristown. Headquarters. 


June 2—at Morristown. Headquarters. 


7—at Chatham. Headquarters. 
1o—at Heights above Springfield. 
Headquarters. 


13—at Bryan’s tavern. Headquar- 
ters, 


25—at Whippany. 
27—at Ramapo. Headquarters. 
2—at Preakness. Headquarters. 
4—at Bergen County. Headquar- 
ters. 
10o—near 
ters. 
14—at Bergen County. Headquar- 
ters. 
19—at Preakness. Headquarters. 
20o—near Passaic. Headquarters at 
Col. Dey’s. 
22—at Preakness. 
30—at Paramus. 
31—at Highlands, New York. 
31—in the Highlands, at Col. Rob- 
inson’s, Headquarters. 
31—at Peekskill. Headquarters. 


Headquarters. 


Passaic. Headquar- 


Headquarters. 


g. 11—at Orangetown. Headquarters. 


Oct. 


11—at Tappan. Headquarters. 
2—at Bergen County. Headquar- 
ters. 
g—at Steenrapie. Headquarters. 
17—left for Hartford. 
2zo—at Hartford; interview with 
Rochambeau. 
25—at Robinson’s House, in the 
Highlands. Headquarters. 
26—at Orangetown, Rockland Co. 
Headquarters. 
26—at Robinson’s. 
ters. 
1—at Orangetown ; issues orders 
for the execution of André. 


Headquar- 


155 


4—at Tappan. 
7—at Paramus. 
8—near Passaic Falls. Headquar- 
ters. 
g—at Totowa. Headquarters. 
g—at Bergen County, N. J. 
10o—at Preakness. 
11—at Bergen County. 
11—near Passaic Falls. 
14—near Passaic Falls. 
quarters, 
16—at Preakness. 
18—near Passaic. Headquarters. 
21—near Passaic Falls. 
31—at Totowa (Passaic Falls); in 
camp. 
27—breaks camp at Totowa. 
28—leaves for New Windsor. 
28—at Morristown. 
29—at Morristown. 
ters. Army marches. 
6—at New Windsor. Headquar- 
ters. Winter quarters. 


Headquarters. 


Head- 


Headquar- 


1781 


11—at West Point; holds Council 
of War. 
22—at West Point with Lafayette. 
26—at Ringwood. 
24—at New Windsor. 
ters. 
zg—at New Windsor. 
ters. 
2—left New Windsor for Newport 
to meet Rochambeau. 
4——passed through Hartford. 
6—arrived at Newport. 
13—left Newport. 
17—at Hartford. 
24—at New Windsor. 
ters. 


Headquar- 


Headquar- 


Headquar- 


April 4—at West Point. 
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Aprilz6—at West Point with Mons. 
Beville, Quartermaster of French 
Army. 
May 8—at New Windsor. 
ters. 
g—at West Point. 
2zo—at Hartford. Conference with 
Rochambeau. 
23—at Weathersfield. 
beau’s Headquarters. 
27—at New Windsor. 
ters. 
June 26—at Peekskill, near Headquar- 
ters. 
26—two miles 
Headquarters. 
2z—leaves Peekskill at 3 o’clock 
A. M. with his staff; opens the 
campaign ; halts at New Bridge 
over Croton ; makes a reconnois- 
sance toward New York at Val- 
entine’s Hill. Mile square. 
3—at Valentine’s Hill. 
3—in the saddle on reconnoissance. 
4—at camp, near White Plains. 
5—at North Castle. Visits the 
French army ; dines with Roch- 
ambeau. 
6—at Philipsburg. 
6—near Dobbs Ferry. Headquar- 
ters. 
7—at Philipsburg, in camp. 
1o—near Dobbs Ferry. 
quarter 
21—at Joshua Hett Smith’s House, 
Haverstraw. 
25—at King’s Ferry ; 
crosses the Hudson. 
Aug. 4—at Philadelphia; dines with M. 
de la Luzerne. 
6—makes a reconnoissance toward 
King’s Bridge. 


Headquar- 


Rocham- 


Headquar- 


from Peekskill. 


July 


Head- 


the army 


NOTES 


Aug. 17—in camp at Philipsburg. 
17—at Dobbs Ferry. Headquar- 
ters. 
19—leaves Dobbs Ferry for the 
south to capture Cornwallis. 
26—at Ramapo. 
27——at Chatham. 
29—at Trenton. 
31—at Philadelphia. 
2—at Philadelphia. 
5—at Head of Elk. 
10o—at Mount Vernon. 
15—at Williamsburg. 
27—at Williamsburgh ; issues or- 
ders of battle. 
1—in camp near York. Headquar- 
ters, 
2t—near Yorktown. 
ters. 
27—at York; entertains Cornwal- 
lis. 
.15—at Mount Vernon. 
2o—at Alexandria. 
22—at Annapolis. 
28—at Philadelphia. 


Headquar- 


1782 


April 1—at Newburg. 
19—-at Newburg. Headquarters. 
May 12—at Highlands. 
30—at Highlands ; orders celebra- 
tion of Dauphin’s birthday. 
31—at West Point; celebration of 
Dauphin’s bithday; on_ the 
Parade with Mrs. Washington. 
June 5—at Newburg. 
July g—at Newburg. Headquarters. 
22—at Philadelphia. 
1—at Verplanck’s Point. 
quarters. 
Dec. 14—at Newburg. 
25—at Philadelphia. 


Sep. Head- 





NOTES 


1783 

Mar. 23—at Mount Vernon. 

April18—at Newburg. Headquarters ; 
issues address on cessations of 
hostilities. 

19—at Ringwood; interview with 
the Secretary of War. 
zo—at Newburg. Headquarters. 
May 3—at Dobbs Ferry, with Gov. 
Clinton, to meet Sir Guy Carleton. 
6—at Orangetown on conference 
with Sir Guy Carleton. 
g—at Newburgh. Headquarters. 
15—at Poughkeepsie. 

June 6—at Newburg. Headquarters ; 

replies to address of Generals. 
23—at Newburg. Headquarters ; 
Council of War on mutiny of 
Pennsylvania troops. ; 
Aug. 4—at Albany. 
12—at Newburgh. 
26—at Princeton ; 
session. 
31—at Rocky Hill. 
2—at Rocky Hill. 
12—at Princeton. 
. 4-—at Newburg. Headquarters ; 
issues proclamation disbanding 
the army. 
14—at West Point. 
22—at Harlem. 
25—at New York; enters with the 
army ; dines with the Governor ; 
the British evacuate. 
2—at New York; farewell to offi- 
cers at Fraunces’ Tavern ; leaves 
New York for Annapolis. 
10—at Philadelphia. 
20—arrives at Annapolis ; Congress 
in session. 
23—resigns his commission to Con- 
gress, 


Congress in 
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Note. — The difficulty found in locating 
Washington at any particular day during the 
war of the revolution suggested the advantage 
of the above Itinerary, compiled from corres- 
pondence, newspapers, etc. It is byno means 
complete. Additions are solicited by the 

EDITOoR. 


WASHINGTON’S HEADQUARTERS 
DURING THE REVOLUTION 


The Vassall House, Cambridge, Mass. 
[1775-76].—On the 8th July, 1775, the 
Committee of Safety of the Provisional 
Congress of Massachusetts directed by 
resolution “that the house of Mr. John 
Vassall ordered by Congress for the resi- 
dence of his excellency General Wash- 
ington should be immediately put in 
such condition as may make it conve- 
nient for that purpose.” These quarters 
he retained until he left Cambridge for 
New York, April 4th, 1776. This was 
later known as the Craigie house, and is 
now known as the homestead of the 
poet Longfellow. 


The Mortier House, New York City 
[1776].—In the summer of 1776 the 
presence of Mrs. Washington, and the un- 
healthy condition of the City of New 
York, induced the Commander-in-Chief 
to change his headquarters from the 
Broadway to this salubrious situation. 
The Mortier house, one of the great colo- 
nial residences, stood on the spot since 
the southeast corner of Varick and 
Charlton streets. It was later known as 
Richmond Hill, and the residence of 
Col. Burr. It has been destroyed some 
years. 

The Roger Morris House, Harlem 


Tleights, N. Y. [1776].—Another of 
the famous colonial residences. The 
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army headquarters were here from the 
time of the retreat from Long Island in 
September until the final evacuation of 
the Island of New York in October, 
1776. The house was later the residence 
of Madame Jumel, and is now in the 
occupation of her descendants. 


The Miller House, White Plains, West- 
chester County, N. Y. [1776]. During 
and after the fight at Chatterton’s 
Hill Washington had his headquarters 
in the house now standing, and until 
recently in the occupation of the Miller 
family, by which name it is still known. 


The Ford House, Morristown, New 
Jersey [1777 and 1779-80].—This house, 
during the revolution occasionally occu- 
pied as the headquarters of the army, 
and the residence of the General and 
Mrs. Washington in the severe winter of 
1779-80, was the homestead of Col. Ja- 
cob Ford, who commanded a regiment 
in the New Jersey Militia; it remained 
in the possession of the family until its 
purchase in 1873 by Governor Ran- 
dolph of New Jersey, together with 
Messrs. Halsey, Halstead and Lidger- 
wood, who have since transferred it to 
the State, to be forever preserved. It is 
familiarly known by the name of the 
“Old Headquarters.” 


The Pompton Headquarters, Pompton, 
New Jersey [1777].—Tradition reports 
that Washington had his headquarters 
in a little frame house, on the banks of 
the Wynockie, which stands at the bend 
of a road leading from the Ryerson 
Furnace to the Passaic County Hotel. 
It is opposite to a more imposing 
structure known as the Ryerson House. 
During the revolution it belonged to 


NOTES 


Capt. Arent Schuyler. It was occupied 
from 1783 to 1815 by Judge M. S. Ry- 
erson and by his descendants till 1870, 
when it passed into the possession of 
Miss Harriet Mills, its present owner. 


The Elmar House, Whitemarsh, New 
Jersey [1777]. — Mr. Lossing, in his 
Field-book of the Revolution, describes 
this building as “standing upon the 
edge of a wet meadow at the head of a 
fine valley, and as a sort of baronial 
hall in size and character, where Elmar, 
its wealthy owner, dispensed hospitality 
to all who came under its roof.” Wash- 
ington was here in the late fall and early 
winter of 1777-8. 


Ring's House at Chads Ford, Dela- 
ware County, Penn. [1777]. — It was 
at this house, then the _ residence 
of Benjamin Ring, that Washington 
established the temporary headquar- 
ters from which he directed the battle 
of the Brandywine. Mr. Lossing gives 
a sketch of it in his Field Book. 


The Potts House, Valley Forge, Penn. 
[1777-8].—This historic building remains 
in excellent preservation. It was built in 
the middle of the last century by John 
Potts of Pottstown, Penn., and left by 
him to his son Isaac Potts, who sold it 
in 1805 to Joseph Paul, who in 
1826 sold it to James Jones, in whose 
family possession it still remains. 
The sufferings of the army and the 
anxiety of the Commander-in-Chief at 
this period are familiar to all, but held 
in most vivid memory by the inhabi- 
tants of the valley. 


Col. Brinckerhoff's, Fishkill Village, N. 
Y. [1778].—This house was a famous 





NOTES 


stopping place for travellers on the road 
between the Eastern and Middle States. 
Col. Brinckerhoff, like many others, 
served the army in the field while his 
family entertained the patriots at their 
homes; this in no way impairing their 
personal importance. The house is 
now in the occupation of the Van Wyck 
family. 

The Hopper House. Bergen County, 
WN. J. [1780].—It was at this house, the 
residence of Andrew Hopper, a noted 
character of the revolution, and it is 
said a trusted spy of Washington, that 
the numerous letters and general orders, 
dated at Bergen County, were written by 
the Commander-in-Chief. The house is 
still standing, but so altered as to be 
no longer recognizable. After the death 
of Hopper the house passed into the 
hands of the Hegeman family, with which 
he was intermarried. It was sold last 
summer with its furniture, in which 
were many curious revolutionary relics. 


The Beverley Robinson House, in the 
Highlands, now Garrisons, N. Y.[1780]. 
—This building, familiarly called in the 
records of the revolution Col, Robinson’s, 
was the constant stopping-place of the 
General when he crossed the river from 
his West Point Headquarters. Its 
owner was implicated in the treason- 
able plot of Arnold, whose headquarters 
were in this house at the time of his 
defection. It now makes a part of the 
estate of Hamilton Fish. 


The Birdsall House, Peekskill, N. Y. 
[1780-81].—This old mansion is one of 
the first buildings erected in the village, 
settled in 1764. It was a favorite tav- 
ern, and repeatedly visited by the offi- 
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cers during the period when the allied 
armies under Washington and Rocham- 
beau menaced the English positions in 
and about New York. It stands on 
the old post road, and is still kept as a 
tavern by one Mandeville. Near by are 
yet seen the remains of the old fort 
which crowned this elevated position, at 
the mouth of the Highland gorge. 


The Tappan Headquarters, Tappan, 
WV. Y. [1780].—A_ special interest at- 
taches to this spot, because of its con- 
nection with the story of the unfortun- 
ate André. It was here that Washington 
issued the fatal warrant which con- 
demned him to an ignominious death. 
It is situated near the road from Snee- 
den’s Landing, within a few feet of the 
main street of the village. It was dur- 
ing the revolution the property of John 
de Windt, a native of the West Indies, 
from whom it passed to his grand- 
daughter, who was married to Samuel 
S. Verbryck. 


Joshua Hett Smith's House, Haver- 
straw, N.Y. [1781].—Claude Blanchard, 
Commissary of the French auxiliary army 
under Rochambeau, in his journal from 
1780-83 relates that on the 21st of August, 
1781, he took tea with General Wash- 
ington at “Smith’s House, famous from 
the fact that there André and Arnold 
held their meeting.” The Continental 
army was then in motion upon the well- 
devised expedition which ended in the 
capture of Cornwallis. 

This house was owned during the rev- 
olution by Joshua Hett Smith. It is 
beautifully situated on the ridge of a 
hill which commands an_ extensive 
view of the river, and overlooks the in- 
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tervening points which jut out into it in 
the most picturesque manner. It was 
off one of these, known as Grassy Point, 
that the Vulture lay when the guns of 
the Continental artillery under Living- 
ston drove her from her anchorage. She 
dropped down the stream, leaving An- 
dré on shore in conference with Arnold. 
His guide declining to run the risk of 
escorting André down, he passed the 
night with Smith, who had been his 
companion in the conference. And it 
was in the upper room of Smith’s house 
that André committed the fatal impru- 
dence of exchanging the English uniform 
he had up to that time worn for the 
clothing of a countryman. 

From the Smiths the house passed into 
the hands of a family named Nicoll, from 
them to one Haussman, and later into the 
occupancy of Adam Lilburn, who now 
resides in it. It is one of the most 
beautiful situations on the Hudson, com- 
manding a landscape unrivalled in ex- 
tent, variety and charm. 


Tne Hasbrouck House, Newburg, N.Y. 
[1782-83]. — This old building was 
erected by the Hasbroucks between 
1750 and 1770, the dates of the addi- 
tions to the original structure being cut 
upon the walls, In the year 1817, by 
an act of Legislature, it became the 
property of the State of New York, 
and in 1850 was placed in the care of 
the Trustees of the Village of Newburg, 
and forever set aside as an_ historic 
mansion. 

Washington made his headquarters 
here from the spring of 1782 until the 
summer of the next year. Mrs Wash- 
ington passed a part of this period with 
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him. It was from Newburg that he 
issued the proclamation disbanding the 
army, November 4, 1783. 


HOUSES VISITED BY WASHINGTON 
DURING THE REVOLUTION 


The Shaw House, New London [1776]. 
Washington stopped at New London 
on his way from Cambridge to New 
York, and held an interview with Com- 
modore Hopkins. He slept the night of 
April 9 at the house of Nathaniel Shaw. 


Col. Morehouse’s Tavern, Pawling, 
now Dover, Dutchess County, N. Y. 
[1778].—On the highway from Fishkill 
to Hartford —a celebrated stopping- 
place for the officers, 


Cortlandt House, Yonkers, WN. Y. 
[1781]. — Here Washington dined in 
July, 1781, on the occasion of a recon- 
noissance towards New York. 


Rocky Hill, Somerset County, N. /. 
[1783 ].—Washington wrote his Farewell 
Address here. 


Van Brugh Livingston House, Dobbs 
Ferry, N. Y.[1783].—Place of confer- 
ence of Washington and Gov. Clinton 
with Sir Guy Carleton. 


Day's Tavern, Harlem, New York 
[1783].—Opposite the Point of rocks 
at the junction of the Harlem and 
Kingsbridge roads. Washington stopped 
here on his entrance to the city in 
November of this year. 


Fraunces’ Tavern, New York (1783). 
—Corner of Pearl and Broad sireets. 
Place of Farewell to his Officers. 


Nore.—The above lists are not complete; 
additions are requested by the EDITOR. 
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THE LETTERS OF WASHINGTON 


When the purpose was conceived of gathering together from the 
private autograph collections of the country a// the letters of Wash- 
ington as yet unpublished, there was no means of forming an adequate 
estimate of their extent and value. The seventy now printed are a first 
instalment of the priceless store which the generosity of their owners, 
and a due regard to the supreme importance of preserving from loss or 
injury every line of the private and public correspondence of Wash- 
ington, have brought to the MAGAZINE OF AMERICAN HISTORY in 
response to its recent call. 

These are published in the order of their dates, without selection, 
preference or arrangement; many are of the greatest importance in the 
light they throw upon obscure points in the history of the American 
revolution, while others of minor public value are of equal interest in 
their illustration of the personal traits and habits of the august char- 
acter to whom the common consent of mankind has ascribed the 
attribute of First in public merit and private virtue. 

An equal number of letters of a like value remains, and will be later 
published in these pages. New contributions are earnestly solicited, 
and a general cooperation respectfully urged, until every letter in the 
hand-writing or bearing the signature of Washington shall have been 
rescued from oblivion, and given to the world. It is deeply to be 
regretted that all the autographs are not the property of the nation, but 
the purposes of history will be as fully served by their textual and 
careful publication. 

The courtesy shown by the gentlemen who have contributed these 
documents, as well as those the publication of which is deferred by 
reason of the limited space available in the present issue, is cordially 
and gratefully acknowledged. Such hearty and liberal collaboration is 
the most valued encouragement. If this exclusive devotion of a 
monthly number of the Magazine to Washington meet the approbation 
of its patrons, the publication of the material collected will be con- 
tinued after a reasonable interval, and in the same number will appear 
an interesting original paper on the Portraiture of Washington, 
together with an account of all the known portraits, miniatures, crayons 
and engravings, with original illustrations. To this also a general 
cooperation is particularly invited. EDITOR. 





